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HERBERT COURTNEY BROWYN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR OF TWO-
THIRDS TO LEONIDAS WESTERVELT AND GEORGE TROTTER, OF SAME

PLACE.

COMBINED BED, TENT, BOAT, &oc..

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 61 1,829, dated October 4, 1898.

Application filed December 17, 1897, Serial No. 662,246, (No model.)

To all whom it maiy conecern:
Be it known that I, HERBERT COURTNEY
BrowN, of New York, in the county and State

of New York, have invented certain new and

useful improvements in combination appa-
ratus for various uses—such as sleeping-
bag, shelter-tent, boat, ambulance, pontoon-
bridge, coat, knapsack, water-bag, bed, and

the like—of which the following is a deserip-

tion, referring to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification.

In its most complete form the invention
may be used for all the purposes above enu-
merated and some others. Some of the fea-
tures may be omitted without departing, so
far as the other features are concerned, from
the principles of the invention.
~ The invention is of so simple a nature that
it will be readily understood from the descrip-
tion of its most perfect embodiment so far

devised by me, which is shown in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein— |
- Figure-1 is a side elevation of the appara-
tus arranged as a sleeping-bag and protective
tent. Fig. 2isa plan view of thesame. Fig.
3 is an elevation viewed from the foot end.
Fig. 4 shows the device arranged as an am-
bulance, with the tent folded. Fig. 5 shows
Fig. 6 shows
its use as a pontoon-bridge. Fig. 7 shows it
rolled up for storage or transportation. " Fig.
8 is a transverse vertical section, diagram-
matic in character, showing the interior pneu-

~ matic mattress and the exterior covering or
3¢ bag. .Fig. 9 is a plan view of the covering or

bag with the tent removed for the purposes

of illustration. | o
Throughout the drawings like letters of ret-

erence indicate like parts. . -

- T will first describe the mattress, thbugh in
certain uses of the invention this may be

omitted. Iwillthen describethe cover or bag

proper and the tent, and incidentally as L.
proceed I will explain some of the uses and

advantages of the invention.

The mattress is a pneumiatic mattress of

any desirable type—such, for instance, as
shown at M, Fig. 8, in section.. The alir-com-

- partments within the mattress are preferably

divided partially or wholly by stays or walls,

which prevent the mattress unduly expand-

| to hold the tent.
the points 8’ and have them detachably se-

| ing in the middle and make it more even and

comfortable throughout. The head end ot
the mattress, as is customary in pneumatic
mattresses, may be made with a larger com-
partment, so as to be higher than the rest of
the mattress when inflated. All such details,
though important in practice, are not essen-
tial to the principles of my invention. |
For blowing up and collapsing the mattress

I provide an air-valve at E, which extends

through a corner of the outer bag, as clearly
shown-in Figs. 1 and 2.- By any desirable
means, such as a small hand-pump, the mat-
tress may be readily inflated. o
The mattress is inclosed, preferably com-
pletely, in a bag D of waterproof material,
only the air-valve E projecting through the
opening.  Itisnot material how the mattress.
may be conveniently introduced and taken
from the bag, as thére are many well-known
ways of accomplishing this. Indeed, it would

| not be material if the mattress could not be

removed at all, though I prefer to have it re-
movable for the purposes of ready repair in
case of puncture or other damage. Over the
middle portions and foot of the bag D extends
the covering or secondary bag portion C,
which, with the mattress and bag D, form the
sleeping-bag of waterproof and protective
material. Preferably the cover C is formed
into two flaps C', which may be laeced or oth-
erwise secured comfortably over theoccupant
of the bagin any desired degree. Fig.4shows

‘these flaps thrown back to a considerable ex-
tent.

Figs. 1 and 2 show them closed. The
cover C preferably does not extend up to the
extreme head end of the apparatus, but ter-
minates at about the point indicated in Fig.

9, leaving the upper portion to be covered by go

the tent A. The tent when closed is approxi-
mately pyramidal in shape and inclined to-

ward the foot of the bed, as shown in Figs.1 -

and 2. Two supports S are preferably used
I prefer to secure these at

cured to the apex of the tent. They may
therefore be loosened from the tent and laid

in the position shown in Fig. 4 or may be read-

ily raised in position and the tent held in place
by them, as shown in Figs. 1,2,and 3. The

tent is secured all along the edge of the bag .

1CO -
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the forward side of the tent.

cords B, secured to the apex-of the tent and
Flaps G prefer- |

.to the cover C in any of several positions by

front of the tent for warm pleasant weather.

closed by the flaps G in cold weather and at

-or down and the flaps open or closed and the

45.
_to the weather.
‘tent will preferably be collapsed, and the

Fig. 5

other ﬂulds the- inflatable mattress may be
- filled partially or wholly therewith, and this

<t

—

D at the head end and some distance along
each side, thus inclosing three sides of the
tent completely. Flaps Gserve forinclosing
The tent may

be prevented from blowing down by means of

the sides of the apparatus.
ably overlap and may be buttoned or secured

means of buttons attached to the covers C.
I have indicated some of these buttons at B'.

The buttons B’ on the outside of the tent serve
to secure the flaps back and away from the

To guard against mosquitos, I have light flaps
of mosquito-netting N, which may be closed
in the same manner as the flaps G, when de-
sired. Inorderthatthe tent may be entirely

the same time provisions for ventilation be
made, I form air-openings in the top of the
tent, covered by one or more dependmg flaps,
as shown at F. |

Located at the four corners and preferebly
at the middle of the sides of the apparatus are
straps P, by which poles Q, which may be cut
from young trees, may be secured, as shown
in KFig, 4, to form an ambulance, or, as shown
in Flg b to form a floating pentoon -bridge,

the several mattresses employed in the latter |

instance being inflated as fully as possible, so |
as to carry great weight by their buoyaney.
In formmg a pontoon-bridge the tent of each
apparatus is laid down and several of the ap-
paratuses of a required number are over- |
lapped, as seen in the figure, not unlike the
shingles on a roof. While this is a prefer-
able construction for a pontoon-bridge, it is
clear that the overlapping may be omltted
and in that way a fewer number of mattresses
made to serve.

., When used as a eleepmﬂ-bag, shelter-tent,
ambulanee, or the like, the tent may be up

mosquito-netting used or disused, according
When used as a boat, the

flaps C' may be secured around the waist and
the tent drawn up at the back, as shown in
5, guuns, provisions, and other articles to

be | kept dry being slipped under the cover C.

When used as a waterproof coat, the mat-
tress may preferably be collapsed and the
tent, when laid down, as shown in Fig. 4,
may be drawn over each shoulder, the beg"
portion and mattress hanging down and pro- |
tecting the back. For carrying water or

does not interfere with its use as a mattress

When the mattress is perfectly devoid of air,

the whole apparatus may be rolled up'in a
very small package, as shown:.in’ Fig. 7, and |
for the purposes of transportation of provi-
sions, arms, ammunition, and other articles
such articles may be pleced beneath the cover
C. and rolled up therein, or may be trans- |

611,820

perted by using the apparatus when arranged
as in Fig. 4. The articles carried in the sald
latter case may be placed beneath the cover
C, the flaps C’ entirely closed, and the tent
A drawn loosely down over the meeting
flaps C'.-

It is clear that the omission of the tent
from my apparatus will not interfere with its
use for some of the purposes enumerated.
Similarly the straps P might be omitted with-
ouf interfering with its use as a sleeping-bag,

and while, therefore, I prefer to combine all
the features illustrated and enumerated itis

clear I may omit several of them without de-
parting from the principles of the invention

‘as epphed in part to the combmatlon of the

remaining features. -
I claim, therefore, and desire to secure by
Letters Petent the following:
1. In combination in apperatus for sleep-

ing, protection, &ec., a bag adapted to receive-
a mattress, a tent ed,]ustably secured to the

said bag at its head end, and a covering C
for the occupant forming w1th the said bag a

compartment for the occupant distinct from

70

75
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go

the compartment for the mattress, subetan-- -

tially as set forth.
- 2. In combination in eppamtus for sleep-
1ng, protection, &e., the bag adapted to re-

ceive a mattress, a covermﬂ' C which forms.

jointly with the bag a compartment for the
occupant, the tent for the head portion there-
of secured at its lower edges to the edges of
the said bag and pmvlded with adjustable
and overlapping flaps G, and means for se-

~curing the said flaps in various positions, as

eloeed overlapped but partly opened and
opened substantially as set forth.

3. In combination in apparatus fer eleep-—_

ing, protection, &c., a bag adapted to receive

a mattress and for mmﬂ' the base of the appa-
ratus, a covering C seeured to the bag and

forming jointly therewith a compartment for

‘the occupant the tent for the head portion

thereof secured at its lower edges to the edges

95
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of the said apparatus and prov1ded with ad-

justable and overlapping flaps G, openings

near the apex of the tent; and dependmg

flaps F secured over the said openings, eub—
stantially as set forth.

4. In combination in sleepmg and protec-
tion apparatus provided with an inflatable

mattress, a bag which receives the said mat-

tress, a covering secured to the bagand form-

ing therewith a compartment for the occu-
pant, and devices for defachably -securing

115

120

poles or bars at the sides of the said bag,

thereby forming a combined bed, ambulance,

subeteutlally as set forth.

128

and boat, when the poles or bars are in place, .

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set.

my hand this 16th day of December A D
-'1897 |

HER BERT COURTNEY BROWN

Witnesses:
LEONIDAS - WESTERVELT

HAROLD BINNEY
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