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Lo all whom it may concern: |
Be it known thatl, ALBERT SCHLAPBACH, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Scandia, in the county of Republic
and State of Kansas, have invented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Wire-Fence-
(rate IFasteners; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact desecrip-
tion of the mventlon such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon whlch form
a part of this specification.
This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in wire-gate fasteners;
and the object of the same is to provide a
simple, cheap, and effective means for con-
necting the stile of a wire gate to a fence-

post, so as to hold the gate closed; and the

invention consists in the construction and

combination of the parts, as will be herein-

after fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawm% which illus-
trate my invention, Figure 1 is a side view
showing the wire-gate fa-stener applied to a
gate so as to hold the gate locked.  Fig. 2 is
a similar view, the lever being thrown back,
the gate-stile being in engagement with the
loop carried by the fence-post and the link
with the pin attached to the fence-post. Fig.

J 18 a plan or view looking down upon the

gate-fastener when the parts are assembled
as shown in Fig.1. TFig. 41s a side elevation

of the g&te—fastener partly broken away, the

lever being shown in one position in full lines
and in another position in dotted lines. Figs.

b, 6, 7,and 8 are detail views of a modification

of my improved wire-gate fastener, showing
the manner of constructing the lever out of

one piece of metal. |
Referring to the drawings, A A’ are the
fence-posts’ ad,]acent to a gateway, and to the

- fence-post A’ the gate-stile ¢’ may be con-
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nected in any suitable manner, a convenient
means being by the useof wire loopst. The

gate may be provided with a central batten,

and to the stile a the wire-gate fastener is

bolted or otherwise pivotally attached, as will

be hereinafter set forth.
The fence-post A carries adjacent to its
lower end at a sultable distance above the

.

- ground a loop ¢ or other convenient means

for engaging the lower end of the gate-stile
a, and adjacent to the upper end of the post
A is a laterally-projecting pin -or stud d.

The gate instead of being constructed as
shown may be of any suitable type. The
cate-fastener consists, essentially, of a lever
B, which is pivotally attached to the upper
portion of the stile ¢ and carries a link C,
said link being pivoted tothe lever and adapt-
ed to engage therewith when the lever is
swung in either direction. Theterminal por-
tion of the link C opposite the end which is
in pivotal engagementwith theleverisformed
into-a hook, so as to engage with the pin or
stud d, carried bv the fence-post A. Theend
of _the link C adjacent to its pivot 1s shaped
so as to project beyond the pivot and engage
with a shoulder, stop, or abutment on the le-
ver, and when the lever is thrown to a posi-
tion as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings the
points of connection of the link with the fence-
post, the lever with the stile, and link with the
lever will form a lock, so that the lever cannot
beraised by a strain upon the parts occasioned
by the tightening of the fence-wires. It will
also be noted that a downward movement of
the free end of the lever will be prevented
by reason of the stop or abutment engaging
wnh the link. .

A prefelred form of construction of the le-
ver is shown in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, of the
drawings, in which' insmnce to the lever is
attached a plate e, the end thereof being
shaped to present walls whichincline or are at
opposing angles, the point or end of the plate
being substantially on a line with the pivot
f, which connects the link C to the lever B.
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To the plate e, by means of a rivet €%, is at-

tached a plate g, the pivot f serving as addi-
tional means for connecting the plateq e and
g to-the lever.

Through the lever-platese and g are formed
two apeltnres h I/, and through one of said
apertures 1s_paqsed the bolt or pin, which
provides the connecting means or fulerum of
the lever with the gate-stile. The link C,
which is pivotally connected between the
parallel end portions of the lever B, has ad-

| jacent to its pivot an angle or bend. The

edges of said portion engage with the angular
end of the platee. When the leveristhrown
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to the position shown in Fig. 1 and in full
lines in FKig. 4, one of the oblique edges of
the end portion of the plate ¢ will engage the
edge of the link below the pivotal connection
of the link with the lever, and the lower edge
of the plate will also engage with the upper
face of the link, and When the lever is thrown

to the position shown in Fig. 2 and in dotted |

lines in Fig. 4 the other edge of the plate will

engage with the inclined end of the link be- |

yvond the pivot, which will prevent the lever
swinging downward until the link is released
flom thea fence-post.

In the modification shown in Figs. 5, 6, and
7 the lever B is made from 4, smn*le plate of
metal, one end of which is slitted, as shown
in Kig. 5, after which the ends are separated
and one of the portions is bent to one side,
while the other portion is bent upward, so as
to lie parallel with and opposite to the other
member. The link C is pivoted between the
end members, so as to have the same range
of movement hereinbefore set forth, said
link engaging the fulerum of the lever when
the gate is closed, and an end extension 7 en-
gaging the cross portion of one of the mem-
bers when the parts are ahned, as shown 1in

Tig. 2.

In Kig. 8 the lever is formed w1t11 an end
portion whlch projects at right angles, which

is bent, as shown, to SuppOIE the hook

The end of the level farthest from its ful-
crum carries a handle or knob of any suitable
type, which 1s secured thereto in any con-
venient way, and, if desirable, the lever may
be cast or forged in one piece.

Though I have described my device as a

‘““wire-gate fastener” it 1s obvious that it may
be used for other purposes, and it 1s suscep-
tible for use as a clothes-line fastener and
for other analogous purposes. |
What I claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a wire- crate fastener, the combination
with a fence- post provided near its upper end.
with a laterally-projecting pin, of a lever ful-
crumed to the upper end of a gate-stile, a

1

| link pivotally attached to the lever to one

side of the fulerum thereof, said link having

' a hook for engagement with the pin which

projects from the side of the fence-post, the

lever and link abutting when the former is
swung to the limit of its movement upon its

fulerum in either direction, substantially as
shown.

2. In a wire-gate fastener the combination
with a fence-post having a pin which projects
laterally therefrom, of a lever fulecrumed upon
a gate-stile, a link having one end formed
into a hook the link being pivotally attached

to the lever to one side of its fulerum so that

the movement of the lever will be limited by
reason of the engagement of the lever and
liuk, substantially as shown.

. In combination with a lever having an
apel ture through which passes means for con-
necting the same to a support to provide a
fulem_m for the lever, a link pivoted to the
lever beyond the falerum thereof, an abut-
ment between the fulerum of the lever and
the pivotal point of connection of the link
therewith, the link adjacent to its pivot and
on opposite sides thereof having portions
which engage with the abutment of the lever
for the purpose set forth.

4. The combination with a lever having
parallel end portions and an aperture through
which passes means for connecting the Iever
to a support, of a link pivoted to the lever
between the parallel end portions thereof,
sald link being provided with a projecting
end which engages with the lever when swung
in one direction and an inclined portion
which engages with the lever when swung in
an opposite direction, the end of the link

farthest from its pivot having a hook, sub-
-stantially as shown and for the purpose set

forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.
- ALBERT SCHLAPBACI.
Witnesses: J
ALFRED ANDERSON, -
THEODORE M. CLASAN.
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