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To all whom it may concern:

Beit knownthatl, JOHN EDWIN PLUMMER
of Waterville, in the county of Oneida and

State of New York, have invented certainnew

and useful Improvements in Combination

Furniture; and I do hereby declare the fol-

lowing to be a full, clear, and -exact descrip-

tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains tor

make and use the same.

My invention relates to an 1mprovement in
combination furniture, the object of the in-
vention being to providehsimple and efficient
means whereby to form at will a rocking-
chair, an invalid’s back and head rest for use
on beds, and a cradle.

A further object is to provide devices for
the purposes stated which shall be simple in
construction, which shall comprise compara-
tively few parts, which shall be cheap to

mantufacture, and which shall be strong and

durable and effectual in all respectsin the per-
formance of their funections. |
With these objects in view the invention

consists in certain novel features of construc-
tion and combinations and arrangements of
parts, as hereinafter set forth, a,nd pomted:

out In the claims.

In the accompanying dr awings, I‘lﬂ‘me 11is
a view showing my impr ovements When ad-
- Kigs. 2 and
3 are views of the- devmes adjusted to form
Fl“‘ 4:15; |
a view showing my improvements arran ﬂ‘ed to

justed to f01m. & rocking-chair.
back and head rests for use on beds.

form a cradle. Figs. 5 and 6 are detail views.

A A represent two bars or rails connected
together throughout a portion of their lengths

by means of a series of transverse slats 1,
adapted to form a chair-back. Curved bars

or rails 2 2 are pivotally connected at points |

intermediate of their ends to the back rails
or bars A immediately below the lower slat of
the back by means of a transverserod 3. The
barsorrails 2 are connected together by means

of a series of transverse slats 5 , spaced apart |

and forming a chalr-seat, the inher trans-
verse slat of which is ada,pted to abut against
the side rails of the back. From the points

- where the rails or bars 2 are connected with

50

the bars or rails A the former are curved, and

of the rockers.

] at thelr 1ower ends are secured to rockers 6

-at points in proximity to the rear endsof the
latter. Legs 7 are secured at their upper

‘ends to the bars or rails 2 in proximity to the
forward ends of the same, and at their lower.

ends are attached to the forward portions
A rod or brace 8 connects
the legs-7, and the ends of said rod project

-beyond the sides of the legs to form stops 9

for a purpose explained farther on in this de-
scription. The side bars or rails A of the
chair-back are made of sufficient length to
project some distance below the seat portlon
of the chair and at their lower ends are pro-
vided with shoulders 10, adapted to be en-
gaged by the free ends of arms or props 11.

The ar ms or props 11 are pivotally connected
near one end to the legs 7, and their other

| ends, which engage the bars or rails A, are

prefelably faced With. metal 12 to plevent
noise which might otherwise be caused by the
rubbing of the ends of the arms or props 11
a,ﬂ'a,lnst said rails or bars A, and the latter
may also be faced with metal for the same
reason. Theengagement of the inner slat of

the seat with the 51(16 rails of the chair-back:
will tend to press the ends of the bars or rails
|- A against the ends of the arms or props 11;
’but in order to avoid any possibility of the
‘escape of the arms or props from the lower
ends of the bars or rails A, I prefer to employ
‘catches 13.

To convert the device into a back and head
rest for use on a bed to support an invalid in
a reclining position, the back and seat por-
tions of the chair will be made to aline with
each other, soas to assume the positionsshown
in Figs. 2 and 8. In order to prevent the
strammﬂ* of the slats of the seat portion by
pressure against them of the ends of the bars
or rails A, 1 prefer to provide the rails 2 of
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the seat por‘mon with stops 14, against which

the said ends of the bars or rails A will abut,

and thus prevent them Irom pr essing a,ﬂ‘amst
the slats 5. Thestops 14 may be oonvement] y
formed by extending the brace which connects

{ the bars or rails 2 Shﬂhtly beyond the outer

faces of the latter. In order that the head
and back rest may have a proper inclination,
the arms or props 11 will be turned to aline
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with the legs 7 and form, in effect, continua-
tions thereof, said arms or props being pre-
vented from movement in one direction by
engagement with the stops 9 and may be pre-
vented from movement in the other direction

by means of a catch 16.

Should it be desired to decrease the incli-
nation of the head and back rest, so that the
invalid can assume a nea,xly-uplwht orsitting
position, the device may be inverted from the
position shown in Fig. 2 and made to assume
the position shown 111 Fig. 3.

In order to form a cr adle, the head and back
portions of the chair will be made to aline
with each other, so as to assume a practically
horizontal posmon, as shown in Fig. 4, and a
frame 17 placed thereon. The frame 17 com-
prises sides a a, head-piece b, and foot-piece
¢, each ot which parts may be convenlently
formed by means of rails or strips spaced

apart and secured to suitable transverse bars..

The transverse bars or uprights d of the head-
section of the frame have secured to their
upper ends a suitable ornamental headboard
e, and sald head piece or section of the frame

1s adapted to engage or hook over the free end
The lower
ends of the transverse bars or uprights 7 of
the end section of the frame are provided with:
lugs or hooks g, which are adapted to engage

of the seat portion of the chair.

OT hook under the free end of the back por-
tion of the chair, while the transverse bars or
uprights /v of the sides of the frame are pro-
vided with enlarged heads ¢ at their lower
ends to rest on the rails A and immediately
over the pivotal connection of the latter with
the rails 2. Thusitwill be seen that the frame
forming the sides and ends of the cradle will

be securely but removably attached to the

back and seat portions of the chair. The

sides and ends of the frame 17 are hinged to-
At one end of the.
-toot-plece the hinge 1s disposed outside and

gether by means of rods 9.

at the other end the hinge is arranged inside
the frame.
hinged to the side pieces in the same manner.
By thus hinging the sides and ends together
it will be seen that when the frame is 1emoved
1t can be folded so that the sides and ends
will lie flat against each other, and in such
condition the frame can be packed away in
small space when not in use.

My improvements are simple in construc-

tion, are strong and durable, and are effectual

in all respects in the performance of their

functions.

Yarious slight changes might be ma,de in
the details of constr uetion of my invention.
. without departing from the spirit thereof or

limiting its scope, and hence I do not wish to

limit myself to the pleelse details herein set

forth.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desue to secure by Lettersf,

Patent, is—

The head-pieee of the frame is

connected therewith and legs connecting the
forward ends of the seat-rails and rockers, of
back-rails pivotally connected to the seat-rails
and projecting beyond the same, and arms

or props pivotally attached to said legs and
adapted to engage the free ends of said ba.ck-

rails, substantlally as set forth.

2. Thecombination with seat-rails, rockers
connected therewith and legs connecting the
forward ends of the seat-rails and rockers, of
back-rails pivotally connected to the seat-

rails and projeeting beyond the same, shoul-

ders at the free ends of said back-rails, arms
or props pivotally attached to said legs and
adapted to engage the shoulders at the ends
of the back-rails, and a metal plate between
the free end of each prop and the shoulder at
the free end of each back-rail, substantially
as set forth.

3. Thecombination with seat-—rails, rockers
connected therewith and legs connecting the

Torward ends-of the seat-r ELllS and rockers, of
‘back-rails pivotally connected with the seat-

rails and extending beyond the same, props
pivotally attached to said legs and adapted to
engage the free ends of said back-rails and

catchesconnecting said propsand back-rails,

substantially as set forth.

4. The combination with seat-rails, rockers
connected therewith and legs connecting the
forward ends of the seat and rockers, of back-
rails pivoted to the seat-rails and projecting
beyond the same, stops on the seat-rails for
the end rails, props attached to said legs and
stops on the legs for said props, substantmllv
as set forth.

5. The combination with seat-rails, rockers
secured thereto, and legs econnecting the for-
ward ends of the seat-rails with the forward
ends of the rockers, of back-rails pivotally
connected to the seat-rails, whereby said
back and seat rails can be moved into aline-
ment with each other to form a head and
back rest, stops on the seat-rails for the back-
rails, props pivotally attached between their

ends to said legs, and stops on said legs for

sald props, substantially as set forth.

6. The combination with seat-rails termi-
nating at their rearends in legs, and legs de-
pending from the forward ends of said seat-
ralls, of baeck-rails pivotally connected be-
tween their ends to the seat-rails and termi-
nating at their lower ends between the front
and rear legs, and props pivotally connected
with the front legs and adapted to engage the
lower ends of said back-rails, substantially as
set forth. |

7. The combination with seat-rails, slats
connecting said seat-rails, back-rails pivot-
ally connected with the seat-rails, slats con-

necting said back-rails, and means for sup-

por tlnﬁ‘ the back and seat rails in alinement
in a houzontal position,~of a frame remov-
ably supported on said rails, said frame com-

| prising end and side pieces hmﬂ'ed together,

1. The combination w1th seat-la,lls, rockers | one of said end pieces being a,dapted to en-
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cgage a slat at the free end of theseat portion, | In testimony whereof I have signed this
lugs or hooks on the other end piece adapted | specification in the presence of two subscrib-
to engage a slat at the free end of the back | ing witnesses. |

portion, and bars on the sides of the frame JOHN EDWIN PLUMMER.
and adapted to be seated on the back-rails | Witnesses: :
over the pivotal connection thereof with the F. W. O'TOOLE,

seat-rails, substantially as set forth. , J. A. MALONEY.
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