No. 611,105 _ Patented Sept. 20, 1898
- ' E. L. COWGILL.

WIRE FASTENER.

(Application filed May 21, 1898.)
(No Model.)

R .
- ! jyj
"~ ]
- yz ' A o = = i\""’B
’ TG AR |




10

20

30

35

UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

ELISHA L. COWGILL, OF FILLMORE, INDIANA.

WIRE-FASTENER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 611,105, dated September 20, 1898.
Application filed May 21, 1898, Sorial No. 681,310, (Ne modeld

To all whom tt may conocermn:

Be it known that I, ELISHA L. COWGILL, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Fillmore, in the county of Putnam and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Wire-Fence Fasten-
ers; and I do hereby declare that the follow-

ing is a full, clear, and exact description of

theinvention, which willenable othersskilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and

use the same, reference being had to the ac-

companying dlawnws, Whleh form a part of
this specification.

My invention relates to fasteners for secur-
ing the horizontal strands of wire fences to
fence-posts; and its object is to provide an

improved device for such purpose, which

shall be simple In construction, economical
to manufacture, and which can be readily ap-
plied to a fence-post and the wire securely
held 1n place.

Theinvention consists, ebSGHtI&HV in a fas-
tener comprising a smﬂ'le piece of metal
formed with an open centml loop or coil and

two oppositely-inclined arms having eyes at

theendstforthe passage of nails for securing it
to a fence-post, as hereinafter fully deserlbed
and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figurelis

a perspective view of a fence-post, showing
three fasteners secured thereto. Figs. 2, 3,
and 4 are enlarged detail views of the fastener.

In thesaid drawings, the reference-numeral

1 designates the fastener, consisting of a sin-

gle piece of stiff or stout wire for med at the
center with an open inclined loop or coil 2
and the ends inclined inwardly in opposite

~‘directions, forming arms 3, the extremities of

40

45 cured to the fence-post by drwmﬂ' a nail |

which are bent into eyes 4 for the passage of
nails 5, by which it i3 secured to the fence-
post.
The numeral 6 designates the fence -post,
and 7 the horizontal stra,nds or wires. |
In practice one end of the fastener is se-

loosely through one of the eyes of the same—-
say the lower one, for instance. The fence-
strand is then engaged between the upper
and lower arms 3, as seen at the upper part
of Fig. 1. The upperarm is then passed be-
hind the fence-wire and then brought down-
ward, the fastener turningonits pivoted lower
end, carrying with it the fence-strand, the fas-
tener now occupying the position shown in the
middle portionof Fig.1. What was formerly
the lower arm 18 now the upper one, the fas-

‘tener being reversed, and the nail securing

1t to the post is driven tightly in and a nail
also driven tightly through the other eye.
dald loop is now engaged by a claw-hammer
and bent over to the right, closing the same,
as seen in Fig. 3.

By this construction the coil or loop will se-
curely support the fence-wire, yet allow it to

slip through when being tightened.

Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
what I claim is—

1. As an improved article, a fastener for
the horizontal strands of wire fences, consist-
ing of a single piece of wire bent to form a

central inclined open coil or loop, the oppo-

sitely-inclined arms, and the eyes at the ends
thereof, substa,ntially as described.
2. In a wire fence, the combination with

the post and the horizontal wires or strands,
| of the fastener consisting of a single piece of

wire bent to form a centr al open loop, the op-

positely-inclined arms, the ends of which are

bent into eyes and the nails passing there-

through, and the loop then closed by bend-

ing or twwtmﬂ' the same, substantially as de-
Scmbed

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ELISHA T. COWGILL.

Witnesses: ,
JAMES NICHOLS,
Wirris D. WRIGHT,
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