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To all whom it may comcern: -

Le it known that I, STEPHEN G. BALDWIN,
of Marion, in the county of Grant and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements'in Inkstands; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains tomake and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the lefters of reference
marked thereon,which form part of thisspeci-
fication. |

My invention relates to inksta-nds; and has
for its object certain improvements in their.
consiruction, whereby they may be tipped

over without any liability of spilling their

contents, only a very small portion of ink is

exposed to the atmosphere while they are in
use, and the dipping-reservoir may be filled
without opening the inkstand, such improve-
ments being applicable in the manufacture
of new inkstands or for use with inkstands of
old and well-known forms. | S

My invention consists in certain improve-

ments in the construction, arrangement, and
combination of parts, which will be first fully
described and aftérward specifically pointed
out in the claims. e -
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of an inkstand
made 1n accordance with my invention. Fig.
2 18 a central vertical sectional view of the
same. Iig. 3 is a view of the same in side
elevation with part of the outer ring and bot-
tle broken away. ¥ig.4isa perspective view
of an inkstand of a slightly-modified form
embodying my invention. Fig. 5is a central
vertical section through the saine. Fig. 6 is
a view of the same in side elevation with part
of the outer ring broken away. TFig. 7 is a
perspective view of another slightly-modified

~form of inkstand embodying my invention.
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IFig. 81is a central vertical section through the
same. Iig.91isa top view taken on line z z,
Fig. 8.

Like numerals of reference mark the same
parts wherever they occur in the several fig-
ures of the drawings. -

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 1
is a body of an inkstand of any ordinary well-

known construction, the inkstand shown in

Figs. 1, 2, and 3 having a contracted neck 2
and being of bottle form, while that shown in
Kigs. 4, 5, and 6 is of jar form, the opening
being of the same diameler as the body. The

form shown in Figs. 7, 8, and 9 is the same as

that of Figs. 4,5, and 6. Each of these ink-
stands is provided with a cap 3, which con-
sists of a flat plate on top of the body, hav-
ing a downwardly-depending annular flange
or ring 4, which engages with and embraces
the upper edge of the inkstand, the rim in the
form shown in FFigs. 1 to 3 being plain to em-
brace the plain edge of the inkstand, while
thoseintheother figures arescrew-threaded to
engage corresponding threads formed on the
upper outer edges of the body. Each of the
caps has, depending downward and conver-
ging toward the interior of the bottle or ink-
stand, a conic frustum 5, through the open re-
versed apex end of which the pen is passed to
dip it into the ink. The caps may be secured
inplaceon theinkstand and packed to prevent
leakage in any approved manner. In Figs. 1

to 3 Ishow a heavyring 6,which is to pass into

the neck of the inkstand as would a cork. In
the other two forms the caps are secured on as
before stated and provided with thin pack-
ing-rings 7 to be squeezed or pressed down
against the top of the body. The central
openings in the cap at the large end of the
reversed conic frustums 5 may be closed,
when desired, by a suitable lid—as, for in-
stance, a flat plate 8, pivoted to the top of the
cap. (See Ifigs. 1 and 2.) D

In each of the forms illustrated I provide
inside the inkstand and below the conic frus-
tums 5 a reversed cone 9 with its lower apex
end closed and its upper end open, said up-
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per end extending around the lower end of

the conic frustum and its upper edge being
slightly higher than the lower end of said
frustum. To hold thisinverted cone 9 in its
proper position, I mayemploy various means.
In Figs. 1 to 6 it is secured to the cap by
means of strips 10 of metal soldered to the
cap and this cone. In Figs. 7, 8, and 9 the
cone 9 1s secured to or forms part of an an-

nular plate 11, having side annular ring 12
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and upper plate 13, the whole forming a box -

14 of slightly-less diameter than the interior
of the inkstand and supported therein at

| the proper height by a shelf or flange 15 on
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a ring 16, secured inside or formed in the
olass of the inkstand at a distance from the
cap slightly greater than the height of the
cone-box 14. The ring 16 and flange 15 have
vertical passage-ways or openings 17 there-
through to permit the ink to pass from the
lower reservoir to the upper part of the ink-
stand as oceasion may require. 1t1s under-
stood that the number and size of these open-
ings will be such as to permit the ink to pass
freely in sufficient quantities.

Variousother changes might suggest them-
selves to the mechanic in carrying out my in-
vention, the operation of which may be de-
seribed as follows: Ink being placed in the
inkstand and the cap secured in position, if
the inkstand is reversed the ink will flow
into the reversed cap and will be prevented
from spilling by the walls of the conic frus-
tam 5, and when turning the inkstand back
to its upright position a portion of the ink
will run or be splashed into the inverted cone
9 and will thus form a liquid seal to prevent
air from reaching the ink inside the bottle
and a supply in which to dip the pen for use.
Only a small amount of ink will be thus ex-
posed, and whatever is left therein may be

returned to the main body by turning the

inkstand to one side. ‘When a small portion
of ink is desired in the cone 9, it is only nec-
essary to take the inkstand in the hand and
oo through the motions necessary tothrow wa-
ter out of acup or glass. Theink splashing
against the under side of the cap a portion
of it will be deflected into the cone ready for
use.

In the form shown in Figs. 7and 3 the cone-
box 14, as before described, is of slightly-less
diameter than the inkstand and of less height
than the space in which it is confined. This
permits the ink to pass between the cone-box
and the side of the inkstand when reversed
and leaves a portion of it between the plate
13 and the cap, which portion will run into
the cone 9 when the inkstand is set upright
again.

In every form the ink in the dipping-res-
ervoir or inverted cone will reach above the
lower edge of the conic frustum and while
presenting a small supply to the pen will al-
ways form a liquid seal and prevent the en-
trance of the atmosphere into the body of the
inkstand, thereby avoiding the evaporation
and gumming up of the ink. |

If desired, the several parts comprising the
conical reservoir when made of glass may be

'1'

formed of a single piece, and, as may be seen,
the conical section issuspended from the frus-
tum of the outer section by means of two or
more pieces. These pieces (the cone and the
frustum) may be cast integral and secured
to the top or stopper in any well-known man-
ner.

Maving thus fully described my invention,
what I claim is— |

1. An inkstand having a top or cap carry-
ing an inverted conic frustum, an elastic
packing between the top and the inkstand,
and a fixed closed inverted conic ink-recep-
tacle supported by the upper part of the ink-
stand and into which the conic frustum ex-
tends, passage-ways being formed between
the inverted cone and thetop of the inkstand
whereby the ink may be thrown into the in-
verted cone by an upward toss of the Ink-
stand, as set forth.

2. An inkstand comprising & cap or cover-
ing, means for securing and sealing said cap,
there being a conical pen-opening therein, a
rim formed in the interior of the inkstand, a
box loosely resting on said rim, there being
an opening in the top of said box slightly
larger than the conical pen-opening into
which said pen-opening extends a short dis-
tance, and an inverted cone formed in the
bottom of said box directly under the pen-
opening forming a dip, substantially as de-
scribed. | | |

3. The combination in an inkstand of a top
having a central inverted frustum open at its
bottom, sealing means to make a tight joint
between the top and the inkstand, an inverted
frustum of a cone closed at its bottom and
means entirely located mear the top of the
inkstand tosupportsaid frustum, allarranged
as set forth. . -

4, The combination in an inkstand of a top

‘having a central, inverted, conical frustum

open at its bottom, a packing between said
top and the inkstand to form a tight joint, an
inverted frustum of a cone closed at its bot-
tom, and means entirely located near the top
of the inkstand to support said frustum, all
arranged as set forth. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence ot
two witnesses. h

STEPHEN G. BALDWIN,

VWitnesses:
KFRANK STOUT,
MORT MCRAE.
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