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To all whom it may concern:

of West Virginia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvemente in -Bootjacks; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact desceription of the mventmn

eueh as will enable others skilled in the art to '

which it appertains tomake and use the same.

My invention relates to new and useful im-

provements in bootjacks, and has for its ob-
ject toproduce a device of the characterabove
mentioned that will-be especially simple in

construction, cheap, dureble, and efficient in |

operation.

It 18 my purpose to provide a bootjack
which can be operated by convenient means
to accommodate the heel- -clamp of the jack
to the widths of various boot-heels and also
to any length of boot.

Other ob]eets and advantages of my in-

vention will become epperent 1n the course

of the following description, and the points
of novelty will be particularly pointed out in
the claims.

I am enabled to accomplish the objects of
my invention by the simple means illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a perspectlve view of
my improved bootjack with one of the plates

thereof removed for more clearly illustrating
the same. Fig. 2 represents a 10n0‘1tud1nel
central seetwn of the device.

tion of the bootjack, and Fig. 4 represents a
perspective view of the lever for operating
the jack. Fig. 5 represents a perspective
view of a mod1f ed form of the lever.
Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
indicates a freme which is composed of two
side bars 2 and 3, connected at their ends
and at the top and bottom by cross bars or
plates 4 and 3, respectively, the plates 5 be-
Ing provided w1th short laterally-extending
arms perforated, as indicated by the numeral

- 6, for the passage of bolts or ser ews, by which

K0

means the bootjack is firmly secm ed. to the |

floor.

The numeral 7 indicates a cross- bar which
is secured to the upper edge of the cross-bars
2 and 3, and the numercbl S indicates two

clamping-jaws which are pivoted to the un- |

Flﬂ' 3 repre-
sents a perspective view of the slldmﬂ' sec-

. " der side of the bar 7, and their front ends are
Be it known that I, CHARLES F. SPAID of |
L.ehew, in the county of Hampshire and State .

recessed, as 1ndleeted by the numeral 9, and
their rear ends provided with downwmd]y

extending lugs or projections 10.

The numera,l 11 indicates a slide which is

supported upon the upper sides of the plates
| 0, and sald slide is provided at its forward
;end with a slot 12, in which is received the

extension 13 of the Opera,tlnn*-level 14. The
rear end of the slide is provided at its side

edges with inclined cam-blocks 15 and be-
tween said blocks with a block 16, which is

55
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beveled atits forward end,on both sides there- 6 5'

of, as indicated by the numeral 17, said block
16 bein g also provided with shoulders 18, the
purpose of which will presently become ap-

parent.
The numeral 19 indicates four curved re-

cesses which are provided, two on either side

of the frame, in the bars 2 and 3. These re-

cesses are adapted to receive the short later-

ally-extending pins 20, which are provided

upon the Operatmn*-level 14. The operating-

lever is provided a short distance above the
frame, at the central portion thereof, with a
beveled recess 21 for the reeeptlon of the
toe of the boot, the lever thus forming a toe-

clamp.
The numeral 22 indicates two metallic

plates which I preferably provide upon the
side bars 2 and 3, on the outside thereof, said
plates being recessed to correspond with the

recesses 19, “the purpose of which plates being

to plevent the wood from sphttmg at this
point.

The operation of my device is as Follows:
Assuming the lever to be rocked toward the
rear of the frame and it is desired to pull of
a boot, the heel is inserted in the space be-
tween the front ends of the clamping-jaws.
The upper end of the lever is then rocked to-
ward the operator, causing the slide to move
in -the opposite direction and forcing the

wedge-shaped end 17 of the block 16 between

the rear ends of the clamping-jaws, thus caus-
ing them to rock on their pivots and decrease
the width of the space between the front ends
of the clamping-jaws, thus tightening the
same upon the heel of the boot. The toe of
the boot meanwhile being in the recess 21 in
the lever, the tendency of the lever during

its movement toward the operator is to more
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firmly secure the toe of the bootin the recess.
After the boot has been removed from the foot
the lever is rocked in the opposite direction,
causing the slide to move in the opposite di-
rection and causing the inclined inner faces
of the blocks 15 to be brought in contact with
the sides of the lugs or projections 8 on the
rear ends of the clamping-jaws, thus causing
the clamping-jaws to be rocked on their pivotls
and the space between their forward ends
widened for the reception of a boot-heel when
it is again desired to use the jack.

Referring particularly to Fig.5,the numeral
292" indicates the lever, which in the present
instance is bifurcated, as indicated by the
numeral 23, and pivotally secured between
the bifurcated ends of said leveris a link 24,
provided on its lower face with two transverse
agrooves 25, adapted to fit over the pins in the
recess in the forward end of theslide. Mount-
ed upon the upper section of the link 24 18 a
block 26, which extends transversely between
the side bars of the bootjack for the purpose
of supporting the sole of the boot when the
same is in position to be pulled oif.

I do not desire to be understood as limiting
myself to the precise construction shown in
the drawings, and changes involving meo-
chanical skill may be made without depari-
ing from the spirit of the invention-—as, for
instance, any desired number of recesses
similar to recesses 20 may be provided on the
side bars, by which the operating-lever can
be pivoted with relation to the clamping-jaws.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15— |

1. In a boofjack, pivoted and relatively-
movable heel-clamping jaws, in combination
with a sliding cam or wedge for operating said
jaws, and an operating hand-lever having a
jointed connection with said cam or wedge,
substantially as described.

2. In a bootjack, a pair of relatively-mov-
able heel-clamping jaws, in combination with
a slide cobperating with said jaws to open and
close the latter, and an operating-lever hav-
ing a jointed connection with said slide, sub-
stantially as described.

3. In a bhootjack, the combination with a
pairofrelatively-movable heel-clamping jaws,

of a slide, cams thereon for actuating the

jaws, and a hand-lever for reciprocating said
slide, substantially as desecribed.

4, In a bootjack, the combination with a
pairof relatively-movable heel-clamping jaws
having lugs at one end, of a slide having cams
to operate on said lugs, and a hand-lever ad-
justably fulerumed on the body of the jack
and adjustably connected to said slide, sub-
stantially as described.

5. Ina bootjack, the combination with rela-

tively-movable heel-clamping jaws, of aslide

cobperating therewith, and an operating-lever
having an adjustable connection with said
slide, substantially as described.

G. Inabootjack, the combination with rela-
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tively-movable heel-clamping jaws, of a le-
ver adjustably connected to the body of the
jack and provided with a toe-receiving recess
and connections between said lever and jaws
for operating the latter, substantially as de-
seribed. -

7. Inabootjack, the combination with rela-
tively-movable heel-clamping jaws, of a com-
bined toe-clamp and lever mounted on the
body of the jack, and connections between
said lever and the jaws for operating the lat-
ter, substantially as described.

3. Inabootjack, the combination with rela-
tively-movable heel-clamping jaws, of a slide
carrying means for operating said jaws, a le-
ver fulerumed on the body of the jack,and a
link connecting one end of said lever with
the slide, substantially as desecribed.

9. Ina bootjack, the combination with rela-
tively-movable heel-clamping jaws, of a slide
carrying means for operating said jaws, a le-
ver fulerumed on the jack, and a link con-
necting said lever and slide, said link having
a plurality of grooves to interchangeably fit
a pin on the slide, substantially as and for
the purpose specified.

10. A device of the character described,
comprising a suitable frame, a bar extending
across said frame and secured to either side
thereof, two clamping-jaws pivoted to sald
bar, and provided at their rear ends with
downwardly-projecting pins or lugs, a slide
below said jaws, and provided with means for
rocking the jaws on their pivots, and reduc-
ing and increasing the space between their
forward ends, a lever pivoted to the frame
and provided with a recess for the reception
of the toe of the boot, and a link connected
to the slide and pivoted to the lever,whereby
theslide is moved in one direction orthe other
when the lever is rocked to open or close the
pivoted jaws and tolessen or increase the dis-
tance between the recess in the lever, and the
clamping-jaws, and means for supporting the
sole of the boot, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth. |

11. A bootjack comprising two side bars
suitably braced, and adapted to be secured
to the floor, a cross-bar secured to the side
bars and having two clamping-jaws pivoted
thereto, said jaws having their rear ends pro-
vided with pins or projections, a slide between
the side bars and provided with inclined cam-
surfaces adapted to lessen the space between
the front ends of the clamping-jaws,when the
slide is moved in one direction, and increase’
the width of said space when moved in the
opposite direction, a lever removably pivoted
to the side bars, and provided with a recess
for the toe of the boot, and a link connected
to the slide and pivoted to the lever, so that
the sald slide will be moved in one direction
or the other, and means for supporting the
sole of the boot, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

12. The combination with a slide having a
recess in its end, of a lever pivoted in the

70

75

30

Qo

95

100

105

110

115

120

125

130




611,043 3

frame and provided w1th an opening or pocket | In testlmony whereof I have swned this
for the reception of the toe of the boot, and | specification in the presence of two subserib-
a link pivoted to said lever and to the shde, ing witnesses.

said link being provided with a rest for the CHARLES F. SPAID.
5 sole of the boot when the same is in position | Witnesses: '
to be pulled off, substantially as and for the B. GIBSON,

purpose set forth. o . HANNUM.
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