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(No mndel )

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JESSEE W. JACKSON, a,
citizen of the United Smtes residing at Wln—-
ston, in the county of Forsyth and State of
North Carolina, have invented a new and use-
ful Pinless Olothes-Lme of which the follow-
ing 1s a specification.

M}T invention relates to pmless clothes-
lines; and the object in view is to provide a
clothes-linelink having a spirally-twisted slot
and to provide a elathes—lme of the class de-
seribed wherein the introduction of an article
between the sides of its slot will not separate
said sides from the point of contact of the
article totheouterend of theslot, but wherein
the slot sides will close or come together at
both ends of the separated portion.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide & clothes-line of the class desecribed
wherein the suspended articles are held in
place not only by the frictional contact of the
sides of the slot with which they are engaged,
but by the abrupt or sharp-bending of SIlCh
article over one side of the slot; a,nd a fur-

ther object of the invention is to prowde im-

proved means forsecuring the free ends of the
blank from which each lmk of the clothes-line
is formed to prevent separation or other dis-
arrangement of the parts thereof.

Hurther objects and advantages of this in-
vention will appear in the following desecrip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
pmtlcularly pointed out in the appended
claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view of

& portion of a pinless clothes-line constructed

in accordance with myinvention. Fig. 2isa
plan view of one of the links. Fig. 3 is a
transverse section on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2,
showing an article of fabric engaged with the
slot at a point contiguous to the eye or spread

‘portions of the sides of the link, Fig.4isa

similar view on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2, showmb

wardly to a point contiguous to the center of
the link, Fig. 51is a det‘ul view of the 1001{
at the center of the link.

Similar numerals of refel ence mdmate COT-

responding partsin all the ﬁo'ures of the draw-

ings.
The clothes-line embodylnﬂf my invention
consists of a plurality of connected links 1,

| the sides of the loops.

couespondmo* In construction and each con-

structed of a single blank of wire (preferably .

spring-wire) doubled upon itself at interme-
diate points to form oppositely-extending
alined loops, the extremities of the blank be-
ing carried inwardly and interlocked with the
eentel of the blank to prevent separation of
The outer or remote
portions of the loops formed by the wire blank
are spread or enlarged to constitute eyes 2,

having inwardly - eonvewent sides, and in
communication with these eyes the slots

formed between the contacting sides of the

loops extend inwardly to the lock 3 at the cen-
terof thelink. These engaging slots between
the contacting portions of 13116 sides of the
loops, however, are spirally twisted from the
outermost pomts of contact of the sides of

the loops inwardly to the central lock, and

this spirally-twisted construction of the slots
1sformed by spirally intertwisting the sides or

members of the loops from the pomts of con--
75

tact of said sidesinwardly to thelock. The ex-
tent of a twist may be varied to suit the length
of the link and the peculiar conditions 1111del
which the device is to be used ; but in practice

Thave found it desirable to form in each loop

fromthe point of contact of its sides to t_he_loek
a twist of not less than one-half turn. Hence
when the edge of an article to be suspended
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upon the clothes-lme is inserted between the

spread portions of the sides of a loop, the
edge of the article being upward, and the
a,rtlele is then drawn mwaldly or toward the
central lock of the hnk the Splral tmst of

.....

over and downwa,rdly, whe1 eby, as shown in -

Fig. 4, when the engaged portion of the arti-
cle reaches a point contwuous to the center
of the link the edge of ‘the article extends
downwardly, Whereby the article forms an
abrupt bend around one of the sides or mem-
bers of the loop forming that portion of the
link. This bend in the article serves to as-

‘sist in maintaining the article in engagement

with the clothes-lin e, and thus renders it pos-
sible to maintain the article in place with
less severe frictional contact of the sides of
the slot therewith. *
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A further advanta&e of thls splral tWIStm o .

of the sidesof the slots 1651(165 in the fact that
the introduction of an article between said
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“sides only spreads the latter atthe point occu-

pied by the article. For instance, the wire
forming the near side of the slot at one point
forms the far side thereof at another point,
whereby when an article is introduced be-
tween the sides of the slot the spreading
thereof 1s resisted by the bearing of said
sides against each other ata contiguous point.

- Furthermore, as an article is moved longi-
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pressure applied

tudinally of the slot in which it is engaged,

and thus spreads the sides of the slot ¢con-
secutively at different points,the separating-
to the sides of the slot varies
in direction, and hence not only does not
tend to maintain the sides of the slot open in
rear of the article, but, on the other hand,
tends to close the slot. Ience when an ar-
ticle is engaged with the slot of a link con-
structed in accordance with my invention at
a point remote from the inlet end of the slot
or the spread portions of the sides of the slot

. the slot 1s closed both in front and in rear of
the article and thus resists longitudinal dis-

placement of the article in the slot. The ex-
tremities of the blank from which the link
embodying my invention is constructed are
carried beyond the center of the link to inter-
sect with each other, and beyond this point
of Intersection said extremmes are coiled in
opposite directions around both sides or plies
of the link, as shown at 4. Thus each coil

serves to hold the short side of the opposite
loop in contact with the body portion of the

|
I

| link, whereas longitudinal displacement of

the 00115 is prevented by reason of the inter- 335
locking engagement &13 their points of inter-

Sectlon

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor deta,ﬂs of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit 4o
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this

i invention.

Having déSel*'ibed my invention, what I
claim is—
A pinless clothes-line having a link con- 45

| structed of a single blank of wire, doubled

upon itself at 'intermediate points to form
oppositely - extending alined loops having
their sides intertwisted and being terminally
separated to form clothes-receiving eyes, the
extremities of the blank being extended in-
wardly beyond the center of the body portion
of the blank, and wrapped in opposite direc-
tions around said body portion and the con-
tiguous portion of the other extremity to form 53
a plurality of coils completely encircling the
doubled portions of the blank, substantially
as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my Slfrnature in 6o
the presence of two witnesses.

JESSEE W. JACKSON.
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Witnesses:
A. M. MECUM,
K. A. TUCKER.
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