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1o all zﬂwm Lt may concern:
Le it known that I, SENECA C. REESE, of
Knoxville, in the county of Knox and State

~ of Tennessee, have invented certain new and

5 useful Improvements in Mail-Pouches; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear,and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

10
useful improvements in mail-pouches, and
more particularly to the means for fastening
the same, the object being to provide a more

- simple and cheap construction by means of

which the pouch can be fastened or unfas-

tened with ease and rapidity, and whereby

the strap will be better concealed from view.

A further object is to so construct the pouch
that when the same is opened there is noth-
20

introduction therein.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be specifically defined
by the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a rear
elevation of the upper end of the mail-pouch,

3o showing my improvement applied thereto,
- the closing-flap being raised. TFig. 2 is a lon-
gitudinal sectional view through the upper
end of the pouch, showing the flap closed.
Kig. 3 is a vertical section of Fig. 1. Fig. 4
is a similar view showing the flap elosed and
locked, the locking being shown in section.

Referring to the numerals on the drawings,
1 indicates the body of the pouch, which is
of ordinary construction, and secured to the
rear side thereof adjacent its upper edge by
the two rows of rivets 2 is the strip 3. This
strip is of sufficient width. to fold over the
mouth of the pouch and form the closing-

- flap. Extending inward from the flap adja-
45 cent its outer longitudinal edge is a row of

headed pins 4, which are riveted to said flap,
as illustrated. IFormed in the walls of the
body of the pouch are the perforations 5,
- through which the locking-pins 4 are adapted
50 to extend when the flap is folded over the

35
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This invention relates to certain new and

ing upon the inferior thereof to interfere with
the free discharge of the mail-matter or its

T

mouth of the pouch to close the same, and
riveted to the fixed portion of the strip 3 and

| covering the perforations therein are the
metal cups 6, which are in line with perfora-

tions 5 in the pouch and are adapted to re- ss

ceive the heads of the pins 4 when the flap is

closed. |
71salocking-strap which is movable in the

| space between the body portion of the pouch
and the strip 3, formed by the securing-rivets 6o

2, so that said locking-strap is not visible
from either the inside or the outside of the
pouch. This strap is also formed with the
perforations 8, with which the longitudinally-
extending slots 9 communicate, said strap be- 63
ing adapted to be moved longitudinally until
the perforations thereof register with the per-
forations 5 in the pouch, so that the locking-

pins 4, carried by the blade, will pass there-
through before engaging the cups 6.

s 6. The jo

strap is then drawn longitudinally, so that
the shanks of pins 4 take the longitudinal
slots, and thus prevent the withdrawal there-

of, so that the flap is held closed. When it

1s desired to raise the flap, the strap is drawn 7 5

in the reverse direction until the perforations
register with the perforations of the pouch,
when, as will be understood, the flap may be
opened. IKor insuring the movement of the
strap to the right position for unlocking I 8o
cut away the same on opposite edges, as
shown at 9', and provide the rivets or pins 10
upon the outer side of the pouch for engag-
ing said cut-out portions and limiting the
movement of the strap.

- 85
For locking the strap in position for pre-

venting the withdrawal of the locking-pins of

the flap I provide the flap with the plate 11,
which carries the staple 12 and the frame 13.
In this frame cards orslips bearing the name go
of the destination of the mail contained in
the pouch may be placed. Upon one end of
the strap is a lock-casing carrying any de-
sired number of tumblers 15, having the arms

16 extending from opposite sides of the pivot g5

thereof, with the free ends beveled, asshown,
and extending toward each other, each tum-
bler being held in engagement with the sta-
ple by the spring 17. The casing’is provided

| with the key-hole 18, through which the key 100 _
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may be inserted for the purpose of lifting the
tumblers from engagement with the staple,
as will be understood.

The mode of operation will be readily un-
derstood from the preceding description when
taken in connection with the annexed draw-
ings. The closing and locking are all done in
an instant; also the unlocking and opening.
The push-key is inserted in the lock-casing
and the tumblers disengaged from the staple,
when the lock may be lifted and the strap
given a pull with the left hand, and the pouch
can be readily opened. The openingsin the
strap are bound with a suitable metallic bind-
ing 19, as illustrated, so as to make the same
durable. A handle 20 is provided on the

rear side of the pouch, whereby the same may

be conveniently handled.

Modifications in detail may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention or sacrificing any of its advantages.

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18— | | |

1. The combination with a mail-pouch, of a

flap therefor carrying a plurality of locking-

pins adapted to pass through registering per-
forations in the body of the pouch, a locking-

- strap having projecting ends and which the

30
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locking-pins are adapted to engage, and a co-

acting lock carried on the projecting end of
the strap, and a flap provided with a staple

adapted to be engaged by the lock, substan-
tially as described. |

2. Thecombination with a mail-pouch,of an
independent piece secured thereto and con-
stituting the flap, a locking-strap movable be-
tween the body portion of the pouch and said
piece, a plurality of locking-pins carried by
the flap and adapted to extend through reg-
istering perforationsin the body of the pouch
and locking-strap, said locking-strap having

projecting ends and adapted to move longi-

tudinally to prevent the withdrawal of the
locking-pin, and a coacting lock carried on

the projecting end of the locking-strap, and |

- a flap provided with a staple adapted to be

engaged by the lock, substantially as de-
scribed. |

3. Thecombination with a mail-pouch,ofan
independent piece secured thereto and con-
stituting the flap, a locking-strap movable
longitudinally between the body portion of

the pouch and said piece, said locking-strap

provided with perforations adapted to regis-
ter with the perforations formed in the body
portion of the pouch, cups or sockets carried
by the independent piece and in line with the
perforations of the pouch and locking-strap,
a plurality of headed locking-pins carried by
the flap and adapted to extend through the
perforations of the pouch and locking-strap
with their heads engaging the cups, sald lock-
ing-strap being provided with slots commu-
nicating with the perforations, whereby when
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the strap is moved longitudinally the with- -

drawal of the locking-pins is prevented, and
coacting locking means carried by the strap
and flap, substantially as deseribed.

4. The combination with a mail-pouch pro-
vided with perforations, of a locking-strap
having projecting ends and movable longi-
tudinally thereon and formed with perfora-
tions adapted to register with the perfora-
tions of the pouch, locking-pins carried by
the flap and adapted to extend through the
perforationsof the pouch and strap, said strap
being cut away on its edge, a pin carried by
the pouch and engaging said cut-away por-
tion to limit the movement of the strap, and
a coacting lock carried on the projecting end
of the strap, and a flap provided with a sta-
ple to engage the lock, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
Ing witnesses.

SENECA C. REESKE.

Witnesses: _ |
ASHLEY . JOHNSON,
NELLIE L. ITALL.
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