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To C&ZZ whom it may concern:

3e it known that we, RoBERT IH. WOLM.

and IRA B. WOLFE, resuflmﬂ' at Tillar, in the

county of Drew and State of A’tkansas, have

invented a new and useful Vehicle- Step, of
which the following is a spemﬁcatwn

This invention IGlELtGS to an improved ve-

hicle-step; and the object of the invention is

to provide a step so constructed that it will

swing automatically when it comes in contact

with an obstruction, so as to disengage the
same and avoid the bl eaking or bendmﬂ m Cl-
dent to a rigid step.

A further object is to provide a wumd for

the step, so that when the latter comes in con-
tact with the obstruetion it will readily swing
to disengage the same.

- With the above objects in view the inven-
tion counsists of a rearwardly-swinging step,
a curved gunard therefor, and a spring for re-
turning the step to 1ts normal position when
the obsttuetlon has been passed.

In order to enable others skilled in the art

to which our invention most nearly apper-

tains to make and use the same, we will now
proceed to deseribe its constr uction and op-
eration, reference being had to the accompa-
nying dmwmﬂs forming palt of this spe(.,l-
fication, in w thh——-—- -

I‘wme 1 is a perspective view of a ve]nele
with our step attached thereto, showing the
operation of the invention. 'Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of the step detached from the
vehicle. Ifig. 3 is a vertical section of the
bracket on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2.. TFig. 4is a
vertical section of Fig. 2, taken :;—Lt right an-
gles to Fig. 8.

Referring to the drawings, A is the bracket,
having the inwardly-extendin gattaching-arm
B and the laterally-extending arms C at the

~ outer end thereof. Said bracket also hasthe

5o

downwardly-extending portion D,whichis cut

out onits outerfacetoreceive the upper end of
the step-standard E, which is pivoted thereto,
as illustrated at F. The lower end of the
standard carries the step portion G, and se-
cured at its upper end to the for ward edge of
thestandard, adjacentitslowerend or formed
integrally therewith,isthe guard-rod H,which
curves forwardly and downwardly and at its
lower end is united to the step portion at its

in nor m(ﬂ position.

Formed in the bracket is the central verti-
cal slot I, which opens through the upper end
of the depending portion D',i said slot being
open at its forward end to permit the upper
reduced end J of the standard toswing there-
into, the rear end wall of the slot fommng a
stop against which said standard abuts when
“ A colled spring K is se-
cured at one end to the standard and at its
opposite end to the under side of one of the
lateral arms C, said spring serving to return
the standard and step to their normal posi-
tions after the obstruction has been passed.

In operation when the vehicle passes an
obstruction, such as a stump, the guard-rod
of the btep will engage the stump and pre-
vent the step eatchmﬂ' thereon, while said
step will swing later ally thr 0110]:1 the medium
of the pwoted standard.- When the obstruc-
tion has been passed, the step will bereturned
to its normal position by the spring.

From the above description it will be seen

that we have produced a simple construction
of step which is adapted to automatically

disengage an obstruction with which it may
come in contaet and which returns to its nor-
mal position when the obstruction has been
passed.

While we have illustrated and described
the best means now known to us for carrying
out our invention, we do not wish to be un-
derstood as restricting ourselves to the exact
detalls of construction shown and described,
but hold that any slight changesorvariations
such as might Sugges’u themselves to the or-
dinary mechamc would properly fall within
the limit and scope of our invention.

Having thus described our invention, what
we clmm as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18—

The combination with a vehicle, of a
bmcket adapted to be secured thereto, and
formed with a vertical slot open atits forward
end, a standard pivoted to said bracket and
carrying a step portion, said standard adapted

- ab its upper end to swin g within the slot, and

| forward end. This guard-rod serves to pre-
vent the engagement of the step portion with
the obstluctmn and holds the same there-
from until the latter has been passed by the
vehicle. -

55

6.0

75

30

90

95

IQ0




2 ' ' . 610,697

a spring secured at one end to the standard |

and adapted to hold the same normally abut-
- ting against the rear end wall of the slot, sub-
stantially as described.

2. The combination with a vehicle, of a
standard pivoted thereto and carrying a step
portion, and a guard curved forwardly and
downwardly and attached at one end to the

standard, _aﬁd at its opposite end to the step
portion, substantially as described.

ROBERT H. WOLFE.
" IRA B. WOLFE.

Witnesses:
T. F. TILLAR,
C. L. DISHOUGH.
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