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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jor~ H. STEVENSON a
citizen of the United States residing at Alle-
gheny, in the county of Alleg gheny and State
oi Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Hand-Guillo-

tines for Fowls; and I do declare the follow-

ing to be a full, clear, and exact description

"of the mventlon such as will enable others

skilled in the art to which it appertains to

make and use the same, reference being had
tothe accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, whmh form
a part of this specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
hand-guillotine for fowls which may be easily
mampulated by one hand of the operator af-
ter being set, leaving the other hand free to
hold the fowl in the desired position. -

With this object in view the invention con-
sists of the several details of construction and
combination of parts, as will be hereinafter
fully described, and p&rtwular]y pointed out
in the claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
my improved guillotine, showing the knife
retracted ready for use.

sition. Fig. 3 1s an enlarged view of the fin-
ger-hold used in drawmw back the Iknife.

FIU'S 4 and 5 are detail views of the locking-
-strfm for holding the knife in its 1et1acted

position. Fig. 6 i1s a modification of the lock-
ing-strap.

Similar reference -letters indicate sumla,r
parts in the several figures.

A representsthe main orbase plate,reduced
at 1ts rear end to form a handle A’.
plate is provided with an aperture A® near
1ts front end of sufficient size to permit the
passage of the head of a fowl therethrough.
It is also provided with a smaller apertme ¢
near the junction of the handle and the main
portion of the base-plate for a purpose here-
inafter referred to. The side edges of the
main portion of the plate A are folded over
to form ways b, and the front edge is folded

over to form a StOp C.

This

|

Fig. 2 is a similar |
view showing the knife in 1ts Inoperative po-

on the plate A in the ways b, and preferably 5o

the cutting edge will be obhque as shown in
Kigs. 1 and 2.

D' is afinger-hold secured to the blade near
its rear edﬂ‘e, and Cis aspiral spring secured

at one end tothe finger-hold and at its other 53

end to the front edge of the plate A.

A locking-strap dis secured to the rear por-
tion of the knife, as at d', and projects beyond
1ts rear edge. This strap is provided with
a lockmﬂ*-shouldel on 1ts under side, which
18 adap‘ued to be engaged with the front edge
of the opening « When the knife ig in its re-
tracted position, as in Kig. 1. The shoulder
may be formed by pr ov1d1nﬂ* the strap with
a lug d3 as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, or a re-
cess may be made in the strap, as mdlcated
by d* in Fig. 6.

The opelatlon 1s as follows: The Opelatm
will grasp the handle with one hand and the
finger-hold with a finger of the other hand
and retract the knife against the force of the
spring until the shouldel on the strap engages
the front edge of the opening a. The oper-
ator can then press on the strap with the
thumb of the hand grasping the handle and
hold it against accidental release. Theother
hand will then be free to grasp the fowl to in-
sert its head through the aperture A*. When
the head is in the desn'ed position, the pres-
sure of the thumb can be released from the
strap d and one of the fingers be caused to
press against the under side of the strap

| through the opening a until it is released,

when the spring will propel the knife forward
with sufficient force to decapitate the fowl.
Having described the invention, I claim—
A ha,nd-ﬂ*mllotme for fowls, comprising a
plate having a handle at its rear end, its side
edges folded over to form ways, and a stop
at its front end, said plate having also an ap-
erture near its front end through which the
head of a fowl may be passed, “and another
opening near its handle, a knife supported on
the plate to slide in said ways, a finger-hold
secured to the knife,a spiral spring connected
at one end to the knife and at its other end
to the front end of the plate, and ashouldered

D represents the kmfe; supported to slide | strap secured to the knife and projecting be-
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S -Vond its rear edge, the shoulder on:the strap | limit the forward movement of the kmfe, sub- o
e bemﬂ' adapted to engage the front edge of the stantlally as deseribed. =1'.:c>; o
T said opening in the plate near 1ts handle and | In testimony whereof. I afﬁ*{ my swnatme. DERERE
.. hold the knife against the force of thespring, | in ‘presence of two witnesses. SR
SR A S 5 the enwagement of said shoulder with: the | SR JOHN II STEVENSON ST
f:-%fi:f:-'f?-f:-f"'e'dcreoftheopenmn*bemﬂ*eontmlledbythe Wltne%seb |
L e thumbandﬁnweroftheopemtorbhandwhlch . ANDREW IIOPKINS T

grasps the handle, andthestopsewmwtoh;-  SAMUEL A. BARR..
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