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exact description.

- UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

'RICHARD C. BECKETT, OF WEST POINT, MISSISSIPPI.

CAR-COUPLING.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 610,519, dated September 13, 1898,
Application filed October 25, 1897, Serial No, 656,380, (No model.)

To all whom Tt may concerm.:

Be it known that I, RicHARD C. BECKETT,
residing at West Point, in the county of Clay
and State of Mississippi, have invented a new

and useful Improvement in Car-Couplings,

of which the following is a full, clear, and

My invention is an improvement in auto-

matie pivoted-jaw car-couplings; and the nov-

elty resides chiefly in the construction and ar-
rangement of the springs and disengaging de-
vices with the jaws, as hereinafter set forth
and claimed. .

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
an end view of a freight-car having my im-
proved coupling attached. Fig. 2 is a plan
view of my coupling. TFig. 3 is a central lon-
gitudinal section of the coupling. Fig. 4isa
side view of one of the catches and its at-
tached lever-triggers.

The hollow draw-heads A are rabbeted or
halved at their meeting ends, which thus form
squareabutting edges orsurfaces. The draw-

“heads. thus protect the coupling mechanisin

proper and also take the shock attending col-

lision in coupling cars to which they are re- |

spectively connected. |
Within each draw-head A a catch B is piv-

otally mounted on a transverse rod a, and |
their outer ends b are beveled and shouldered

on the inner side to adapt them to slide into
locking engagement, asshownin Fig. 2. Such
beveled free end of each catch B is provided
with a spring attachment composed of a heli-
cal spring C and a hooked rod D, which it en-
circles. The said rod is permanently con-
nected with the catch B and projects later-
ally through a hole ¢’ in the side of the draw-

head, the hooked free end of the same over-

lapping the edge of such hole, asshown., The
spring C seats on a shoulder formed in said
hole a'.
tion and arrangement of the spring attach-
ment the free ends of the catches B are pressed
inward farenough to cause engagement of the

same and to hold them locked against acei-

dental disengagement; also, that the hooks
d prevent the springs C foreing the catches B
inward beyond the point which insures proper

50 sliding engagement of their beveled ends b. |

Itis apparent that by this construe-

| To disengage the catches B, as illustrated
1in Ifig. 3, I employ devices in the nature of
lever-triggers E, which are straight bars ar-

rangedinlongitudinal slots 6’ in the catches B
and pivoted on cross-pinse. A pull-rod F is
pivotally connected with the rear end of each
trigger and extends through a hole ¢? in the
side of a draw-head A, its outer end being in
practice connected with another pull-rod or
chain, which may extend to the side or top of
a car. In Fig. 11 show a chain G attached
and winding on a rotatable vertical shaft H,
havinga hand-wheel I on each end. Thisat-
tachment, however, particularly applies to
freight-cars. |
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It will be seen that by the arrangement of

the springs C near the front ends of the
catches B the springs act with greater power
and certainty, and the stop-rods D also serve
as holders and guides therefor. Besides, this

arrangement leaves space at the rear for ap-

plication of the pull-rods ¥, that operate the
triggers K. I thusavoid praectical defects in

couplings of this class in which flat plate-

springs are used to act on the rear portion of
the draw-heads and in which horizontal rods
extend from the side through the catches for
operating the triggers.

- Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— |

- Theimproved car-coupling composed of the
hollow draw-heads having their ends halved
and forming abutting shoulders, the beveled
catches pivoted in the respective draw-heads,
the spring attachments of said catches, which
consistof hooked stop-rods secured to the free

in sockets in the draw-heads, and the lever-
triggers composed of straight bars pivoted in

a slot in the catches, and pull-rods extending

through holes in the draw-heads, as shown
and described. |

R. C. BECKETT.

Witnesses:
J. W. BRADY,
W. L. DORR.
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front portions of the ecatches and extend
throughadjacentholesin the draw-heads, and
helical springsencireclingsuchrodsand seated -
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