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To all whom it maz Y CONCETTL: |
Be it known- that I, WILLIAM WEBSTER
- WATTS, a subject of the Queen of Great Brit-

~aln, residing at Birmingham, in the county

5 of Warwick, England, have invented an Im-
proved Adjustable Apparatus for Treeing,

Stretehing, or Holding Boots or Shoes, (which
has been patented in Great Britain, dated Sep-.

tember 22,1891, No. 16,059,) of which the fol-
10 lowing is a full, elear, and exact description.
The object of this invention is to produce
an improved apparatus for treeing, stretch-
ing, or holding boots or shoes whereby the
shape of same is neatly and elegantly pre-
15 served and the operation of cleaning or pol-
ishing rendered easy and expedl.tlons -
In carrying my invention into effect I take
a piece of wood or other suitable material of

suitable length and section, which for con-

" 20 venience I call a ‘““tongue,” one end of which
- 1s rounded off, while the other end is slightly
beveled 11pward and provided with a threaded
~aperture through which is passed a suitable
screw-rod. One end of this screw-rod is pro-

25 vided with a suitable handle, while the other
end abuts against or enters a block of wood
or other suitable material of peculiar shape
called the ** heel-block.”

My invention is illustrated in the accom-

30 panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 repr esents the apparatus sepa-
rately, and Fig. 2 its application to a boot;
Fig. 3, the end “of the screw-rod, as. presently
described.

35 A is the tongue, through the heel or back
end of which passes the screw-rod B. The
end of this serew-rod is dovetailed and has a
saw-cut B, as shown at Kig. 3, which permits
of its being sprung into a corresponding

40 dovetalled recess formed in the heel-block C.
By this means the block is held on the screw-
rod sufficiently secure and remains stationary
while the screw-rod is rotated. 'This arrange-
ment also enables the secrew-rod to be readily

45 withdrawn from the tongue, and thus facili-
tates the packing and portability of the ap-
paratus. The shape of heel-block I prefer

consists of a rounded ball Wlth a flattened end
or ends, as shown.
The actlon of the apparatus is as follows:

50

| i1shing.

| When it is desired to use the apparatus, the
serew-rod is turned up, so that the heel-block

comes near the tongue, when the latter is in-

troduced into the boot or shoe to be treed,
stretched, or held with its free end directed 53
toward the toe.
tated so as to drive the heel-block against
heel of boot or shoe.
.to rise against upper and sides and press for-—
ward a%mst the toe, thereby straightening 6o

The screw-rod is then ro-

‘I’his causes the tongue

the sole, removing Wrmkles and effectually
restoring the sha,pe, while at the same time

-afﬁordmﬂ' a ready and convenient means for

holding the boot or shoe in a suitable posi-
tion dmmﬂ' the operation of cleaning or pol- 65
_ When used for this latter purpose,
the tongue may be prolonged at its heel end,

~as 1ndicated by the dotted extension D, Fig.
1, so that the device can be attached 130 any

su1table support. 70
It is obvious that the tongue may be oper-
ated by means of a lever or cam or a ratchet
arrangement instead of the screw described,
the principle of the invention being the in-
sertion of the tongue-piece in a oot or shoe 75
and the apphea,tmn of means to force same
against the upper and sides, as well as to-
ward the toe, thereby accomplishing the ob-

jects in view.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what 8o
I desire to claim and secure by Letters Patent
18—
An apparatus fortreeing,str etchin g or hold-
ing boots and shoes, consisting of the tongue
A, having a toe-engaging portion and pro- 8s
vided at 1ts heel or back end with a screw-
threaded opening, the ser ew-rod B engaging
said opening and havmﬂ' 1ts lower end dove—
tailed and provided WIth a saw-cut, and the -
heel-block C provided with a dovetailed re- oo
cess, the dovetailed end of the secrew-rod be-
ing adapted to be sprung into the recess in
the heel-block, substantially as described.

In tesmmony whereof I affix my signature
in presenee of two witnesses. |

WILLIAM WEBSTER WATTS.

Witnesses: |
J. 5. BLANCKENSEE,
EDwWD. A. TATE.
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