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UNITED STATES PATENT O

FFICE.

WILLIAM HARLEY WHITE, OF EDINBURGIH, SCOTLAND.

APPARATUS FOR PLAYING GOLF.

| SPEC‘IFICATION ferming part ef lLet‘ters Patent No. 610,336, dated September 6, 1898,

Application filed December 27, 189"?-. Seriel No. 663,574,

(No medel.) |

To . all whonv it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM HARLEY
WHITE, printer, a subject of the Queen of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
residing at Thistle Lodge, West Ferry road,

: Edmbnrﬂ‘h in the county of Mld-Lothlan

Seetlend ‘have invented a new Apparatus for
Playing the Game of Golf in Restricted Areas

of Ground Roofed or Unroofed, of which the

following is a specification.

This 1nvent10n relates to an apparatus for

playing the game of golf in restricted areasof
ground, roofed or nnroofed and I may call it
“short” golf.

~ The eppa.latus consists ot pendent strings
or tapes of hemp, cotton, wool, or other spun
or woven material, or cor d with a wire core or
wire strands, or sbups of leather, rubber, or
other material set up fto partlally impede the
p1 ogr ess of a golf-ball when driven against 113

Sueh pendent stri ings or stri Ips are Suspended
above the ground from a horizontal bar or
bars of wood, or bars or tubes of iron, brass,
steel, or other metal or horizontal stretches of
strings or strips of textile fabric, leather, or
rubber. Such horizontal bars or strips are
supported at each end on upright posts or
tubes of wood or metal fixed firmly in the
oround, orinlieu of the stripshangingloosely
from the top bar of the frame from which the
strips are suspended I may fix the extremi-
ties of the strips to a bottom bar of the frame.
Also I may mount the strips horizontally—
that is to say, between two opposite upright

‘posts—or the strips may be diagonally ar-

ranged—that is to say, the top of the first

_ stmp may be attached to the top of the frame

40

within which the strips are strung and the
other end of the strip connected to one of the
uprights, the middle strips being connected

- diagonally between the top and bottom bars

50

of the frame, the strips at the other end of |

the frame being connected between the other
or opposite upright and the bar at the bottom
of the frame. Also I may use a ¢ircle-frame,
from the rim of which I may string the strips
Veltmelly or horizontally or dmfronally' 1
may keep the strips taut by means of india-
rubber or steel springs attached to the bars,
also so that the required tension may be given
to the strips, so as to offer more or less "Iesztst-

o |

’ ance to the peesage of the balls through be-
| tween the strips, or I may keep the strips taut

by having their ends attached to a roller, and 55

on the 101161 being revolved the strips tlﬂ"ht-
ened. AlsoI may make the pendent and hori-
zontal strips taut by weighting them. " I'may
have two or more im pedlnﬂ'-frames monn’ced
close together, so that there is an extra im-
pednnent to the ball on its passage throu ghthe
frames. Also the strips may run in one d1rec-
tion at the one side of the frame and in an op-

posite direction at the otherside of the frame,
and the distance between the two frames or

the two sets of strips may be varied—that is to
say, they may be quite close together or some
inches or feet apart. Also I may set the strips
closer at some parts of the frame than at other
parts, so as to make it more difficult to pass
the ball through the parts where the strips
are set closer.

60

The use of such appm atus in playmw this

said game of short golf in a restricted area is
as follows 'The ﬂ‘olf ball is played at varying
distances (dependmcr upon the area at com-

mand) from in front of the apparatus with a
full stroke, as on opén ground. - The ball in

striking aﬂ'alnst the pendent strings or strips

| 18 peltlally retarded in its motion, the amount

of retardation being arranged by the close-
ness together or ‘the tautness of the strings or
strips or the number of lines of strlnﬂ‘s or
strips it has to pass through before reachmw
the other side of apparatus, and such number
is varied to suit ground at dlspos:-ﬂ for play
ing this short game of golf.

the ground varies with areaat disposal. Kven

in a third of an acre nine holes may be placed,

with the three strokes between each putting-

| green and an apparatus set up in front of

each stroke. The order may be as follows:
First, drive off tee through apparatus; sec:
ond, dI‘lVG through-green 13111 ough apparatus;

_thnd approach fo puttm g-green th10u0'h ap-

peratus

75

80

" The number of apparatns to be set np over

90

95

The distance between each appar atus and .

the retardation cansed by the number of strips
in each apparatus is gaged so as to make a
g00d stroke of the player land the ball through
the apparatus and in good position on other
side for next stroke.

| sloping side to each side of the apparatus can

A raised -hazard with

ICO
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be placed just beneath the appmetus so that | the substitution of springs G for the elastic

a ball striking the apparatus with insufficient

force falls to foot of strin gs or strips and rolls
down the side of 510ping hazard and back
into a playable fronting. Hazards and bunk-
ers can be placed abeut the ground between
each apparatus, the height and width of the

apparatus to depend upon the space at dis-

posal.

The line of the course could be confined by
netting or other dividing material, and play-
ers eould pass from one side of the apparatus

to the other through a doorway in the netting
The putting-

or other leldmn' material.
greens can- be of turf, rubber, cloth, cork,
]inoleum, or other euiteble material.

The strings or strips of apparatus may be

" more spmsely distributed in direct line of

20

drive through, so as to allow the straight-
driving pleyel an advantage of getting his

~ball through casier than a badly-driven ball.

~ance with my said invention.

In order that my said invention may be
more readily understood, I have appended
explanatory sheets of drewmﬂ*s in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of an indoor course constructed in accord-

of such a course, showing the arrangement

~of the frames or apparatus through which

30

the ball is driven.
various methods of arranging and tightening

- the sirips upon the frames.

35

.40

I

Referring to Iigs. 1 and 2 of the said draw-
ings, A are the etrips, depending from the
top bar of the frame IB.

C 1s the wall of netting, in which are situ-

ated the doors of entrance and exit ¢.

D are the hazards, of which there may be
any number ar ran ﬂ‘ed Inany convenlent man-
ner.

Fig. 2 plemly shows the arrangement of
the frames the entrance and emt doors in
the net W&lle and the bunkers, hazar ds, &e.,
the line of the course being mdweted by the

dot-and- de_sh line extendmo' from the club- !

house E.

IFig. 2* represents the frame with the pend-
ent stmps wewhted at their ends a to keep
them taut.

Fig. 2 1epresente the frame with the strips
arranged horizontally and weighted et both

ends for the same purpose.

55

- _arranﬂ*ed diagonally.

60

Fig. 3 represents the frame B with the ex-

tr'emmee a of the vertical strips A fixed to
both the top and bottom bars of the frame.

FFig. 4 shows the strips A arranged horizon-

tally upon the frame, and Fig. 5 the strips

Fig. 6 shows the strips A arT anged horizon-
telly and secured to two uprlﬂ*h‘ns I#, which

.~ are connected to two outer posts E by india-

rubber or elastic bands f in order to keep the
strings or strips taut and also to give any re-
quired tension to the stripsw hereby they can
be made to offer more or less resistance to the
passage of the ball between them. Fig. 7

~ represents the same arrangement, but Wlth

bands 7.
Fig. 8 represents the vertical strips A, se-
eured to two horizontal rollers H, the lower

of which can be rotated by the hand-wheel

i to tighten the strips, the said hand-wheel
being provided with a pawl /i to prevent back-
ward rotation. |

Fig. 9 represents the horizontal strips A,
secured to two vertical rollers, one of which
can be rotated by the bevel hand-wheel J,

~which engages with a bevel-wheel 7 upon the

lower end of the said roller.

70
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30

Fig. 10 is an end view of the frame shown

in Fig. 9.

- Figs. 11 and 12 are similar views to Figs. 9

and 10, the strips, which in this case are ar-

ranged diagonally, being connected to a ver-

'tleel and a horizontal rollel operated by
‘hand-wheel and gearing, as shown.

I prefer to employstrips eomposed of woven

the other materials first described, as may be

found most convenlent and suitable.
IFig. 2 1sa plan |

The hazards may be made of wood, cloth,
cork, rubber, or other material for indoor

playing.
Figs. 2% to 12 11111°strate "

- The foregoing will serve to illustrate a few

-of the methods in which the strips may be ar-

ranged and tightened; but I desire it to be
understood that 1 do not limit myself to these
arrangements, as it is obvious that they may
be varied in many . ways without departing
from the scope of my invention.

I claim—

1. An apparatus for playing the game of

golf in restricted areas of ground, roofed or

unroofed, comprising a number of frames ar-
ranged at suitable distances apart, and ob-
structing strings,strands,wires,strips or tapes
of suitable material supported upon the
frames for the purpose of retarding the prog-
ress of the ball when it is driven against or

| through them, substantially as described and
shown.

2. An apparatus for playing the game of
golf 1n restricted areas, comprising suitable
frames, and strings, strands, wires, strips or

‘tapes supported upon the frames and travers-

ing the space outlined by the frames in ver-
tical, horizontal or diagonal directions for the

purpose of retarding the progress of the ball

through said space, substantially as described
and Shown

3. An apparatus for playing the game of
golf 1n restricted areas, comprising suitable
fremee, obstructing strings, strands, wires,
strips or tapes traversing the space outlined
by each frame, and means for yieldingly at-
taching said obstructing strings, strands,
wires, strips or tapes to the upright frame and
holding them taut, substantially as set forth.
- 4. Inapparatusforplaying the game of golf

1n restricted areas of ground, comprising su1t—
| able frames ¢

carrying homzontally arranged

cord having a central core of any suitable
~wire of the desired thickness, although I may
~of course employ strips composed of any of

e
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strings, strands, wires, strips or tapes, an up-
rightat eachside towhich thestrings, strands,
wires, strips or tapes are attached, and india-
rubber bands or spiral springs interposed be-
tween the uprights and frames, whereby the
strings, strands, wires, stripsor tapes are kept

- taut, as described and shown.

10

I5

5. An apparatus for playing the game of
oolf in restricted areas, comprising suitable
frames, rollers journaled in the frames, and
strings, strands, wires, tapes or strips secured

attheirendstotherollers,wherebythestrings,
strands, wires, stripsortapesmay be kept taut |

and the required tension be given to them,

substantially as set forth.

6. An apparatus for playing the game of

oolf in restricted areas, comprising suitable

upright frames, strings, strands, wires, strips
or tapes supported upon the frames and trav-
ersing the spaces outlined by each frame, and
suitable division-walls confining the course
and formed with passage-ways or doors

through which the players may pass, sub-

stantially as set forth. |
7. An apparatus for playing golf in re-

stricted areas, comprising suitable frames

supporting obstructing strings,strands, wires,
strips or tapes, in combination with bunkers
and hazards, substantially as set forth..

WILLIAM HARLEY WHITE,

Witnesses: '
WILLIAM ALLARDYCE FORBES,
THOMAS WILLIAM DALGLEISH.
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