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To all whom it may COTLCETTL: .
Beit known that I, MARTIN LUTHER BYERS,

State of Mar yland, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Shoe-Lace Fas-
teners; and I dohereby declare the following

to be a full, clear, and exact description of the |
invention, bﬂCh as will enable others skilled

in the art to which 1t appertams to make and
use the same.

This invention relates to ehoe lace fasten—
ers; and the objectin view is to provide.a sim-

loosening of the lace.

terial of the shoe or boot itself will act as one

of the opposing surfaces for frictionally clasp-
ing the lace by spring-pressure of said leather
mtelposed between the body of the fastener

and the bent inner portion. The improved

fastener is also constructed so that it will

form a sort of pocket to receive the lace at
either side of the shank of the fastener. |
The detailed objects and advantages of the

~invention will fully appear in the course of
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the subjoined description.

The invention consists in certain novel fe:sb-
tures and detalls of construction and arrange-

- ment of parts, as hereinafter fully deecribed,

~illustrated in the drawings, and incorporated
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In the claim hereto appended.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11 is

a perspective view ol a sufficient portlou of a

shoe to illustrate the application of the im- |

proved. shoe-lace fastener thereto. Fig. 2isa
detail perspective view of one of the fasteu-

ers per se. Fig. 3is an enlarged section taken

longitudinally of the fastener and extending
through the leather.

| showme; also the lace in sectlon and the man-
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ner in which the lace deflects the leather.
Similar numerals of reference designate

corresponding parts in all the views.
Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a

shoe of ordinary eonstruetmn prewded with |

the usual eyelet-holes 2, e"?;tendln g alongeach
side of the open front of the shoe to receive
the usual lace 3. "The lace is passed through

the several eyelet-holes in the ordma,ry man-

‘ner, and the extremity thereof is engaged

| the shank.

Kig. 4 18 a similar view

ing a lace.

' Wlth the 1mproved faetener which will now
be described.

The improved fastener (demgnated at 6) is
constructed from a single piece of spring
metal in the form of an oblonﬂ' strip. This

portion 7, and the terminals thereof are re-

curved or bent back upon said portion 7 and

underneath the same, as shown at 8, until
they meet at the pomt 9,whence they are ex-
tended in a direction tra,nsverse or at right
angles to the portion 7,s0 as to form prongs
or end portions, Whlcll may be extended
through an opening in the shoe. After the

opening the extremltles thereof are curved

in opposite directions, as shown at 10, to form
concaved portions or pockets,into which the

leather of the shoe is adapted to be pressed
by the lace when the latter is inserted under
the head of the fastemer and wound around
"The extreme end portions 11 of
the shanks or prongs are then bent so as to

lie flat aﬂ*a,mst the leather upon the inner 51de
‘thereof.

The oppositely - extending portions of the

head are inclined slightly away from the ex-

terior surface of the shoe, so asto form wedge-
shaped entrances for facilitating the inger-

tion of the lace beneath the ends of_ the head,

thus rendering it an easy matter to insert the
lace under the end portions of the head and
wind the same around the shank.

By means of the construction described it
will be seen that as the lace is inserted and

drawn beneath one of the projecting end por-
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| terminals or prongs are inserted through said
It is aleo the ob;jeet of this invention to so

constl uct the fastener that the leather or ma-
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tions of the head it passes by the end portion o

of the shank or prong and enters the space
next to the shank benedth the head, thus de-
flecting or pressing the leather into one of
the poekets hereinabove referred to. Thus

Q0

the leather of the shoe is combined with the

‘spring action of the head of the fastener, and
‘at the same time the leather is pern:utted to

yield and be deflected into the pocket in the

curved end portion of the shank,

It will thus be seen that I have pmwded a
simple, cheap, and efficient fastener, which
may be applied to any shoe or boot employ-

rial and nlay be apphed to the shoe either in

The faetenele may of course be
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the course of manufacture or at any subse-
quent time.

It will of course be understood that the fas-
tener may be given any desired ornamental
finish and that other changes in the form,
proportion, and minor details of construction
may be resorted to without departing from
the principle or sacrificing any of the advan-
tages of the Invention. |

Having thus described the invention,what
is claimed as new, and desired to be secured

| by Letters Patent, is—
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As animproved article of manufacture, the
within-described shoe-lace fastener, compris-
ing the straight portion and inner portions

610,225

'pa,rallel‘thereto, the opplosite ends slightly
| ecurved outwardly, the semicircular portions

abutting one another, and the inwardly-bent
ends, the latter being straight and adapted

to lie flat upon the leather of the shoe,where-
by the leather,when the fastener is in posi-
tion, serves to hold, by spring-pressare, the
lacing-string, all as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subsecrib-
ing witnhesses.

MARTIN LUTHER BYLERS.

Witnesses:

REXFORD M. SMITH,
A. P. SCHELL.
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