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To all whomy it may concern:

Beitknownthatl, WALTER B. SHEER,a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Quincy,in
the county of Adamsand State of Illinois,have

5 Invented a new and useful Box-Fastener, of
which the following is a specification.

The invention 1elates to 1mpr0vements in

box-fasteners.

The object of the plesent invention is to

o Improve the construction of box-fastenersand

to provide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient
device adapted to secure the cover of a box

to the body thereof and capable of engaging

the walls of the body portion of the box and
15 of holding the lid or cover at any desir ed ver-

tical adj ustment within the box. -

A further object of the mventmn is to pro-
vide a locking device in which the parts will
be securely reta,lned againstaccidental move-

zo ment when they are in engagement with the
body of a box and also when withdrawn from
such engagement.

The invention consists in the eons‘rructlon}

and novel combination and arrangement of

25 parts, as hereinafter fully deserlbed illus-

- trated In the accompanying dlawmws, and
pointed out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspectwe

view of a lockmn* dewce constructed in ac-

30 cordance with this invention and shown ap-

plied to a box. Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional

view taken 1011@11311{1111&1137 of thelocking-arms

and showing the same in enwaﬂement with

~the walls of the body of the bnx Fig. 3 1s a

35 detail sectional view showing the 100];) or han-

dle in engagement with the lower recesses of

the plate or casting. Fig. 4 is an enlarged

detail perspective view ot the plate or cast-

ing. Fig. 5 is a detail view of the central

40 portion Of the wire of which the locking-arms

and the loop or handle are constriicted, Fig.

6 18 a reverse plan view of the attaehment-
plate.

Likenumerals of 1eference design ate corre-

45 sponding parts in all the figures of the dla,w—'

ings.
1 designates a lid orcover "ttmn' mthm the

body 2 of a box and adapted to be secured to.
the same at the top thereof, or at any desired
- 50 point between the top and botto_m by a pair

| of 16(31};)100.&1;1[10‘ locking-arms 3, constructed
of a single piece of stout wire or other suit-
able ma,teual and connected by a central re-

silient loop or handle 4 and secured to the lid

or coverat the upper or outer face thereof by 35

a plate or fastening 5. The outer ends of

the locking-arms are pointed in order to en-

able them to readily embed themselves in the

walls of a box, and they are guided in per-
forations 6 of cleats 7, secur ed to the upper 6o
face of the lid or cover, as shown.

The plate -
or casting 5, which is constructed of any suit-

able mate_rial, is provided at its inner face
‘with longitudinal grooves 8 to receive the in-

ner terminals of the locking-arms, and it has 65

a pair of outwardly-diverging slots 9 extend-
ing from the inner ends of the grooves and

receiving the sides of the resilient loop or
handle, whereby when the latter is oscillated
and swung from a vertical position to a hori- 7o
zontal p051t10n or vice versa, the horizontal
arms will be reciprocated and forced outward

or drawn inward, according to the direction

in which the handle or loop ismoved. When
the handle orloop is swung downward against 75
the lid or cover, its suies are separated by
the inner walls of the diverging slots 9 and
the locking rods or arms are fm ced outward.

The handle when moved in the opposite di-

rection withdraws the loekmﬂ*—al ms from en- 8o

| gagement with the body of the box and frees

the 1id or cover.

The central portion of the plate or ca,stmﬂ* 1S
enlar ged and the enlargement tapers shﬂ*htly
at the ends, and the plate or easting is per- 35
forated at opposite sides of the centlal por- -
tion of the enlargement to receive screws 10
or other Suitable'fastening devices for secur-
ing the device to the lid or cover. A The space
between the inner walls of the slots 9 hasone go
of the perforations, the said inner walls con-
sisting, essentially, of outwardly -diverging
flanges, as clearly shown in Fig. 4 of the a,C-

| companyling drawings.

Theresilient loop or handle is locked in 1ts 05

| lower position to retain the locking-arms in

engagement with the body of the box by
means of notches or recesses 11, formed in the
inner walls of the slots 9, at the outer edges

thereof, adjacent to the lid or-cover, and the 100
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resilient sides of the loop' or handle engage | of the slots, with means for positively engag-

such notches or recesses sufficiently firmly to
prevent the handle from accidentally slip-

ping from them. The plate or casting is pro-

vided at the inner ends of the slots 9 with

notches 12, which form seats for the sides of

the loop or handle when the latteris in a ver-
tical position, whereby the locking-arms are

- held retracted.
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The invention has the following advan-
tages: T'hebox-fastener, whichisexceedingly

simple and iInexpensive in construction, is

capable of locking the cover or 1id of a box or

analogous receptacle at the top of the box or-
at any desired adjustment between the top
and bottom. The plate or casting which

causes a reciprocation of the locking-arms
serves to secure the same to the lid or cover,

- and it 1s provided with means for retammﬂ'

20

30

35

the locking -arms in engagement with the
body of the box and for holding them out of
such engagement. |

- Changes in the form, proportion, and mi-
nor detalls of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit or sacri-

ficing any of the ad vantages of thisinvention.

What I claim is—
1. A device of the class described compris-

1ng & pair of reciprocating locking-arms de-
Slﬂ'ned to be mounted on a lid or cover, a resili-

ent handle of substantially U~shaped form
having its sides connected with the locking-

arms, and a plate provided with grooves to re-
celve thearmsand adapted to secure the same

to a lid or cover and having diverging slots
located at the inner ends of the grooves and

- receiving the sides of the handle, said plate

being prowded at the inner and outer ends |

ing the sides of the resilient handle, whereby
it is detachably interlocked with the plate at

‘each limit of its movement, substantmlly as

described.
2. A device of the class described comp1 18-
ing a pair of locking-arms, a plate having

grooves at its inner face to receive the arms

and provided with diverging slots and having
recesses arranged at the inner and outer ends
of the slots and formed in the walls thereof,
and & resilient handle connecting the locking-
arms and having sides operating in the slots
and adapte’d'to engage the recesses, whereby
the handle is locked aﬂ'amst accldental move-
ment, substantially as described.

3. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a cover or lid provided at op-
posite ends with cleats having perforations,
locking-armsarranged in the perforations and
adapted to project outward therefrom, a re-
silient handle composed of two sides connect-
ing the locking-arms, and a plate centrally se-
cured to the lid or cover and retaining the

locking-arms and the handle thereon, said

plate being provided at its inner face with
grooves to receive the arms and having slots
to receive the sides of the handle, the latter
being detachably interlocked with the walls
of the slots tohold it against accidental move-
ment, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

WALTER B. SHEER.

Wltnes.é,es
A, T, CRUTTENDEN
J. .. SHEER.
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