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(Np mndel ) N

Lo all whom it maly concermn: |
Be it known that I, WALTER S. COLES a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cin-

cinnati, in the county of Hamilton and State !

of Oh10 have invented certain new and use-
Tul Improvements in Trays for Duplicate
Whist, of which the following is a full, clear,
and e*{aet descuptmn refelenee being 'had to
the accompanying drawings, forming pfut of
this specification. -

My invention reldates to 1mpr0vements in
the holders or trays for the preservation for

~overplay of the hands in a game of whist; and
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1t consists of a certain 11ovel construction of

holder and arrangement of the cards, to be

hereinafter more par tleulm]y pointed out and
claimed.

In trays or holders for the playlnﬂ' of duph-__
- catewhist as heretofore constructed arrange-

ment has been made for only a single pack of
cards divided into the four hands, and the
first part of my improvements consists in my

arrangement of the cards, whereby two packs

of cards with eight hands can be used se-
cured to a single tray.
‘One of the objections to many of the whist-

trays in use for duplicate whist has been that
- single trays have had to be used with each

pack of cards, so that when sixteen or twenty-
four hands are to be played the number of

traysrenders the case or package of trays too

. heavy and cumbersome for convenient trans-
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portation, while the wear and tear on the
trays in playing the game when each tray has
to be twice handled for each hand is also
much greater than where a single tray holds
two sets of hands.

The second part of my invention consists
of the means devised for holdmﬂ* the cards
on the tray.

Heretofore in whist-trays as ordinarily con-

structed the cards have been held by rubber

bands, springs, or in tight-fitting pockets.
With any of these methods of holding the
cards are more or less damaged by the pres-
sure brought to bear on them. The best of
rubber bands soon wear out and have to be
renewed, and the springs lose their:tension,
besides the wearing on the cards when they
are left confined in the tray and the tight-
fitting pockets also cause considerable wear
on the *‘ hands.” It is the purpose of my in-

]

I vention in this 1e5peet to avoid these objec-
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| aboved described,

tions by providing pockets in which the cards
may fit loosely and securing them in place by
1ibbons, as will be hereinafter pointed out
and claimed.
In the drawings, I‘wme 1 is a perspective

view of my whist-tray. ' Fig. 2 is-a cross-sec-

tion of same, taken near one edge, ShOWlI]ﬂ‘

| one of the packs partly removed. |
The tray is preferably made of emdbomd
or other suitable material and consists of a

bottom A, with top cover B, with sides and
ends C, and partitions « a, which divide the
tray 1111'0 eight compar tments m, each of suit-
able size to hold a hand of thir teen cards D,
the side walls C C being left open at the end
of each card- compmtment for the easy in-
sertion and withdrawal of the hands. The
pockets for the cards are arranged in pairs,
so that the cards may beinserted in the pock-
ets 1n the direction of their length.

Secured in the upper part of each card-

pocket to the top cover B, at about the cen-

ter of the pocket, 1s a ribbon b, which passes
back around the cards and is provided with

a buttonhole ¢, which is secur ed over the but-

ton d on top of the cover. - Of course the rib-
bon can be made of any smtable material,

although I prefer binders’ cloth, which will

not unravel and is very dumble and any
means for fastening the ribbon can be em-
ployed. For convenience, however, I secure
the inner end of the ribbon in the inside of
the button d or other form of fastener em-
ployed.

YW hen the cards are all in the case, the rib-
bons are of course carried back to the back
of the card-compartment, and the ribbon is

of such length that the fasteners will just

catch, thus holdmﬂ‘ the cards in the pockets.

In order to remove the cards, all that is
necessary to do is to loosen the ribbon and
then pull on the same, when the hand will
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at once be pushed out of the case tobe 1ead11y |

grasped by the proper player. |

With the two sets of hands, arr anged as
it 'is of course essentla,l
that there should be no confusion, and to
avoid any such confusion I stamp the ribbons
for the hands which are to be played together
with any suitable device, such as the 1etter
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““A,” (shown at ¢,) and the ribbons by Whi_ch
are secured the othersetof hands with another

device, such as the lefter *“B,” (shown at
F.) When any one set of hands is removed
from the tray for playing, the ribbons for

‘the corresponding pockets will lie along the

card -table with these letters undemeath,

while the set of hands which is still in the
tray will be secured by the ribbons, and the |

corresponding letter or other device will be
directly before the players, and so long as the
four devices on the four ribbons, Whmh COn-
fine the cards in the tray and which are the
only devices which are in sight of the play-
ers, are all the same there can be no confu-
sion in the hands.

In the overplay of the hands it is of course
essential that the original score of the play
be kept. |
be numbered, and as it is exceedingly de-

sirable that the score made on the original

play of any particular hand should not be
known until the duplicate has been played
1t has been usual to place the number on the
bottom of the board, so that the tray has to
be turned over to ascertam what hand has
been played. In order to avoid the time and
annoyance in reversing the tray, I stamp on
the reverse side of the I'lbe]lS for each set of
hands the number of the hand, selecting, by
preference, numbers in irregular order, such
as, for the tray shown in the dra,wmﬂ's fm the

,ha,nd ““A,” *“No. 2,” and for the ha,nd “B,”

‘““No. d,” the numbers being chosen in irregu-

lar order, so that the number of the next hand

cannot be so easily remembered. These nu-

merals I stamp on the ribbons at a point some

distance below the letter indicating the set of
hands, so that the number cannot be seen un-

til the cards are withdrawn, and then only by
reversing the ribbon.

- The usual star g or other smtable device is

stamped on the tray to indicate the pos_1t1011

Consequenﬂy the hands must all

for the tray on the table, while arrows % % or
other suitable pointers indicate the lead, the
leads being indicated in irregular order on

the different trays in order to assist the mem-

ory as little as possible.

I also prefer to stamp each tray in 1rreﬂ‘ula1
order with one of the four trumps, as ShOWIl
by the diamond / in Fig. 1; but,when desired,
any trump may be chosen for the play.

Having thus desceribed my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
“ent, 18-—-—-

) 1. In a dupllc&te whist tray, a case d1v1ded
into a series of eight compartments open at

‘the ends and arr anwed 1n pairs, with ribbons

to pass around the cards and secure same in
the case, said ribbons of the corresponding

‘com partments of each pair beingmarked with

the same indicating device, wh_ereby.confu-
sion may be avoided in the play of the hands,
substantially as shown and described.

2. Ina duphca,te—whlst tray, a case divided
into a series of eight com_pa,rtments open at
the ends and arr anﬂ'ed in pairs, with ribbons
to pass around the cardq and secure same in
the case, said ribbons of the corresponding
compartments of each pair being marked with

a number, to indicate the various hands, sub- |

stantla,lly as shown and described.

5. In a duplicate-whist tray, a case divided
into a series of eight compartments open at
the ends and arra,nn'ed in pairs, with ribbons
to pass around the cards and secure same in

-the case, said ribbons of the corresponding

compartments of each pairbeing marked with

the same indicating device, and with a num-

ber to indicate the various hands, substan-
tla,lly as shown and described.

WALTER S COLES.
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