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- To all w?wm it ma,y CONCEPTY |

Be 1t known that I, STEPHEN II DRYSDALE
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Gravois Mills, in the county of "Mor gan ‘and
State of M1ssouu have invented a new and
useful Wagon- Led Raiser, of which the fol-
lowing is a spemﬁeatmn |

My 1nvent1on relates to w&won-bed raisers,
and has for its object to pwwde a simple, in-

expensive, and ef icient device for facilitat-

ing the elevating of a wagon-bed from the
running-gear without IleceSSLtatmg ANy con-
siderable space in the shed above the vehicle,
whereby the operation can be performed in a
low-roofed shed and without the erection of
special supports for the operating parts of
the mechanism. +
A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a wagon-bed raiser which is adapted to
operate W1thoutattaehment to the wagon-bed,
the parts thereof being so constr ucted as to
be readily manlpulated at both ends of the

wagon-bed without interference on the part-

ot the running-gear or tongue.
Further GbJGGtS and advantages of this in-

vention will appear in the following descrip-

tion, and the novel features theleof will be

pmtwulmly pointed out in-the appended

claim.
In the drawings, l‘wme 1is a pels,pectwe

view of a wagon- bed raiser construeted in ac-
cordance Wlth my invention applied in the

 operative position to one end of a vehicle-
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body. Fig. 2 is a front view, partly in sec-
tion, of the raising apparatus. Kig. 518 a

| plan view, partly in section, of the same.
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Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding partsin all the figuresof the draw-

111“'8

1, terminally spaced apart by “blocks 2, 18
mounted a drum 3, extending beyond one of
the side-bars and fitted with a mtchet-wheel 4
for engagement by aholding-pawl 5. Loosely

mouuted upon a reduced: spindle portion of

the drum is an operating-lever 6, having a
clutch connection with the s_pindle_ to allow
independentbackward movementof thelever
e space in which the lever operates
is limited, as by the tongue of the vehicle
when the 13,13111# appar ::'LtU.S is applied to the

frontend of the wa,fronabed Smd clutch con- l tory movement of the lever until the bed has

ter rests upon the upper e
bars 1 of the frame, wher eby the marring of

In a suitable frame, eonmstmﬂ*of side-bars

" necuon consists of a clateh member 7, fixed

to the drum-spindle, and the contwuous por-
tion of the operating-lever 6, which is ex-
tended beyond its fulecrum, 1s adapted to en-
gage the shoulders of the clutch member at
both sides of the spindle. - The operating-le-
ver is yieldingly held in contact with the face
of the clutch by a spring 8. - Thus forward
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rotary movement may be communicated to

‘the drum by means of the operating-lever,

while the lever is capable of independent
backward movement to obtain a new engage-
ment of the cluteh, said drum meanwhﬂe be-

ing held from baekwald rotation by the hold-

nﬂ‘—pa;wl 5.

Reeled upon the dr um is an Opelatmﬂ'-ca.—
ble 9, having two sides or members which ex-
tend respectwely, toward opposite ends of the
frame and pass around direction-pulleys 10,
mounted upon transverse spmdles between
the side-bars 1.

- The apparatus constr ucted as descubed 1S

ofa 1enn*1;]:1 oreater than the width of the wagon-

bed and is auanfred transversely ther eundel.
contiguous to one end of the bed, one of said
devmes being employed for each end of the
bed and bemfr adapted for simultaneous op-

| eration to elevate the body uniformly at both
ends.

. The length of the frame is such as to
dispose the 0111:@1 sides of the terminal guides

or direction-pulleys beyond the sides of the
| bed, and the free ends of the cablesshould be

attached inany suitable manner to the roof or
other supports in the shed or other inclosure
in which-the vehicle may be located.

It will be seen that there is no attachment

--between the wagon-bed and the frame of the
‘apparatus.

The frame is simply arranged
under the ends of Lhe waﬂon-bed and the lat-
edges of the side-

the wagon-bed 1s not caused by the use of

the apparatus, and after the wagon-bed has

been lowered to its normal posﬂ;mn the ap-
paratus is free to be removed bodily fl om be-

neath the end thereof,

It will be seen, fur thermore that bv reason

of the clutch connectwn between the operat-
ing-lever and the drum-spindle the raiser,
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Whlch islocated at the front end of the wagon- |

bed, may be operated at first” by an -oscilla-
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been raised suﬂiciently to allow the lever to | and adapted to support a wagon-bed, ter-

make a complete revolution; also, the use.

of the ratchet mechanism for preventing
backward rotation of the drum provides for
raising the wagon-bed a short distance and

then lea,vmﬂ* the apparatus while the stand-
ardsare bemﬂ' loosened to release the bolsters,

it being common for the standards in Wet

weather to engage the bed firmly by reason

of the swelling of the latter. Obviously the

ratchet serves to hold the parts of the device
in such position as to maintain the wagon-

- bed after elevation at the desired height.
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VYarious changes in the form, ploportlon
and the minor det:.uls of eonstruetlon may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit

or sacrificing any of the advantages of this

invention.

Having deSeribed my invention, what I

claim 18—

In a wagon- bed raiser, the combination of
a frame for arr ang*ement transversely under

|

minal guides on the frame spaced apart at an

111terval 1n excess of the width of the wagon- |

bed, an intermediate drum, ratchet meeh—
anism for preventing backward rotation of

the drum, an elevating-cable reeled upon the
drum and having its members extended re-
spectively around said terminal guides for
disposition at the sides of a wagon-bed, an
operating-lever fulecrumed upon the spindle
of the drum outside of the frame, and a cluteh
for connecting the lever with the spindle, the
same including a clutch—'disl; and a sprin o for

| yieldingly holding the lever in operative rela-

tion with said dlsk substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto af

1xed my signature in

‘ the presence of two witnesses.
- STEPHEN H. DRYSDALE.
Witnesses:
JNOo. W. KNOOP,
CAaLvIN H. LLONG.
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