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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLiaM H. BLACK-
FORD, a citizen of the Umted States, residing

at Detroit, county of Wayne, State of Michi- | vention. -
gan, have mvented a certain new and useful |
Improvement in. Burial-Caskets; and -1 de- |
clare the following tobe a full, clear and ex- |

act deseription of the 111ven131011 such as will

enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-

ence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, Wthh form a part of this specification.

My invention has forits obJeet certain new.

and useful improvements in a burial-casket;
and it consists of the construction, combm&-

tion, and arrangement of devices herem&ftel_
described and elaamed, and illustrated in the

accompanying dmwmﬂs, in which—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective illustrat- | 2
ing my invention, showing the cover in closed
| posu;lon

Fig. 2is awewmperspectweshow—
ing the cover in open position.

ve1t1cal cross-section showing the cover in
closed pO‘ilt-lOIl

1sasimilar viewshowing portlons of the cover

in closed position and other portions in open

position.

I carry out my invention as follows:

In the drawings, A represents the body of
the casket. The cover of the casket is formed
of folding panels, said panels preferably ar-
ranged in two sets, each set preferably con-
SlStlIlﬂ‘ of double leaves.or panels, (indicated
at A’ A2 and A°® A%). Each set of cover por-
tions or panels is hinged to the body of the
casket, as indicated at a, the double leaves
A" A% and A® A* being 1espectwely hmﬂ'ed

- together 10]?10‘11311(11]1&1]}7, as indicated at «'.
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The leaves or panels A’ A% and A% A‘are

shown extending the whole length of the__

casket, prefer ably although my mvenmon 18
not limited to making them of full length.
The sets of cover por 1310118 or panels are con-

structed and mmnwed to rise above their re-

spective hinges ¢ in closed position and meet-
ingin closed position at the longitudinal cen-

- ter of the casket,.

The cover illustrated in the dramngs is
made of curved form, presenting a neat and
tastefulappearance; butIdonotlimitmyself

Fig. 3 is a

Fig.4isa similar view show-
ing the cover in opened position, and Fig. 5

edge of the sides of the body.
. :,,derstooa of course, that the casket may be

solely to this partlculal form, as the cover

may be made rounding or of an gular form,as

may be preferled Wlthm the scope of my in-
1.+ The extremities of the body are
provided mth end portions B B.  These end

portions are preferably hinged, as indicated

at b, to the upper edge of the extremltles of

the body, as indicated in the drawings. I

do not, howevel limit myself to hinging these
end pieces B3. ‘When the coveris closed these
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end pieces B B project upward above the body

of the casket the same being their normal
- position.-

standing upwmd when the cover is opened,

It hmfred they may either be left

as mdleated for example, at the right-hand

‘end _ of the casket shown in Fig. 2, or the end

pieces may be folded down when the casket
1s open, as indicated at the left hand in Fig.
2 and also in Fig. 4. The cover of the casket
it will be pelcewed is mdependent of thﬂse

‘end pieces.

It will be observed that b this constr11<3=
tion of the casket I am enabled to dispense

with the cove commonly employed, as the two
panel portions of the casket may be hinged
per

on each side directly upon or to the up
It will be un-

upholstered in any desn'ed manner.
The casket so constructed is in the nature
of a *“shrine” casket, so called, and the cover

‘portions may be hmﬂ*ed in mzmy different po-

sitions when  open. Thus the front portion
of the cover may fold entirely down hefore
the front of the body, while the rear portion
of the cover may stand partially upward, as
indicated in Fig. 1 and at the left of Fig.

or both pmtmns of the cover may fold down- '
|- ward below the upper edge of the body to the

front and rear, as mdlca,ted in Ifig. 4, Kither

‘portion may snnply hang downward as indi-
cated at the left of Fig. 4: or the lower of the

unfolded or opened panels may rest upon a
moldmfr toward the bottom of the: casket,
such g moldlnw being indicated at a? .

The end pieces B B, it will be seen close
the casket at the extrem1t1es of the coverand

preferably close against the extremities of
the cover, as shown.

The end pieces.B are

prefembly rabbeted to form a shoulder G,
| upon which the a,dJa,eent extremities of the
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- panels rest, the portion of the end pieces b |

2 . 609,262

projectingabove said shoulder closingagainst

- the extremities of the panels.
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To hold the panelsin firm engagement with
the end pieces and to prevent the end pieces,
if hinged, from displacement, any suitable
means may be-employed—as,for instance,the
shoulder a® may be provided with an orifice
(indicated at a’) to receive a dowel-pin o
upon the panels in hinged connection with
the body of the casket. 'The panels hinged

together may be preferably beveled at their

adjacent edges, as indicated at a°. Such a
construction will serve to support the inner
panel of each set in raised position, (indicated
in Figs. 2 and 5,) if desired.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. In a burial-casket the combination of a
casket-body, a cover formed of two sets of
panels, each set of panels consisting of two
leaves jointedly connected at their adjacent
edges and having the outer leaves of each set
hinged direectly to the sides of the body, re-
spectively, said sets of panels normally pro-
jecting upward and inward from the upper
edges of the body above and over the top of
the body and meeting at the longitudinal cen-
ter of the cover, and arranged to fold out-
wardly from the upper edge of sald body at
the front and rear thereof,whereby either of

said sets of panels may fold over and depend
alongside the adjacent upright surface of the

body, and end pieces secured to the ends of

the body to close the casket at the extremi-
ties of the cover, substantially as set forth.

2. A burial-casket having in combination
a-casket-body, a cover formed of two sets of
folding panels, each of said sets of panels con-
sisting.of two leaves jointedly connected at
their adjacent edges and having the outer
leaves of each set of panels hinged directly to
the upper edge of casket-body at the front and
rear thereof, said sets of panels normally pro-
jecting upward and inward from the upper
edges of the body and over the top of the body
and meeting at the longitudinal center of the

cover, said sets of panels arranged to fold out-

wardly from said body at the front and rear
thereof, whereby either of said sets of panels
may fold over and depend alongside the adja-
cent upright surface of the body, and end
pieces hinged to the upper edges of the ends
of said body to close the casket at the ends
of the cover, substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-
tion in the presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM H. BLACKFORD.
Witnesses:
N. S. WRIGHT,
MARY HICKEY.
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