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To all whom it may concern:

- cibizen of the United States, residing at Port-

10

‘most nearly appertains
practice the same, o
- This invention relates to improvements in
moisteners for gummed surfaces ; and it con-

land, in the county of Multnomah and State
of Oregon, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Moisteners for.
Gummed Surfaces; and I do hereby declare. |

the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description . of said invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it

to make, use, and

sists in the novel arrangement and construc-
tion of the parts, as hereinafter set forth.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view of the

- invention, showing its manner of application.
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| cylindrically, with the forward end cut to an
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Iig. 2 is a longitudinal section of the thimble
or shell of the device.

cle in its employment as a moistener for

gummed surfaces, such as the gummed sides

of stamps or the edge of envelops. It con-
sists of a thimble or shell A, which is con-
structed from any suitable material, such as
gold, silver, rubber, celluloid, or other non-
absorbent material. Inshapeitisconstructed

angle most convenient for applying the open-
ing flatly to the surface which it is desired to
moisten while the hand is in & horizontal Po-

sitlon, as shown in Fig. 1. The inner diame-

ter of the thimble is formed to g, convenient

size and to various sizes to fit the end of the
first finger of the person. Within this thim-
ble or shell A it is designed to hold a small
sponge B. The sponge is formed of a size to
partly fill the thimble or shell, as shown in
Fig. 3. When adjusted to its desired Pposi-

. tion within the thimble or shell, the forward

45

end of the sponge is projected while dry Dbe-

yond the end of the thimble., .
It is to maintain the sponge. in its desired

position that the forward edge of the thimble |

18 provided with the curl or inward flange C.
When the sponge dries, as above described, it

.moistened by

. . Fig. 3 is-a longitudi-
nal section of the device complete.

The device herein shown is designed to per-
mit of ready and convenient use of the arti-

and lays the device aside.
is withdrawn,the compression which has been -
placed upon the sponge B is relieved and the
sponge 18 permitted to expand and absorb the
water which has remained within the sponge.
T'his leaves the sponge in a comparatively
dry condition, but with a certain amount of

| that is, the end which is_pl?ojected 18 of greater
Be it known that I, WHARTON L. WEST, a |

bulk than the opening of the flange C, so that
it fastensthe spongein the end of the thimble
or shell A. | | | -

In its employment the sponge B is either

ting the sponge to become moistened by ab-
sorbing the same or it is dipped into water

‘and allowed to become moistened by absorp-
tlon upward. When moistened and ready
| for use, the operator places the first finger of
his hand within the thimble and the thumb
against the side of the thimble to retain it in

position. In this position the end of the

finger rests on top of the moistened sponge
B, which is now applied to and moved across

the gummed surface. . In being thus applied

it will be observed that the finger operates as
| & plunger to compress the sponge and force

the water contained therein outward upon
the surface on which it is being rubbed.
Having used the device the operator disen-
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_ pouring water into the upper
part of the thimble or shell A and permit-

6o

gages his finger from the thimble or shell A

When the finger

moisture which may be called into use at any
time by repeating the operation above de-
scribed. L . |
“Having thus desecribed this invention, it is
claimed— - B '_
1. A moistener for gummed surfaces and
the like comprising a thimble open at both
ends,one end of said thimble being contracted,
and a sponge or like member contained within
sald thimble and projecting therefrom, said
sponge being refained in position by the con-
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tracted portion, and the thimble being adapt-

ed to receive a finger in its end opposite the

‘| sponge; substantially as described. .

2. A moistener for gummed surfaces and

the like comprising a.thimble open at both

ends,the material of said thimble being turned

95

inwardly at one end to present a flange for

50 becomes set in the form in which it is dried— | holding a sponge or similar _member‘._withm__ 100
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the thimble and projecting therefrom, said
thimble being adapted to receive a finger in
the end opposite that in which the sponge 1s

held; substantially as described.
3. A moistener for gummed surfaces and

the like comprising a thimble open at both
ends, and having one end formed to a plane
at an inclined angle, and an inwardly-extend-
ing flange about the opening of said end, said

lange being adapted to retain a sponge or |

o 609,175

similar member within the thimble but pro-
jecting therefrom, and the opposite end of
said thimble being adapted toreceiveafinger;

substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 135
my hand this 16th day of September, 1397,

WHARTON L. WEST.

Witnesses:
CHARLES WOODWARD,
ALFRED S. CAMERON.
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