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To all whom it may COnCerm.:

Be it known that we, HENRY JOSEPH ROSE,
deputy surgeon - n‘enem] of 8 Beacons: 1e1d
Terrace, IIythe “and WILLIAM GILBERT-
COOPER, formerly lieutenant and now cap-

tain, Second Battalion, East Surrey Regiment,
of the Shaft Barr acks, Dever county of Kent
England, have invented new and useful Im-
prevements in Kquipments for Military and
other Purposes, (for which we have obtained
Letiers Patent in Great Britain, dated April
30, 1896, No. 9,140,) of which the followmﬂ' is
a full elem, and exa,et description.

Ourinvention relates to animproved equip-
ment for military and other pur poses—such,
for instance, as sporting, cycling, touring,

and the like; and it has for its object to pro-

vide improved means of carrying a knapsack
or valise, greatcoat, canteen, pouch, and other
articles, so as to combine the maximum of
convenience Wlth the minimum of discomfort
to the wearer.

Reference is to be ha,d to the aeeompanym g

drawings, forming part of this speelﬁeatmn
Whelem—-

IFigures 1 to 4 shew in perspective our im-
proved equipment in use, Fig. 1 being a rear
view of the wearer carrying the equipment,
without canteen, greatcoat, or valise, Fig. 2
a front view with ammunition-pounches in
position, Kig. 3 a rear view with canteen,
greatceoat, and valise all suspended from the
equipment, and Fig. 4 arear view with great-
coalt worn, the canteen and valise beingslung.
Fig. 5 is an inside or front view of the back

frame with the valise slung by two forms of

attachment. Fig. 6 isan outside orrear view
of the lower part of the back frame, showing
details. Figs. 7 and S show the mode of at-
tachment of an additional pouch. -
The equipment comprises an open frame
longer in height than
Wldth stmwht side members appromma,tely
U-eha,ped top and bottom members and a
middle cross-bar A’, as shown. This frame
1s made, pr efelably, of sheet metal covered
with lemher and is adapted to carry the knap-
sack or valise, greatcoat and canteen, each
independently of the other two, by means of

50 the attachments hereinafter described.

The braces B are detachably connected to-

the frame bv their ends being ]JELSSed ‘ohlouﬂh
loops b, then folded back and adjustably, but
per menently, secured by buttonsd’, (orit may

be by buckles,) the loops b being carried by 55

brace extensions B’, pivoted to the lower mem-
ber of the frame A, so as to accommodate
themselves to the angle assumed by the
braces, and they extend below the frame for
a purpose hereinafterexplained. The braces

60

b cross the frame A diagonally and are held

in position by passing through loops «, at-
tached to the npper member the1 eof. At the
point where the braces pass over the shoul-
ders they are provided with adj justable shoul-

der-pads C, formed of thick. pieces of leather

with cross- shts near the ends through which
the braces are passed, as shown; the braces

| thence passing down in front of the shoulders

and beneath the arms to the back, where their
endsaredetachably and adjustablyconnected
by hooks d on buckles, as shown, (or it may
be by buckles alone,) either to tabs D, Figs. 1,

5,and 6, attached one at each side to the 1ewe1
part of the back frame A or to the valise or

knapsack when the one or the other is car-
ried. The braces I are kept in position in.

front of the shoulders and at the sides of the

/5

chest by a stay-strap E, Fig. 2, which passes

transversely across the ‘front of the body be-
low the chest and is connected to the braces
B by the latter passing through tight-running
loops e, to which the stay- Stl ap E is ad] ust—
ably buekled ‘as shown, the effect of this
strap being 0 keep the braces entirely free
from the armpits and maintain the whole

30

equipment in position on the body without

the assistance of the nusual waist-belt w0, which
may be worn or not, as required.
strap also serves as a means of controlling

the distribution of the weight carried, for by

tightening the stay-strap the weight of the
equipment is brought more directly onto the
back than the shoulders, and vice versa by
loosening it.

tabs h, which are detachably connected to
and serve as additional supports for ammu-
nition-pouches I when such are carried on
the waist-beltw, and the stay—sm ap also serves
to carry, if 1equlred, an additional pouch 2,
attached as indicated in Figs. 7 and S,Whieh
are rear or inside views of the stay-strap E

T]lIS stay-

To the stay-strap Eareattached
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and pouch ¢, the latter shown open in IFig. 7]

and closed 1n Ifig. 8. In place of a pouch »
a pistol-holster or other requisite may be car-
ried on the stay-strap K.

5 T'he valise I (or the knapsack) when car-
ried 18 supported by tabs 1, (shown at the left-
hand side of Fig. 5 as viewed,) riveted to the
valise and passcd through loops 03 Figs. 1
and o, on the lower ends of the brace exten-

ro stons b onthe frame, then doubled bacl and
secured to studs /7 on themselves, these tabs

/ passing through loops /~ on the back of tho

ralise, so as to hold the latter snugly against |

thebody. Theloops/~arepreferably formed,

15 as shown in If1g. 5, by a strap /7, attached at
the middle and ends to the upper edee of the
valise. The valise or knapsack might be
otherwise secureld—for instance, by hooks o

/" or studs, as shown at the 11ﬂ‘11L hand side
20 of Ifig. 5 as viewed, on ils side 110\L the body
o the eyeleted ends b’ of prolongations of

1,.110 brace extensions B, which would, like the
tabs 7, already de%ellbed be passed Lluounh
loops 7 on the valise and when not in use

25 would he doubled back under tabs, as shown
in Ifig. 6. In either case the valise or knap-
sack when thus supported by the baclk frame

A and braces 15 1s steadied laterally by the

attachment of the hoolks « of the braces to D- |

30 loops ¢ on the valise or knapsack.

T'he back frame A isalso provided with D-
loops & near the top and hottom of cach side
member of the frame for the sling-straps I<,

used for carrying the greateoat, as shown in

35 Iig. 8, or the valise, as in Fig. 4. DBy the
attachment of the straps to D-loops situated

as deseribed the greateoat is supported when
encireled by said straps above the valise or
knapsack, butindependently thereof. YWhen

40 neither the greatcoat nor the valise is car-
ricd, thesc fstl aps may be drawn tight through
the D-loops % and the loose ends folded or
colled, as shown at the right-hand side of
Ifig. 1, or in other convenient manner. The

45 D-loops /i are pivoted on the frame, so as to
he reversible in order to enable the direcetion

of the straps to be accommodated to suit the
amplitude of the article which they encirele.
T'o the middle ceross-bar A’ of the frame A

so is made fast a strap I for the purpose of sup-
porting the canteen M, Figs. 3 and -, in posi-
tion, the end of this str ap being nmde fast to

a buckle [, attached to the top of the frame A
and when not in use coiled or folded in any

55 convenient manner. The middle cross-bar
A’ also forms a convenient point of attach-

nent for a strap or straps, wherehy to sus- |

pend a rifte, gun, orother article, if required.
When u%ed for other than military pur-
6o poses, 16 will be obvious that the back frame
A, braces I3, and stay-strap E may be simi-
Tarly used for carrying such only of the ar-
ticles deseribed as may be suited for the par-
ticular purpose or any other articles which

05 1t may be desired to carry.
It will be obvious that the stay-strap may

arcvanged and fastened at both ends at the
back, as deseribed, whetller the back frame
be used or not.

We elaim—

1. In an equipment for military and other

purposes, the combination with a bacl {frame

adapted to carry the knapsaclk,valise or other
article, and bracesfastened tothe back [rame,
passing over the shoulders down in front of
the body and thence to the back where they
are made fast, of a stay-strap adjustably con-
neeting the bracesacross the front of the hody
helow the chest, the said stay-strap serving
to keep the braces clear of the armpils, as-
sisting in supporting and distributing the
weight carried, and maintaining the wholo
cquipment in posibion without the assistance
of the usual waist-belt, as speetlied.

2. In the herein-deseribed improved equip-
1‘110111,. the combination with the braces at-
tached at their rear ends to a hack frame and
adapted to be detachably connected by their
other ends either to satd frame or to a knap-

sacltorvalise suspended therefrom, of a stay-
&;me arranged topass transver soly across the
{ront of the body below the chest and loops
to whieh the stay-strap is adjustably secured,
thesaid bracespassing through the said loops,
sald stay-strap connceting the braces at the
front so as to keep them clear of the armpits
and adapted not only to maintain the hraces
and the equipment generally in position with-
outtheaidof the ordinary waist- bell;} but also
to support pouches or other requisites, sub-
b[mltl{bl]j" as spectfied.

3. In the herein-deseribed equipment, the
combination with the back frame, braces at-
tached thereto and a stay-strap ::’u],’]'ustﬁb].y
connecting the braces at the front and ar-
ranged to extend transversely across the body
below the chest, of a knapsack or valise sus-
pended from the lower part of the baclk frame
and steadied Iaterally by the front members
of the braces, substantially as speeified.

4. In the herein-deseribed equipment, the
combination with the back frame having top
and bottom members, straight side ll’lOIllbOlb
and a middle eross-bar, of the braces Crossing
sald bacl frame diagonally, the brace exten-
sions pivoted to the lower member of the
frame, and to whieh the said braces are se-
curcd, reversible loops pivoted on the back
frame near the top and bottom of cach side
member of the frame, sling-straps attached to
said loops, and astrap attached to the middle
cross-bar of the frame and detachably con-
nected with the top memberof the frame, sub-
stantially as speecified.

5. In the hercin-described cequipment the

combination with the back frame having
straight side members, top and bottom mem-
bers, and a middle cross-bar connecting the
side members, of the braces crossing the said
back frame diagonally, the brace extensions
pivoted to the lower memberof the back frame
andextending below the frame, the lowerends

be used for connecting at the front hraces | of said mmted brace oxten.smns being ar-
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ranged for “connecti_o_n ‘with -a' knapsack or | an'd arranged to extend across the front of the
valise, the said braces being connected at | body below the chest substantially as speci- ro
their rear ends with the upper ends of the | fied. |

brace extensions and provided at their other HENRY JOSEPH ROSE. -
5 ends with attaching means, a strap attached - WILLIAM GILBERT-COOPER.

to the middle cross-barand adapted to bese- | In presence of—

cured to the top member of the frame, and-a| = C. G:. CLARK,

stay-strap connecting the braces at the front| - T, W. KENNARD.
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