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To @ZZ whom it maz J CONCEFTL: |
Beitknown thatI, MICHAEL BUTLER, a citi-

zen of the United States residing at Dallas,

in the county of Dallas and State of Texas,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provementsin Adjustable Racks for Railway-
Cars; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of Lhe
invention, ‘such as will enable others skilled
in the alt to which it apper tams to make and
use the same.

My invention has lefelence to improve-
ments$ in adjustable racks for railway-cars
for holding and supporting articles; and it
consists of certain novel features of construe-
tion, which will be hereinafter fully described

in the specification, elucidated in the draw-

ings, and pointed out in the claims.

The object of the present invention is to
afford increased facilities for passengerstrav-
eling on railway-cars to dlSpose of thelir small
paeha,ges articles, grips, &c., and at the same
time protect said articles to a certain extent
from theft when a passenger may fall asleep.

Another object of my invention isto socon-

struct my adjustable rack that children and

aged persons can take advantage of its utility

Wlthout climbing on the car- seats to depos1t
their articles in a rack or basket.
A further object of myinvention isto hinge
the box or basket part of said rack so that it
can be tilted forward, when necessary, to

| deposit heavy or b}ulky-paekages and said
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basket be returned to its normal position by
means of a spring or 1ts equwalent |

A furtherobject of myinvention is tom ake

the rack self-balancing by means of a weight

- Or spring.
A further obJect of my mventwn is to so-
‘construct the rack that it can be stopped at

any desired pomt on its movement in either
direction.

A further ob] ect of my invention is to pro-
videspring-actuating catchesfor engagement

with lugs secured to or 1nteﬂ'1 al with a frame

or back plate forming part of my device.
A further object of my invention is to so

construct the supporting or back plate that

the rack can be held in anyposition by means

" 50 of spring-actuated friction-stops.

A further object of my invention is to pro-

_tlon of the back plate.

Catec.

| vide means on the outside of my adj'us_table

rack for holding hats and other articles.

I willnow proceed to deseribe the drawings,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures. |

Kigure 1 represents a transverse section of
the body of a passenger-car having my im-
proved device therein. Iig. 2 represents my
device detached from a car and in blde eleva-
tion. TFig. 3 represents my device in front
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elevatlon with the slide-frame broken away |

to more fully exhibit my holding device. Tig,

4 is a plan or top view, par tly in section, of

the rack and its accompanying meehamsm
Fig. 5 is a perspective view in detail of a por-
IFigs. 6 and 7 are re-
spectively side and front elevations of my
improved device, exhibiting a modified catch
for supporting the adjustable rack.

My invention consists of a holder or back
plate A, which 1s provided with holes a' o'
for seemlnn' the same to a passenger coach or
car. -The een‘u al portion of said plate A is
removed, so as to save metal as well as ex-
pense and welghtin manufacturing the same.

‘Rabbets are molded on the opposite sides of

said plate for forming ways or guides a? a2
The front face of said plate A is provided
with lugs a ¢, &e., which are preferably made
integr al with S&Id plate.

The adjustable rack B consists of a sliding
framework C, to which is secured a 1_ecepta-—
cle D, and mounted on sald receptacle is an
open box or basket I, which constitutes part
of said rack., Ior the sake of brevity I will
designate thesliding framework C the ‘“‘slide”
C. Said slide C is-balanCed by a suitable
welght G, attached to & TOpe or chain ¢g and
passing over a sheave ¢/, located on the top

of the hack plate A, the 0pp0$1te end of said

rope g being secured to the front side of slide
Pivoted on the inside of sald slide C
are bell-crank-lever catches H H, which en-
gage with lugs a a, &c., previously referred
to.
lugs o through the medium of spring I and
operated by cords or chains ¢ 7/, secured to

levers J J, located on the outade or face of
said slide O

Slots & k are mo-ltlsed thmun‘h the face of
| slide C to allow the pinsjj to pass through

‘Said catches H are held in contact with
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forsecuring the cords ', previously referred
to. The rack 1s clevated by mecans of the
{inger-hold I£. |

The receptacle or box D is adapted to hold
books or packages, also canes and umbrellas,
by passing the last two mentioned articles
through the openings « «/, or such articles can
be secured on the hooks ' d’. On opposite
sides of said rack or box D are hooks/ for se-
curing hats or suspending articles, if so de-
sired.

T'he basket K Is hinged at ¢ to the Ltop of
the box D and held down in its normal posi-
tion by springs I, onlyonespring being shown
in the drawings, as indicated at If'ig. 2.

N 18 a handle for pulling down the basket
when necessary fo put in large packages, as
the front of the basket I 1s extremely high,
so as to approach to and be close to the top
of a car, as 1ndicated in Ifig. 1, right-hand
slde, the left-hand side of the ecar showing
the basket down 1n position for the reception
of an article. When elevated, as previously
1ndicated, on the right-hand side of a ear, the
articles in said basket are against or adjacent
to said roof, and consequently articles can-
not be surreptitiously taken from said baslket
unbeknown to the owner of said articles.

IFigs. 6 and 7 are similar in every respect
to Ifigs. 2 and 3, except the slight modifica-
tion of the coiled-spring-balancing deviee G
and the back plate A, the latterhavingsmooth
rabbeted sides at ¢* and rubber friction-lugs
IT', secured to the catches I for engaging said
sides and holding the adjustable rack in any
desired position through the mediam of the
spring I.

Alaving deseribed myinvention, that whieh
I consideras new, and desire to securce by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is—

1. Anadjustable rack adapted for railway-
cars for holding and supporting articles, in
combination with a baclk or holder for retain-
ingsaid rackinany desired elevated position,
substantially as described.

2. Anadjustable rack adapted for railway-
cars for holding and supporting articles, in
combination with a baeck or holder which is
provided with lugs for engagement with suit-

able catehes for refaining said adjustable |
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rack in any desired position, substantially as
described.

3. An adjustable rack for holding and sup-
porting articles and held in a balanced posi-
tion through the medium of aweight, in com-
binationwitha back or holder for supporting
said rack in any desired position, substan-
tially as described. |

4. An adjustable rack adapted for railway-
cars for holding and supporting articles and
held in a balanced position when unloaded
through the medium of aweight, in combina-
t1on with a baclk or holder which is provided
with lugs for engagement with suitable
catches for retaining said adjustable rack in
any desired position loaded, substantially as
speeified.

5. An adjustable rack adapted [or railway-
carsforholdingand supporting articles,which
1s provided with a hinged basket or recepta-
cle and held in position through the medium
of a spring, in contbination with a back or
holder for retaining said rack inan clevated
position, substantially as specified.

6. Anadjustablerack, consisting of aslide,
a box secured tosaid slide, hooks for holding
articles secured to said box and surmounted
by a hinged basket and supported by a back
or holder through the medium of spring-ac-
tuated catches, and lugs on said back, for the

purpose as spectfied.

7. An adjustable rack adapted for railway-
cars for holding and supporting articles, in
combination with a baclk or holder for sup-
porting sald rack in an elevated position and
spring-actuated catehes, substantially as de-
seribed.

8. An adjustable rack adapted for railway-
cars and sccured to the same for holding ar-
ticles 1n a position adjacent to a car-roof, in
combination with a back or holder for retain-
mgsald rackinanclevated position, substan-
tially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I afllix my signature
In presence ol two witnesses.

MICITAEL DUTLER.

\Vﬁ;n‘(}SSGS ‘
W. IREES IKDELEN,
VIIEVE LIEWIS.
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