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To all whom it maz Y COMCETTL:

Be it known that I, THOMAS KENDRICK a
citizen of the United Stﬂtes, residing at Glen-
wood Springs, in the county of Garfield and
State of Color ado, have invented a new and
useful Folding Car-Step, of which the follow-
ing is a speelﬁeatlon

The invention relates to 111:1131 ovements in

folding car -steps
The object of the pr esent invention is to
improve the construction of folding steps for
railway-cars and to provide a Slmple strong,

and durable one adapted tobereadily applied-
to car-steps and capable of being compactly

folded when not in use.
T'he invention consists in the eonst:. uction

‘and novel combination and arrangement of
parts, as hereinafter fully descr 1bed 1llus-

trated in the accompanying d1a,wmfrs and
pointed out in the claims hereto appended
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a per speotwe

view of a folding car- step construected in ac-

- eordance with thls invention and shown ex-

tended.
the same.
being folded. Fl“‘ 4 is a detail pelspeotwe
view of one of the hinged riser-bars.

Like numerals of 1efe1enee deswnete COT-

Fig. 2 is avertical sectional view of

- responding parts in the several ﬁn*mes of the
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drawings.

1 deswnates a folding step pivotally con-
nected to the lower por tions of a pair of riser-

bars 2 near the lower ends thereof and hing-
| edly connected by said bars to the lower step‘

o of a car, as illustrated in Fig. 1 of the ac-
GOIIIP&HYIHW drawings. The lower car-step 3
1S recessed at its outer edge at 4 to receive
the upper portions of the bels 2, which are

- mounted on a pintle 5 of any suitable COn-
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struction. The pivots 6 of the folding step
1 are located mnear its rear edge, and that
portion of the step in rear of the pivots is
adapted to abut against a stop 7, whereby the
folding step is memtamed in a horizontal po-
sition. The stops 7 consist of lugs or enlarge-

ments, and the folding step is pr owded at its
rear edge with a ﬂ'uald 8, extending the en- |
tire lenﬂ'th of the step and adapted 60 prevent
‘the feet of passengers from sllppmn* inward
‘beyond the step 1. --

The bars 2 are provided at thell uppel ends
'Wltll arms or ears 9, perforated toreceive the

thereof.

" pmtle o and extendmﬂ forward substantlally

at right angles to the bars 2 when the step is
unfolded :zmd they operate to offset the up-
per ends of the arms rearward sufficiently to
enable them to engage the solid portion of
the step 8 in rear of tlle slots 4. The arms
or ears are also adapted to extend through
the slots when the step is folded to permit the

same 1o lie flat against the upper face of the

car-step. .
The Stops 7 are arranged at the rear edges
of the bars 2, and the step 1 1s edepted to

SWIng upwar d against the front faces or edges

of the stops, whleh limit the inward swing of
the step, and after the latter has been folded
in this- manner both it and the bars 2 are

swung upward upon the step 3, as clearly

shown i in Kig. 3 of the accompanying draw-
ings, the foldmﬂ' step fitting upon the lower
step 5 and the ﬂ+u:5u<fl fitting abmnst the riser
The sbep 1S eompeetly folded and

| the parts are arranged so that it cannot be-

I‘w 3 18 a similar view, the step |

i

pense with the

come accidentally injured when they are in

their folded position.

The bar 2, adjacent to the body of the car,
18 provided at its hinged end with a handle
11, and the adjacent outel corner of the step
1 is cut away at 12 to provide a handhold.
The handle 11, which extends from the bar
2 at the side opposite the arm 9, is disposed
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substantially at right angles to the bar and

15 arranged in convenient position when the

step 1 1s folded By means of the handle 11

and the handhold 12 the step may be quickly
unfolded and brought into operative position.

- Theinvention hes the followingadvantages:

The folding step is exceedingly S1mp1e and in-
expensive in construction and is adapted to
be readily applied to the steps of cars to dis-
portable steps usually em-
ployed. The partsarecompactly folded when
not in use, and as the folding step lies flat
against the lowermost car- step and the guard

fits against the adjacent riser the device
~when iolded does not 1nterfere with the use

of the car-steps by trainmen. The guard,
which is arranged at the inner edge of the
folding step, is adapted to plevent the feet
of passengers from slipping inward beyond
the folding step, and it renders the folding
step as sefe as the ordinary car-steps.

The arms of the riser-bars, which extend
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forward, are pivoled at their outer end at a
point below the lowermost step of a car to
leavethe upper face of the latter entirely free,
and they inwardly offset the riser-bars, so
that their upper ends will engage the lower
face of the car-step. The handle extends
rearward from the upper end of one of the
riser-bars in a direction opposite to that of
the adjacent arm, and when the folding step
is in use the handle is located bencath the
car-step out of the way, but is brought into
position for convenient usce when the step 1
1s folded.

Changesin the form, proportiot, and minor
details of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing any of the advantages of this invention.

What I elaim 18—

1. In a deviece of the class deseribed, thoe
combination with rigid car-steps, of the riser-
bars 2 provided at their upper ends with out-
wardly-extending arms pivoted at a point be-
neath the lowermost step at their outer ends
and inwardly offsetting the riser-bars to en-
able the upper ends of the same to engage
the lower face of the lowermost car-step and
leave the upper face of the latter entirvely
free, a handle extending rearward from the
upper end of one of the riser-bars in a diree-
tion opposite to that of the adjacent arm,
whereby it is located bencath the car-steps
when the riser-bars depend therefrom and is
arranged in convenient position for use when

608,335

the riser-hars are folded upon the car-step,
and a folding step pivotally mounted hetween
the lower ends of the riser-bars, substantially
as deseribed.

9. In a device of the class described, the
combination with rigid ear-steps having a
lower step 3 provided at its outer edge with
recesses, of the riser-bars 2 provided at their
upper ends with outwardly-extending arms
pivoted at a point below the step 3, and ofl-
selting the riser-bars recarwardly to permit
the same to engage the lower face of the step
3 in rear of the rceesses, said arms being ar-
ranged to swing into the recesses to enable
the riser-bars to lie on the upper face of the
step 3, a folding step pivotally mounted be-
tweent the lower ends of the riser-hars, and

a handle extending rearward {rom the upper

cnd of one of the riser-bars at the angle
formed by the arm thereof, whereby the han-
dle will be arranged heneath the step 5 when
the folding step is in operative position, and
will extend upward from the step 3, when the
folding step is arranged thercon, substan-
tially as and for the purpose deseribed.

In testimony that I elaim the [oregoing as
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my own Ihave hereto aflixed my signaturein 6o

the presence of 1wo witnesses.
THOMAS WENDRICK.

\Vihn_esses:
JONIN II. SIGGERS,
ITAaROT,D H. SI1MMS.
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