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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, F'RANK R. SIMKIN, a eiti-
zen of Kngland, 1esu1111n* in Hartford, in the
county of IIELl tfm d and State of Conneetwut
have invented certain new and useful Im-—
provements in Placket-Closers for Closing the

Placket-Openings in Dress-Skirts and Sll]‘_lll.:"tl |

Articles, of which the following is a specifi-

~ cation.
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This invention r elates to fastening devices,
and especially to placket-closers f01 closing
the placket-openings in dress-skirts and simi-

lar articles, the object being to provide an

improved fastemnw device of this type which
will be ecspeclally adapted to accommodate
itself to the movements of the flaps or folds
at the sides of the openings Whlch it is de-
signed to close.

My improved fastening device embodies as
1ts essential features a pair of strips, prefer-
ably of flexible material, such as steel, or a
suitable non-metallic mater 1al—such as cellu-—
loid, whalebone, or other substance—con-
neeted at one end by a universal joint in
such a manner that the connected ends of the
strips may move or yield lonﬂlwdlnal]} rela-

- tively to each other.

In the drawings accompanying and form-

Ing part of this specification, Figure 1 is a

side elevation of my improved fastemno de-
vice, showing the same par tly open.
is a per speetwe view illustrating the fasten-—

- Ing device opened substantlally to its usual
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eztent whenin position, the view being taken

from the opposite side to that shown in Fig.
1. Fig. 31is an edge view of the fastemnn'
dewee closed.

- view illustrating an elbow for conneetmo' the

| o
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“ends of the sbrlps and 1s the preferred form

of connector therefor. Fig. 5 is an enlarged

detail side elevation of the strips Jomed by
means of a modified form of connecting de-

vice. Fig. 6 is an end view of the same.
Fig. 7 is a sectional end view of said modifi-

.0&131011 and Ifig. 8 is a detail side elevation

of anothel modlﬁcﬂtlon of the connecting de-

vice.

Similar characters deswnate like parts in
all the fis ogures of the dmwnws
"The 1efelence=-numelalﬂ 2 and 2’ indleate

I‘ln* 9

I‘w 4 1s an enlarged detaﬂr

ik

| portions of my 1mp10ved ]‘.‘.@stemnﬂ device or
placket-fastener, and this, as bef()le stated,

may be of any suitable mateual plefembly
flexible. Thestrip 2'is Substantmlly similar s
to the flat stri 1p 2, except that atits lower end
1t is reduced someﬁhab in width and bent to
form an offset portion or ear 2" substantially

at 11{‘:-'1113 angles to the body portion of the
| Stllp

E.:L(ﬂl of these strips is perforated 6o
at 1ts lower end, the one in the flat end of the

| strip and the other in the offset or ear 2.

These perforations are in the nature of round
rivet-holes and are shaped to receive the body
portions 4 and 5 of rivets formed integral 65
with the connectm by means of which Lhe
Stups are Jomed 130“‘613]181 ‘T'his connector
18 preferably in the f{_)IIIl of a tubular elbow-
stud 3, and the rivets may be disposed advan-
tafreously at right angles with respect to each 4o
other, with the heads 4' and 5' of the rivets
enwanmﬂ* the flat faces of the respective
gtllpq on the side thereof opposite that at
which the body portion of the connector lies, |
both strips being held in place, so that they 75
will be free to move relatively to each other
on the connecting-stud. |

- It will be obvmm from the fomo‘omw de-
seription that the elbow-stud 3 serves as a

means for permitting the strips 2 and 2’ tobe 8o

swung not only toward and from each other

in edgewise direction, as indicated in Fig. 2,

but also flatwise, and that when smtably se-
cured by stitching or otherwise to the mate-
rial at the edges of a placket-opening—for 8g
example, the plaeket opening in ‘a dress-
skirt—the strips may yield and move in a
vertical direction with respect to each other,
in accordance with the movements of the
sides of the material or skirt, and thus pre- go
vent puckering of the fabric at the point
where the lower end of Lhe fastening device
is applied thereto. |
In Figs. 5, 6, and 7 I have 111ustrated a

modification of my invention in which an an- g

| gular or L-shaped connector 3’ is employed,

the two arms of the connector being pivoted -
to the strips 2 and 2’ in substantmlly the same

| way as has just been described. with refer-
ence to the elbow-stud shown in Figs. 1 to 4. 100

In Figs. 5, 6, and 7 the lower end of the strip

the respective strips which form the main 2’13 not tumed in the same manner as 1t1s mn
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the preceding figures, but instead the body
portion of the strip is cut transversely on the
line &, and the left-hand half of the lower
portion of said strip is turned on the line ¥
to form substantially a right angle with the
body of the strip 2. The ear 2", formed by
this turned and offset portion, is perforated,
as is the corresponding end of the strip 2, in
substantially the same manner as before de-
sceribed with reference to the other figures,
for the reception of suitable rivets 4" and 5.
The movements of the strips of the fastening
device will be substantially the same with
the connector shown in the last three views

as they are with that illustrated in the pre-

ceding figures—that is to say, these strips

‘may move in a vertical direction relatively

to each other and may open also both
wise and endwise. |
In Fig. 8 I have illustrated another modi-
fication, in which an angular or L-shaped con-
nection is used. In this case both of the
strips 2 and 2’ have similar rounded ends,
and the strips are so disposed that their side
edges are normally in contact and the two
members in & common plane. The connee-
tion between the strips is made by means of
two - L-shaped connectors 3", substantially
similar to that shown at 3', Figs. 5, 6, and 7.
One ear of each of these connecting members
is pivoted to the lower end of the correspond-
ing strip 2 or 2/, as by riveting, and the other
two ears are pivoted together in the same
way, so that they may be turned relatively
to each otherindependently of themovements
of either of the strips relatively to the con-
nector to which it is joined.
- Any suitable means may be employed for
connecting the upperendsof the flexible strips
of my improved fastening device. In the

side-

present instance the usual glove-fastener is

| shown at 6; but I do not, of course, restrict

myself to the use of thisor any other special
form of separable fastener; neither do 1
limit my invention to a fastening device for
closing placket-openings in dress-skirts, for
which purpose, however, it is especially
adapted; but I may employ the same for all
analogous purposes and in connection with
any article with which it may be used with-
out departing from the spirit of my inven-
tion.

Having described my invention, I claim—
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1. The combination, in a placket-fastener,

of a pair of strips and a universal connection
between the ends of said strips, for permit-
ting edgewise and flatwise movements of the
same relatively to each other.

2. The combination, in a placket-fastener,
of a pair of strips and an elbow connector
pivoted at its opposite ends, respectively, to
the ends of said strips, for permitting edge-
wise and flatwise movements of the latter.

3. The combination, in a placket-closer, of
a pair of strips and a tubular elbow-stud piv-

55

6o

oted at its opposite ends, respectively, tothe

ends of said strips, for permitting edgewise
and flatwise movements of the latter, and
having tubular rivets at its ends for holding
said strips in position.

4. The combination, in a placket-closer; of
a pair of strips, one of which has an ear at
at the lower end thereof and transverse to the
body portion of such strip; and an elbow-
stud pivoted atits opposite ends,respectively,
to salid ear and to the lower end of the other
strip, for permitting edgewise and flatwise
movements of the strips.

FRANK R. SIMKIN.

Witnesses: |

IFRED. J. DOLE,
W, II. BLODGETT.
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