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To all whom it may concern:

of Church Creck, in tho county of Dor ches-—

ter and State of Mar yland, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Toy

Cannons; and I dohereby declare the follow- |

ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to a novel improve-

~ment in toy cannons; and it consists in the

novel combinations and arrangements of parts

that will be hereinafter fully deser 1bed and

claimed.
The object of the invention is to pl ovide a

“toy of the character described that will be es-

‘pecially simple in construction, cheap, dura-

- ble, and efficient in operation.
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A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a cannon the muzzle of which can be
maintained at any desired angle.

I am enabled to accomplis]

my improved cannon.
gitudinal section therethr ouﬂ*h, and Fig. 3 is

a perspective view of the: means f01 101@&51110*-
:

the plunger to fire the cannon.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
- indicates the main body of the cannon, which
- is longitudinally bored, as indicated by the

numeral 2, and the numeral 3indicates a plun-

ger therein, provided at its forward end with
the cup 4, adapted to receive the ball or mis-
sile, and ::'Lt its rear end said plunger is con-

nected to the breech of the cannon, which in

the present instance is movable with relation
to the body of the cannon, which movable

portion at either side ther eof is provided with
an eye 6, to which are secured the rear ends
of two elastic bands 7, extending from said

eyes, and having their forward ends secured

in eyes S, fmmed in the outer ends of the
{runnions 9, which pass through perforations

10 in the upper portion of ‘rhe carriage 11 at

opposite sides thereof and into the body of
the cannon.
Interposed between the stationary or main

“body of the cannon and the movable breech

thereof and encireling the plunger 1 prefer-

Be it known thatI, JOEN ROBERT J ESTER -

1 the objects of
‘my invention by the simple meansillustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which— -

Figure 1 represents a. pelspeetwe view of
I‘lﬂ* 2is a central 101:1-:

ably provide an elasbm washer 12, which ren-
ders the cannon pmebwally noiseless when
the réar portion 2 is 1e1ea,sed to project the
missile. -
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In the for wm a 1)01 tion of the plunger I pro- '

vide a notch 13, which is adapted to be en-
tered by the upturned arm 14 of the spring
15, which is secured to the cannon- body at

‘the under side thereof, and said spring is

adapted to keep the plunger in an extended
position or in position for firing.
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The numeral 16 indicates a key which is

formed, preferably, of metal and shaped to

conveniently enter between the cannon-body
and the upper portion of said spring, and said

key is adapted to-be turned to withdraw the

vertical arm of the spring from the notch and

permit the elastic bands to operate upon the

breech portion of the cannon and cause the
plunger to movesuddenly for ward, projecting
the missile.

The carriage at its rear 1301 tion is provided

with & series of semicircular notches adapted

to receive a cross-bar17, which may be placed
in any of the notches desned and maintain
the cannon at the different elevations.

- It will be observed that the portions form-
ing the trunnions of the cannon also form the
‘means for securing the ends of the elastie
‘bands and that the device as a whole is espe-
cially simplein construction and can be manu-
faetm ed and sold at a very low figure.

- Having thus described my mvenmon what -
I claim as new, and de'me tosecure by Lettels

Patent, is—

1. In a toy of the chalaeter descnbed the
combination with a suitable frame or ca rllaﬂ'e

havingan inclined rearportion provided Wth
notches a cannon pivotally secured to said
frame or carriage and formed of a stationary

forward por tlon and a rear or movable breech
portion, a plunger secured to said movable
rportlon and extending into the bore of the
‘cannon and provided at its forward end with
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a cup adapted to receive the ball or missile,

elastic bands connecting the movable portion
with the frame or carriage, a spring secured

to the under side of the cannon and having
an arm extending upwar dly between the st&-
tionary and movable portions of the cannon,

the upper end of said arm being adapted to_

entel a notch in the plunger to maintain the
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same in position for firing, a cross-bar adapted
to rest in the notches in the rear portion of

the carriage to maintain the cannon at any

desired elevation, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth. |

2. In a toy of the character deseribed, the

combination with a suitable frame or carriage
provided with an inclined rear portion pro-
vided with notches, a cannon pivoted in said
frame or carriage and comprising a pivoted
forward portion,arearwardly-movable breech
portion, a plunger secured to said breech por-

tion and extending into the bore of the for-

ward portion, eyes formed on the ends of the
trunnions, and eyes upon the breech portion
of the cannon, elastic bands connecting the

eyes upon the trunnions and the eyes upon

the breech portion, a spring secured to the
under side of sald cannon provided with a ver-
tical arm adapted to enter a notch or notehes
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in the plunger for the purpoée described, a
cross-bar adapted to restin the notches in the

rear portion of thecarriage, whereby the can-
non is maintained at any desired angle, a key
adapted to be inserted between the upper
portion of the spring and the under side of
the cannon and be partially turned to disen-
gage the spring from said noteh and fire the
cannon, an elastic disk or washer interposed
between the pivoted portion and the breech
portion of the eannon, substantially as and
for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
Ing witnesses. |

JOHIN ROBERT JESTER.

Witnesses:
LLEVIN RICHARDSON,
S. HoweTH REID.
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