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To all iﬂwm Lt may concerw:
Beit known thatI, ANDREW G. STEINBREN-

~ NER, a citizen of the United States, residing
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at the city of St. Louis, State of Missouri,

have made a certain new and useful Improve-

mentin Slack-Adjusters, of which the follow-

ing is a full, clear, and exact description, ref-

erence being had to the accompanying draw-
1ngs, forming a part of this specification, in

which—

Figure 1 is an elevational view of an ap-
proved form of draft-gear, showing my im-
- proved slack-adjuster in position.

Fig. 2 is
a bottom plan view. Fig. 3is a detail sec-
tional view showing one of the smaller blocks
in position. Fig. 4 is a similar view showing
a larger block in position. Figs. 5, 6, and 7
are detall views of my improved adjusting-
block. | |
L'his invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in slack-adjusters and is es-
pecially adapted for taking up the slack in
the draw-rods of continuous draft-gear of rail-

‘way-cars; but Iam also aware that my inven-
tion may be applied to-take up the slack in

other metallic rods which are subjected to
tensile strain or contraction and expansion

due to changes in temperature.
Generally stated, this invention may be

sald to be an improveinent upon the device
shown and described in United States Letters:

Patent No. 528,117, granted to me the 23d
day of October, 1894. The device shown in
that patent, while practical and ef
more expensive to produce, requires more ma-

terial in casting, and is not as easily and read-
By my

ily applied as my present device.
present invention I comprehend the casting
of single adjusting lugs or. blocks, thereby

dispensing with so much material as is re-

quired in the manufacture of the transposi-
tive adjusting device shown in my former
patent, inasmuch as but one lug is operative,

~ ‘while the other is practically idle in that con-

struction, thus combining the saving of ma-
terial with lightness and producing an ad-
juster which is more readily and quickly ap-
blied. S acd

In the drawings, A indicates the longitudi-
nal sills, B the head-block, and C the buffer-
block. D indicates the coupler, and D’ the

‘ective, Is

i

~ The draft-rods I are
with elongated loops F'; but as the construe-

‘wearing of

shank. E indical‘teg the cross-key, and:F the

continuous draft-rods. - All of the aforemen-
‘tioned parts are of usual or well-known con-

struetion. - . S
formed at each end
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tion is the same at each end of the car I have

deemed 1t advisable to illustrate but one end
of the draft-gear. o
G indicates my improved adjusting lug or

block.  (More clearly shown in detail in Figs.

5,6,and 7.) These lugs are formed with re-
taining-flanges ¢ and perforations ¢', through
which are adapted to be passed cotter-pins

or other suitable securing devices. = The
flanges g form a wear-shoe which is adapted
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to bear against the draft-timbers, and the

edges of the contiguous face of the wear-shoe
being rounded, as shown, the timbers are not

cut or injured.by the constant rubbing ac-

tion when the car is in transit. This I con-
sider an important feature in my improved
adjuster, because I have found in practical

-experience that where the edges have been

left sharp or well defined the wear - shoe
would cut into and mar the timbers, the re-
sult being thatin a short time a groove would

“be worn, thereby causing lateral play of the

looped end of the draft-rod and more rapid
the parts due to-the continual

frietion. -

If desired, the cotter-pin may be dispensed
with in the outerend of -the adjusting-block

and the retaining-flange g depended upon to
‘hold the block in place.
‘ter-pin in the end of the cross-key will serve
‘to retain the looped end of the draft-rod in

In-this case the cot-

75

8o

contact with the wear-shoe, which is inter-

‘posed therebetween and the draft-timber, said
shoe preventing the outward movement of

the block. - . | .

On the block G is preferably formed a lug
g", extending forwardly from the flange g,
sald lug being designed to be bent around the
end of the loop I, thereby engaging itself
thereto, and thus preventing the block G from
slipping out of or becoming misplaced on said

loop F' when the draw-bar D is struck a blow,

as in coupling. - |
In the drawings, at Figs. 3 and 4, I have

shown two adjustments; butI wish it under-
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stood that my invention comprehends the | wear-shoes g on said lugs or blocks, which

making of the adjusting-blocks in various
sizes to meet varying conditions in the slack
occasioned Dby the stretch in rods, due, per-
haps, to the strain thereon in hauling heavily-
laden cars upgrade or changes in tempera-
tuare.

I am aware that many minor changes in

the construction of my improved adjusting
lug or block may be made without in the least
depdl ting from the nature and punclple of
the mvenmon

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, a,nd desire to secure by Lettels Pat-
ent, 1s— |

1. The combination with the draft-timbers,
the looped ends of the draft-rods, and the
cross-keys fitting in said looped ends, and
slack-adjusting blocks comprising body por-
tions G, interposed between said cross-key
and the outer ends of the draft-rod loops,

e

are interposed between the loops of the draft-
rods and the draft-timbers, and lugs g"’ pro-
jecting from the front edges of the wear-
shoes, which lugs. are adapted to be bent

ar ound the ends of the draft-rod loops for se-

curing the adjusting-blocks in position, sub-
stantia,lly as described.

2. The herein-described slack-adjusting
block, the same comprising the body portion,
a flange forming a wear-shoe, the inner cor-
ners of said flange being rounded, and a lug
g projecting from the front edge of said
flange, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature, in the presence of two witnesses,
this 1st day of December, 1897.

ANDREW G. STEINBRENNER.

Witnesses:

F. R. CORNWALL,
HucH K. WAGNER.

L i

25

30

35




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

