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“one at each side of the door.

UNITED STATES

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

JOIIN IIODGE, OF TOPEKA, KANSAS.

"CAR-DOOR BRACKET.

: SPEGIFIGATION formmg part of Letters Patent No. 607,851, dated J uly 20, 1898

Serml No 524, 689 (No model.)

"Application filed Octr:a'ber 1,1894,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN HODGE, a citizen
of the United States residing at TOpeka, in
the county of Shawnee and State of Kansas,
have invented certain new and useful Tm-
provements in DBrackets for KFreight - Car
Doors, of which the following is a Speelﬁca-

tion, 1efer'ence being had to the accompany-

ing dramnﬂ% whwh are made a part hereof,

and in Wthh——

Kigure 1 is a side elevation of a portion of
a car and of a pa1r of the brackets in place
thereon.

of, on a 1arﬂer scale, on the line 2 2, Fig. 1.

.Fw‘ 318 a vertical seetlon thereof on the hne
Kigs. 4 and 5 are views showing

3 3 Kig. 2.
medlﬁeatlons

Customarily the door of a freight-ecar is
supported by hangers which are secured to
the upper edge of the door and engage a track
located under -the eaves of the car-roof, an
attachment of some sort being used for en-
gaging the bottom of the d001 and prevent-
Ing it fronl swinging outward from the side
of the car. A familiar type of this attach-

‘ment is a bracket secured to the side of the

car and having an offset portion which pro-
jects upward in front of the door. Hereto-
fore it has been the custom to secure this
bracket in place by means-of bolts or screws
the heads of whichare accessible at all times,
and the objection to this is that thieves may
remove the attachment, swing the bottom of
the door outward, and enter the car. The

present invention 1elﬂtes to brackets of this

class; and its object is to provide a bracket
of such construction that it covers and pro-
tects the anchor by which it is secmed in
place.

T'o this end the invention consists in the
features of mnovelty that are particularly
pointed out in the claims hereinafter.

In the drawings, A represents the siding,
and B one of the side siils, of the car.

Crepresents thesliding d001 D the hangers,
and E the track upon which they are hunn*

It are the brackets, two of which are used
Each of these
brackets consists of a plate having an offset

portion f, which projects upward in front of

the door. It is secured to the car-body by

the customary bolts ', having exposed heads,

| tion 1s not limited to any of them.

Kig. 21is a horizontal section there-

and in addition to these bolts it is secured by

another device, hereinafter called an *‘an-
chor,” which is inaccessible so long as the
door remains closed, even though the bolts 1
be removed, and it is in this anchor that the
present mventwn resides. In the drawings
I have shown it under three different'modi—
fications, but desire to have it understood
that in its broadest aspect the presentinven-
I believe
myself to be the first to secure this bracket
by means of an anchor which is separable
from the bracketand is covered and protected

by the bracket, and I do not confine myself

to an anchor of any particular construction.
In Figs. 1, 2, and 3 the bracket F is provided
In its back with an undercut groove,which
preferably tapers from top to bottom, being
wider at bottom than at top; but this taper is
not essential. The groove extends quite to
the bottom edge, but not to the top edge of
the bracket, or, in other words, it is closed at
1ts upper end. This groove receives the cor-
respondingly-shaped head ¢ of a Dblock G,
which 1s let into the siding of the car, so as
to prevent 1t from turning, and is perforated
torthe passage of asuitable fastening device—

such as,for example,a bolt H—and the bracket

F is provided with an auxiliary groove at the
bottom of the groove first aforesmd for re-
ceiving the head of the bolt and preventing
1t from turning. In applyingthe bracket the
anchor (0011518131110‘ of the block G and bolt H)
is first secured in place with its smaller end
uppermost, and then the bracket I is slipped
onto the anehor from above and secured by
the bolts ', Since the bracket ¥ can be re-
moved from the anchor only by an upward

| movement,.it follows that the door being

above the bracket while closed the blaeket
cannot be removed without first opening the
d001 |

- T prefer to use an anchor having a separate
non-circular head, such as the block (&, be-

cause 1t may be SO secured in place that 1t
and of course unless it is
turned the bmcket If ecannot be turned so as

cannot be turned,

to disengage its projection f from the car-
door.
dispensed with and the bracket a,neholed to
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Thl% separate head may, however, be

a bolt or serew or similar device plOJGCtlH'T |

| from theside of the car, as shown at I in Kigs.




oJ

4 and 5. In this case the head of the bolt or
screw and the groove in the bracket may be

of any desired shape so long as they conform

to each other, it being understood that the
upper end of the grooveis closed, so that the
bracket can be disengaged from the head of

- the bolt or screw only by an upward move-

10

IS

ment. With an anchor of this sort, unless
some means were provided to plevent 1t, it
would be possible after removing the bolts or
screws /' to turn the bracket I until the pro-
jection f had heen disengaged from the car-
door, but by providing the bracket with a long
bearing 7%, which is adapted to come against
the bottom of the door, this is prevented.
T'his long bearing or a similar device is es-
sential where the anchor can be turned, and

- while it may be dispensed with where the

. 20

anchor is held against turning still even in
this latter case 1 prefer to use 1t

Having thus described my invention, the
followmo‘ is what I claim as new and desire
to secure by Letters Patent:

1. The eombination with a car-door, of an
attachment for preventing 1t from swing-
Iing outward, said attachment comprising a

bracket provided in its back with a socket,

~an anchor separable from the Dbracket, se-
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cured to the side of the car and having a head
occupying said socket, thehead of the anchor
being covered by the bracket, and means for
preventing the disengagement of the bracket
and anchor so long as bhe door 18 closed, sub-
stantially as set; f01 th.

2. The combination with a car-door, of an
attachment for preventing it from swinging
outward, sald attachment comprising a
bracket and an anchor separable from each
other, the bracket having in 1its back an un-
dercut groove and the anchor a head occupy-

ing said groove so that they may be engaged

~and disengaged by siiding one upon the other,

the anchor being secured to the side of the

- car and covered by the bracket, and means

.ISO
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for preventing the disengagement of the
bracket and anchor so long as the door is
closed, substantially as set forth.

5. The combination with a car-door of an
attachment for preventing it from swinging
outward, said attachment comprising a

bracketadapted toengage the door, an anchor
non-rotatively secured to the side of the car
and having a non-rotative engagement with
the bracket, and means for preventing the
separation of the bracket and anchor so long |

-

“the car,

secured to the side of the car,

607,851

as the car-door is closed, substantially as set
forth.

4. The combination with a car-door of an
attachment for preventing it from swinging
outward, said attachment comprising a
bracketadapted to engage the door, an anchor
separable therefrom secured to the side of the
car, and means whereby said anchor and

60

bla,cket have non-rotative engagement with

each other, the anchor being concealed by the
bracket, substantially as set forth.

5. The combination with a car-door, of an
attachment for preventing it from swinging
outward, said attachment comprising a

bracket adapted to engage the door, and pro-

vided in its back with an undercut groove,
closed at its upper end, an anchor having a
non-circular head occupying said groove, and
means for preventing said head from turn-
ing, substantially as set forth.

6. The combination with a car-door, of an
attachment for preventing it from swinging
outward, said attachment comprising

an anchor Con815tmn of a pezfomted block
occupying said groove and a bolt passing
through said block and engaging the car, and
means for preventing the block f1 om turning
substantially as set forth.

7. The combination with a car and 1ts door,
of a bracket engaged by said door, an anchor
and means
whereby said anchor is concealed by
bracket and detachably connected therewith,
substantially as set forth.

3. The combination with a car and its door,
of a bracket engaged by said door, an anchm
separable therefrom, secured to the side of
and means whereby said anchor 1s
connected to said bracket and has non-rota-
tive engagement therewith, substantially as
set for th

9. The combination w vith a car and its door,
of an anchor, a bracket engaged by the dom_
said bracket bein g provided with a socketand
having in the rear face thereof a slot of less
width thau the greatest width of the anchor

leading to said socket whereby the bracket

may be slidably eonneeted with the anchor
and the latter concealed thereby, substan-
tially as set fmth
JOHN HODGE..
 Witnesses:
| P. H. CONEY,
JNO. J. WEHE.
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