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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, FRANK B. LAGRANGE, of

Hastings Centre, in the county of Oswego, in
the State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Holdbacks, of which
the following, taken in conneection with the
accompanying drawings, is a full, clear, and
exact deseription. | |
This invention relates to improvements in
holdbacks for vehicle-thills. | -
My object is to provide such a holdback

which will be held positively in position when |

secured to the holdback-strap upon a harness
and when the traces are secured to the thills
and at the same time adapted to be automat-
ically released with the forward movement of
the horse after the traces have been unhooked,
and that will be cheap and durable in its con-
struction and of great utility; and to that end
my invention consists of the several new and
novel features of construction and operation

- which are hereinafter described and which
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~ lease it.
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- provided with a strap-spring c'.
ing arm 0O is also provided with a groove d in
its lateral edge and is also
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are specifically set forth in the claim hereunto
annexed. It isconstructed as follows, refer-
ence being had tothe accompanying drawings,
in which— - |
Figure 1 is a top plan view of the holdback
complete as it appears when in operation.

sition of the eye, which is attached to the hold-
back-strap in a vertical position about to re-
Kig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the
formshownin Fig.1. Fig. 4isalongitudinal
vertical section. Fig. 5 is a similar section,
the strap-eye being removed and showing the
engaging arm in a raised position. Fig. 6 is
a view of the engaging arm detached.

a 18 the bracket or base, having lateral ears
', in which the engaging arm b is hinged, and
1s provided with a shoulderd’,having a groove
¢ in its forward edge. The said base is also
The engag-

provided with a

rear extending shoulder d', as shown in Figs.
4, 5, and 6. = | |

e 18 a holdback-strap eye having means at
one end for securing it to the strap and a

| cross-bar ¢ at the oppOSité end, which is adapt-

ed to rest within the grooves ¢ and d when in
use. 'T'his cross-piece ¢’ has one of its sides
cut away, as shown in Fig. 4, so that when the
loop e is lying flat the device is locked, be-
cause the bar ¢’ fills the groove in both the
abutment and the latch. When, however,
this loop is raised into the position shown in
dotted lines in Fig. 2, the bar ¢ only catches
In the groove in the latch, and then by pull-
ing upon the loop the latch is turned into the
position shown in Fig. 5. -

~After the traces have been unhooked and
the horse moves forward in the thills it will
be observed that the strap-eye e will take the
position shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2 and
will draw the engaging arm b up to a position
similar to the position shown in Fig. 5, thereby
allowing the eye to disengage itself. It will
also be observed that to secure the eye to the
holdback-iron I simply turn the eye to a ver-

‘tical position, place it in the groove d, press

the arm b down to the position shown in Fig.
4, and allow the eye to take its natural posi-
tion, the cross-piece ¢ turning quarter-way
around, so that it laterally fills the grooves ¢
and d, and thereby is prevented from becom-

| _ ing disengaged.
~ Kig. 2 18 a side view thereof, showing the po- | .

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is— |

The bracket or base provided with a shoul-

50

35

6o

75

8o |

der having a groove formed in its forward

edge, combined with a pivoted spring-actu-
ated arm also provided with a groove in its

‘edge, and a loop having a cut-away bar across

one of its ends, and which bar fits in the
grooves in the shoulder and arm, and locks
the arm when the loop is lying flat, but which

‘loop when turned upward allows the arm to

turn upon its pivot, substantially as shown

and described. : -
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand this 15th day of September, 1897.

_ FRANK B. LAGRANGE.
In presence of— - o |
MARY A. FRANKLIN,
HowARD P. DENISON.
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