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AMMUNITION-HOLDER FOR MACHINE-GUNS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent NO,GO'?,GSI , dated J uly 19, 1898,
Application filed JTanuary 24, 1898, Serial No, 667,763, (No model.)

To all whom ¢ may conceri:

Be it known that I, DOUGLAS MACKINNON
DAILLIE HAMILTON COCHRANE, Karl of Dun-
donald, a subject of the Queen of Great Brit-

‘ain, residing at No. 34 Portman square, Lon-

don, England, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Ammunition-Hold-

1s a specification,

My invention relates to an arrangement for
readily supplying ammunition to machine-
guns, this ammunition consisting of car-
tridges secured on a belt which by the action
of the gun is caused to travel over partof the
gun, presenting successive cartridges to the
loading mechanism. For this purpose 1
mount the gun and ammunition-boxes as. I

shall describe, referring to the accompanying

drawings.

Ifigure 1 is a vertical section with the gun

shown in elevation. Tig. 2 is a sectional
plan. | |

The vertical axis ¢, around which the gun
can be turned in any direction, is fixed.in a
pedestal b, which in order to give stiffness
combined with lightness is preferably made
hollow, as shown. - Around this pedestal as an
axis a polygonal or star-shaped sleeve ¢ is fit-
ted to revolve, its base preferably running
on balls arranged in arace at the angle of the
flange of the pedestal 0. IKEach of the oblique
sidles of the sleeve ¢ has in its upper part a

dovetail notch into which fits a dovetail pro-

jection e from the back of an ammunition-box
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d. Each of these boxes hasa lid f hinged to
1ts outer side.

The lower part of the gun-mountingis pro-
vided with a bolt g, and the top of the sleeve
c has as many holes to receive the bolt as
there are sides to receive the ammunition-
boxes d. When one of these boxes is sup-
plying the gun, the bolt g being inserted into
the corresponding hole, then on turning the
oun in any direction the sleeve and ammuni-
tion-box turn with it. When the box isemp-
tied, the bolt g is withdrawn, the sleeve ¢ is
turned partly around, so as to bring another

.

| box containing ammunition into position, and

the bolt ¢ is inserted into the corresponding
hole. This operation isrepeated untilallthe
boxes are emptied. Anemptyboxcanatany

time be removed by lifting it sufficiently to

clear its dovetail projection e out of the noteh
of ¢, and a fresh box containing ammunition

can be put in its place. Although I have

shown the sleeve ¢ star-shaped and arranged
to carry six ammunition-boxes, obviously 1t
might be made of othersuitable form.adapted
to carry a smaller or greaternumber of boxes,
which might be made of various dimensions
to suit the ammunition used for the gun.
Instead of a dovetail projection and noteh
other meansof attaching the boxtothesleeve
may be adopted, such, however, as willallow
of the box being readily attached and de-
tached. Thus, forinstance, a hook orheaded

| stud may project from the sleeve to engage in

an eye or suitable recess provided in the side
of the box. S

The baseof the pedestal b may be so shaped
as to provide for its being fixed on a plat-
form on board ship or on shore or on a gun-
carriage. -

I claim— - |

The combination with the vertical axisand
a gun-mount arranged to be rotated about

said axis, of a sleeve arranged. to be rotated
‘about the said axis independently of the gun-

mount, a plurality of ammunition-boxes de-
tachably supported on said sleeve, and means
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for adjustably locking the gun-mount to the

sleeve whereby the gun-mount and sleeve are
caused to rotate in unison and the ammu-
nition-boxes may be sucecessively brought
into operative position, substantially as de-
seribed. :

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
NESSEes. |

DOUGLAS M. B. . COCHRANE.

Witnesses:
WALTER J. SKERTEN,
WILMER M. HARRIS.
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