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with the curvature of said slot C' prevent the
strap from moving freely in the latch, while

enabling the latter efficiently to hold straps
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To all whom 16 may concern. _-

Be it known that I, IMAN WISSE, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Grand Rap-
1ds, in the countyof Kentand State of Michi-
ocan, have invented certain new and wuseful
Improvements in Holdback-IHooks; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled intheart to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to Improvements in

holdback-hooks; and its object is to provide
the same with certain new and useful fea-
tures, hereinafter more fully described and
more particularly pointed out in the claims,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, In Wth]l——
| I‘wure 1is a side elevation of a device em-
bodying my invention as it appears when in
use; Iig. 2, the same when out of use; Iig.
3, a longitudinal vertical section; Fig. 4, a
plan view of the top of the same detached,
and Iig. 5 an inverted view of the same.
Like lettew refer to like parts in all of the

fi gUres.

“A is a hook having a concave forward edge
A’ and diverging ribs having convex rear
edges A’ and & base B, adapted to be secured

by means of screws to the under side of a

thill. C is a lateh pivoted to said base near
the forward side of said hook and in line with
the same and having a convex rear edge
adapted to engage the concave edge A’ of
said hook, and a curved slot C', extending
from its lower end upward to receive the hold-
back-strap. Said lateh is thus divided into

two parts or prongs by said slot C', and on

the forward prong, near the upper end of
said slot, is a projection C', adapted to en-
age the holdback-strap, and in conjunction

of various thicknesses. The boss D around
the pivot of said lateh hastwoflattened sides
D’ D”, adapted to be engaged by the
spring K, which spring is secured in the re-
cess B’ in the base B. When said latch isin
the position shown in Figs. 1 and 3, said
spring engages the flattened side D" and holds
sald latch against said hook or in a closed

position, and when in the position shown in

flab |

| IMig. 2 said spring engages the side D" and

holds said latch open. Said hook A extends
forward a sufficient distance, so that when
sald latch C is closed against said hook its
open end or slot C' will be closed by the for-
ward extension of said hook and the hold-
back-strap thus prevented from escaping from
sald slot. When the horse is holding back,
said latch is pulled toward said hook and

| there is no tendency of the strap to escape,

and where said strap is slack the spring E
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prevents said lateh from turning; butshould -

the harness-tugs be disengaged from the
whiffletree by accident or otherwise said hold-
back-strap will unfailingly slip over the con-
vex rear side of said hook asthe horseleaves

| the thills, the lateh will be turned on its pivot

against the action of the spring H, and said
strap will be released. This greatly facili-
tates the unhitehing of horses, as it is not
necessary to disconnect the holdback-strap,
and when hitching up it is only necessary to
place said strap in the slot C' and close the
lateh, said lateh being left open by the ac-
tion of the str ap when ‘the horse was formerly
unhitched.

| "By pr 0V1ding' the diverging and rounded
' ribs A’ the strap-detaching takes place auto-

matically and the strapis not turned sharply
around an angle and the inward inclination
of the ribs tends to cause said strap to slide

freely over the same, and thus be more freely

detachable, and by providing the projection
C" straps of different thickness may be in-
serted and engaged at both sides to prevent
any freedom of motion of the same between
the parts C and C'.

Having thus desm ibed my invention, what

I claim is—
1. In a holdback-hook, the combination of

the base, a concave hook depending there-

from, a latch to hold the str ap, pivoted adja-
cent to the concave side of the hook, and two
ribs extending convergently from the rear
end.of the babe to said hook and having in-
clined under surfaces merging into the 1owel
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end or point of said hook substanumlly as

described, whereby the stmp will be guided
to the point of said hook and unfailingly re-
leased when the thills are dropped and the
animal starts to move from between the same.

2. In a holdback-hook, the combination of
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a hook having a concave forward side, and a
latch pivoted to the base of the hook and en-
gaging said concave side when closed, said
latch having a longitudinal curved slot to re-
ceive the strap and a projection in one side
of said slot to engage the side of said strap,
whereby straps of different thicknesses will
efficiently be held against movement in said
slot when the latchis closed while being freely
released therefrom when the latch 1s open,
substantially as described.

3. Inaholdback-hook, a hook having a con-
cave forward side and diverging convex ribs
atthe rear side to facilitate detachment of the
strap, and a latch having a convex side en-
caging the concave side of said hook, said
latch also having a curved longitudinal slot

to receive the strap and a projection in one !

side of said slot to engage the side of said
strap and prevent free movement of the same
in said slot, substantially as deseribed.

4. As an improved article of manufacture,

the herein-deseribed holdback-hook, consist-

ing of a base having a longitudinal recess and
formed with a slot communicating with said
recess, and also having a depending concave
hook and ribs diverging from said hook to
the rear end of the base, said ribs being of
ogradually-decreasing depth from their for-
ward to their rear ends, to facilitate detach-
ment of the strap, a spring seated in said re-
cess and secured at one end to said base, and
a latch having a convex side engaging the
concave side of the hook, said latch being
formed with a longitudinal slot and with an

inward projection at one side of said slot, and

the upper end of said latech being pivoted to
the base and formed with a boss having re-
versely-flattened sides engaged by the free
end of said spring, substantially as deseribed.
In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
| IMAN WISSE.
Witnesses:
LEWIS K. FLANDERS,
I.o18 MOULTON.
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