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To all whom it may conceriv:-

Be 1t known that I, FRED II. CHAMPLIN, a
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at Kast Long Meadow, in the county of
Hampden and State of Massachusetts, have
invented new and useful Improvements in

Eggo Crates or Boxes, of which the following

1S & spe<31ﬁcat1on reference being had to the
accompanying drawings and letters of refer-
ence marked thereon.

My invention relates to the construction of
a device for carrying and handling eggs with
safety and convenience.

The object of my invention is to produce
a device by which eggs in any desired quan-

tity may be conveniently handled and trans-

ported with safety and convenience.

My invention consists in a construction
whereby the eggs are suppoxted upon a cush-
ion produced by the operation of springs and
wherebythe eggsareheld between 0pp031te1y -
arranged engaging pieces.

My invention also consists in an arrange-
mentof telescoping or adjustable trays where-
by one or more of said trays may be used

- ndependently or collectively and in the ar-
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rangement of handles whereby the trays are
secured to each other for the purpose of trans-
portation.

My invention further consists in the con-
struetion and arrangement herein set forth,
whereby the Objeets of my invention are at-
tained.

In the accompanying dmwm os, in which |

like letters of reference indicate like parts,
FFigure 1 is a perspective view showing sev-
eral trays united in the position they occupy
for transportation. Ifig. 2 18 a perspective
view of a base-tray provided with a cover, the
cover being broken away, disclosing a portion
of the interior. Ifig. 51sa perspective of one
of the intermediate trays with a part broken
away, disclosing the interior arrangementof a
network of wires in the upper portion of the
tray and a similar arrangement of wires in
the lower part of the tray, thosein the upper
part-being shown with eggs in position. Fig.
4 is a plan view, on an enlarged scale, show-
ing the pleferle(l mmnnement ol wires and
springs; and Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional

view of a part of the trays in position with |

| reference to each other and showing also the

one in which the eggs are held.

In detail, ¢ indicates the base-tray; 0, the
cover; c,intermediate trays; d,ribs arranged
in the trays; e, supporting - wires; f, trans-

versely arranﬂ‘ed wires; ¢, springs; h, a cover

for the wires; 1, h&ndles and 7 a strap.

The constr uetlon and arrangement of my
device will be readily understOod on refer-
ence to the drawings.

The base-tray ¢ is provided w 1th a bottom
and transverse ribs d and one network for
supporting the eggs. The cover is also pro-
vided with a single network, while the inter-
mediate trays ¢ are provided with two net-

works, the upper network being adapted to

receive the eggs being packed and the lower
network bemﬂ adapted to rest upon the eggs
deposited in the tray next below, so that the
eges are held between cushwned surfaces
both above and below.

The preferred form of network is  that illus-
trated on an enlarged scale in Fig. 4, the
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wires e being formed in opp,ositelyfp'rojeoting 75

loops and extending from rib to rib, the cen-
tral part of the loops being connected by

springs ¢, or'these springs may extend from

transversely-arranged wire 1 to the loops ad-
jacent thereto. Inthe manufactureit will of
course be found most convenient to carry the
wires across from side to side, the same being
passed around pins, tacks, or other attaching

devices mounted in the ribs and at the sides

of the trays, and in so doing it is found more
convenient to carry the wire f across than to
cut the wire and fasten it in position, and the
attaching of the pins to the transversely-ar-
ranged wire fis In some cases more desirable.

The looped portion of the wires are covered
with a soft material /i, preferably woolen or
other similar textile, and these are secured
to the -wires in any convenient manner, pref-
erably by thread.

The trays are arranged to telescope with
each other, preferably by arranging the lower
portion so as to set within the upper portion
of the tray next below it, and I prefer to ac-
complish this by forming the side walls with
both inner and outer mbbets, as shown most
clearly in Fig. 5, so that the exterior of the
complete or built—up structure will present a

8o

Q0

95

100



[ i)

uniform and unbroken appearance by reason
of the outer walls being flush with each other.
Each of the traysis pr ovided with a han-

dle 7, preferably made of cord, and the trays

5 are prefembly secured to each other by pass-
ing the handles of each tray through the han-
dles of the tray next below it in the manner
illustrated in IFig. 1, and the handles of the
cover or upper 1:1*-.{:,3T are secured to each other
1o by a strap j or other convenient means, thus
forming a convenient handle by wlneh the

whole bullt -up structure may be lifted. 1t |
| covering 73, substantially as shown

will be seen that by this arrangement the
pressure placed upon the eggs is that exerted
by the springs, and if the springs are properly
adjusted and by the right tension the eggs
will be firmly held In posﬂzwu so that dmwer
of breakage is entirely avoided, as they can-
not come in contact with each other, neither
2o can they be dislodged from the ]101d11w de-
vice, each individual ege being held in 1ts
mdwlduﬂl holding device.

By preference the trays are constructed to

hold a very few eges each, IForinstance, one
25 tray may be Gonsm ucted to hold one dozen
egos, and if it be desired to transport that
number only then the base-tray « and cover
are all that are required, while 1f a greater
number of eggs are to be transported then
3o additional trays are employed to the extent
required to transport the requisite number.

It will be seen that the position in which
the trays are transported or placed becomes
immaterial, as with this construction and ar-

35 rangement the eges cannot be dislodged from
then individual ho]dm o devices regardless of
the position of the dmuee.

ITaving therefore described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters

40 Patent, is—

1. The combination of a base-tray and one
or more individual trays arranged with thein
bodies to telescope one with the other, & cover
and a series of loops arranged in each tray,

45 the ends of the looped pieces being fixed to a
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| rigid wall and the intermediate portion of op-

posﬂzel} -projecting loops being united by a
coil-spring and a flexible covering mran*‘fe(l
over the loops to receive the eggs :111{] means -
to secure the trays t{wether substantially as 5o
shown.

2. Inan egg-crate the comDbination of a case
looped wires atmehed tothe caseeandsprings
attached to the oppositely-projecting loops,
substantially as shown. 5o
- 3. 'The combination in an egg-crate, of a
tmy having looped wires e, springs ¢ and 2

4. The combmmmn in an egg-crate of in-
dependent trays provided with two webs of 6o
looped wires, one web being looped in oppo-
site direction to the other with adjacentloops
connected by anintermediate coil-spring,sub-
stantially as shown. |

5. The combination in an egg-crate of two 635
or more independent trays arranged to lock
together topreventlateral movement between
them and independent flexible looped han-
dles with their ends attached to the outerside
walls of each tray, each flexible looped han- yo
dle being of sufficient length to be looped or
interlocked with the next flexible handle, a
bottom and a top, and means to connect and
draw toward each.other the top set of flexible
loops which overlap the cover substantially 7s
as shown.

G. The combination in an egg-carrying

ate of two or more independent trays hav-
ing their walls aabbeted whereby the walls
toleqct)pe with each other, a series of oppo- 8o

sitely-looped wires secured to the trays and
arranged so that their loops cross each other,
two in a set, and a series of springs connect-
ine adjacent loops so that the egg-receiving
recesses are formed between the oppositely- 8s
arranged loops substantially as shown.,
I*] ED H. CITAMPILIN.

Witnesses:

ITaATTIE E. ROOoT,
O. L. WOLCOTT.
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