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To all whom it may concerm:
Beitknownthat I, ULYSSES SIMPSON GRANT
BrOBST, of Columbus, in the county of Frank-
lin and State of Ohio, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Safety-Kn-
velops; and I do hereby declare the following

- to be afull, clear, and exact description of the
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invention, such as will enable others skilled
1n the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. -

This invention relates to an improved
satety-envelop, and has for its object to pro-
duce a device of this character which cannot
be surreptitiously opened without detection.

To the accomplishment of this object my
invention consists in providing a sealing-flap
secured at its opposite ends to the opposite
extremities of the envelop adjacent to the
ap which
ettends upon opposwe sides of the envelop
and 18 secured thereto in a peeuher manner
which makes it impossible for the flap to be
opened without destroying the integrity of
the same or without so distorting the flap as
to make 1t absolutely impossible for it to be
resecured in a manner to avoid detection.
Certain other structural peculiarities subor-

dinate to the distinective feature mentioned.

will hereinafter be more fully pointed ouft.
Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
front view of my envelop F10 2 1S a rear
view of the same. FKig. 3isa front elevation
of the envelop unsealed. Fig. 4'i8 a trans-
verse sectional view. Kig.  is a view of the
blank from which the envelop 18 made. Fig.
0 1s a detall view of the lining detached.
Retferring to the numerals on the drawings,
1 indicates the body part or front of my en-
velop provided along one side with a sealing-

flap 2, having its edge serrated, and along its |
“opposite edge with a back flap 3 of greater

width than the width of the body part and of
somewhat less length than the length of said
body part, a crease being formed adjacent to
its free edge and the end edges of the end
flap beyond the erease converging in the man-
ner illustrated and for a purpose which will
hereinafter be made apparent. Compara-
tively short end flaps 4 extend from the ends
of the body part and are designed to project

: for mailing.
flap 10 may be provided Wlth adhesive mate- |

- when the envelop is complete just under the
adjacent edges of the back flap.

6 mdmetes a preferably scalloped slit in the
front 1, substantially parallel with the edge
adjacent to the sealing-flap, and having an-
gular extensions 8§, extending from the upper

edge of the envelop to the ends of the paral-

lel slit, the extremities of the angular exten-
sions or slits terminating a slight distance
from either end of the envelop. By this con-
struction it will be seen that a sealing-flap is
formed which 1s secured to the envelop by &
narrow strip at either end and which projects
upon opposite sides of the envelop and is pro-
vided with serrated edges designed normally
to aline with the adjacent correlatively-ser-
rated edge along the slit in the front.

9 indicates a lining which consists, prefer-
ably, of a sheet of paper folded upon itself
and designed to be placed within the envelop
and o eompletely correspond therewith in
size. As shown iIn the drawings, the end of
the back flap, which has been described as
having oppositely-inciined end edges, is fold-
ed over the upper edge of the lining and is
secured by the sealing-flap extending along
the front, and I shall therefore call this up-

per folded edge the ‘“‘inner sealing-flap” 10.

Ordinarily the portion of the seelmfr- ap ex-
tending upon the back of the envelop 18
opened or unsealed, and the sealing-flap ex-
tending upon the front of: the envelop 18 se-
cured by some adhesive material to the lin-
ing. It will now be apparent that the letter
or other missive may be inserted into the en-
velop between the layers of the lining, and
that the inner sealing-flap may then be folded
over the upper edge of sald lining beneath

| the sealing-flap above the serrated slit, and

the sealing-flap proper or that portion which
extends upon the back is then folded down

55

6o

70

75

30

9o

upon the envelop and sealed in the ordinary

manner, it being of course understood that
the inner flap 10 is folded into position and
sealed prior to the front flap.

The stamp 11 18 preferably placed over one
of the slit extensions and the device is ready
If desired, the inner sealing-

rial npon one or both sides, so as to cause it
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to adhere to the lining or to the front sealing-
Hap, or to both. Supposmn‘ now that a sur-
reptitious entry of the envelop is attempted,

the sealing-flap will in most cases be steamed
to soften the adhesive material along the ser-
rated edge. 'Thisoperation will serve to dis-
tort the serrations, and if the gum is not en-
tirely loosened will cause one or more of the
fragile points to be detached, thus leaving an
emdence of the attempt .‘ELt unsealing.
however, this operation is accomphshed, 16

will be Seen that the inside sealing-flap must

now be turned out and that in so doing the
finger must be inserted into the envelop or,
.’:Lthel between thefront sealing-flap and tho
inner sea,hno'-f' ap to be detached This op-
eration will serve to detach the front sealing-
flap, and after the serrafions have once been

disalined 1t will be found impossible to bring

them back to their proper relations, and, fur-
thermore, this attempt to release the inside
sealing-ﬂap will probably be accompanied by

the tearing of the thin strip of material which
connects the sealing-flap proper with the ma-
terial of theenvelop,and anyattemnt tosteam
the front flap will cause its distortion and
will not only in this manner evidence the
surreptitious entry, but will make the mate-
rial so fragile that the slightest attempt to

thereafter 1619386 the inside sealin o*—ﬂap will :
| slit to the upper edge of said envelop, and

be accompanied by the tearing of part of the
envelop.

IFrom the foregoing it will be noted that I
have devised an envelop of novel construc-
tion which renders surreptitious examination
of the contents impossible without detection,
and while the embodiment of my invention
illustrated and described appears at this

time to be preferable, I do not desire to limit
myself to the structural details, but reserve
the right to change, modify, or vary such de-
tails within the scope of my invention.

If,

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and dean e to secure by Letters

Patent, 18—
1. An envelop provided with an inner and

an outer sealing-flap folded in opposite direc-
tions, the said envelop having a slit for the

'pa,ssaﬂ*e of the inner flap, substantially as

specified.
2. An envelop provided with a slit in its

front, with an inner sealing-flap designed to
be secured to the inside of the envelop above
said slit, and with an outer sealing-flap, sub-

stantmlly as specified.
3. Anenvelop having a slit in its front, ex-

tending parallel to one edge and having ex-

tensions extending from the opposite ends of
the slit to the edge of the envelop, an inner
sealing-flap adapted to be secured to the in-
side of the envelop above the lower edge of

said slit, and an outer sealing-flap designed

to be secured to the back of the envelop, sub-
stantially as specified.

4. An envelop provided with a 11111_11':T and
with an inside sealing-flap designed to be
folded over the upper open edge of the lining
and to be inserted between the lining and the
front of the envelop, with a serrated slit ex-
tending parallel to the upper edge of the en-
velop and provided with terminal extensions
extending from the terminals of the serrated

with a sealing-flap designed to be folded down
upon the back of the envelop, substantially
as specified.

In testimony wheleaf I have signed this
specification in the presence of two qub%el 1h-
ing witnesses.

-~ ULYSSES SIMPSON GRANT BROBST.

YWitnesses: :
CHAS. K. RICHARDS,

GEORGE V. RHODES.
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