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_To a,Z7 whom ot maiy concern

Be it known that I, ELvIN IHENRY MORSE
of Colorado Springs, in the county of El Pa,so
and State of Colorado, have invented a new
and Improved Lock and Seal, of which the
following is a full, ¢lear, zmd e\a,ct descup—
tion.

This invention 1elates to Impmvements in
locks and seals therefor; and the objects are to

provide a simple and inexpensive self-sealing

bolt for use on ballot-boxes, hinged doors,

~lids, drawers, and the like which cannot be
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opened without first breaking the seal, to pro-
vide a simple construction to prevent the
picking of the bolt, to provide a seal for the
lock or bolt that cannot be counterfeited
without detection, and, further, to provide a
means of identification for the Seal, so that a
counterfelt may be readily detected.

I will describe a lock and seal embodying

- my invention and then point out the novel
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features in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this spemﬁca,tlon
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

IFFigure 1'is a sectional view of a portion of a
box, showing my invention asapplied thereto.
Fig. 2 1s & perspeetive view of the locking-
bolt.  FKig. 3isa perspective view of the bolt-
casing. I‘w 4 18 a front view of the keeper-
plate and seal and Fig. 5is a top view thereof.

Referring to the dmwmws 1 designates a
portion of a hinged lid fOI‘ a, box, 2 l;he rail or
jamb, and 3 the stop. Seated in an opening
formed in the rail or jamb 1s a bolt-casing 4,
provided near its outer end with an interior
annular shoulder 5. The end of the casing
extends somewhat beyond the surface of the

jamb for a purpose to be hel einafter de-
Scubed

Movable lonnltudmally in the casing 4 is
the locking-bolt 6, the reduced end of ’Wthh
projects through the opening in the outerend

of the casing, and the bolt is prevented from

moving too far outward by means of the an-
nular shoulder 7, formed thereon, engaging
with the shoulder 5. The bolt is held yield-
ingly outward by means of a coiled spring 8,

50 engaging at one end against the end wall of

the opening in the jamb and at the otherend |

| against the bolt.
Pportion of the bolt 1s made tllblﬂ&l and the
spring passes into the tubular p01 tion, the
wall of which serves to prevent lateral dis-
placement of the spring.

J

As hele shown, the inner

Movable into a recess 9, fdl ‘med in the edge

1 of the lid 1, is the keepel -plate 10, pmmded

with an 1{:’13@11111*0p 11 to receive the bolt. -At the
lower end, below the opening 11, the plate 10
1S beveled, as at 12, so that as the lid 1s closed
the beveled sur face en gaging against the end
of the bolt will forece the bolt back until the
Openmﬂ 11 comes in line with the bolt, when
the spring forees the bolt outward. The face
of the plate 10 is provided with a recess 13,

into which the projected end of the casing 4

may engage. 'IT'heobjectofl this construction
18 to prevent the introduction of a wire or
other instrument to pick the lock by fore-
ing the bolt back. It may be here stated that
the bolt 6 1s preferably made of a non-mag-
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netic metal, such as brass, so that it cannot -

be drawn out of the keeper by the aid of a
magnet.
At the outer end of the plate 10 and ex-

tended at right angles thereto is the seal-
plate 14, adapted-to engage against the outer

surface of the lid 1.- At the junection 15 of
the plates 10 and 14 the metal is preferably
made quite thin, so that the plates may be

‘broken apart at this point when it is desired

to open the lid. "The plate 14 may be broken
from the plate 10 by inserting a lever under-
neath the edge of the plate and prying it up-
ward. To famht.:bte the introduction of the
end of a lever, I may bevel the under edge of

the plate, as at 16.

In oper ation the combined keeper and seal
1s placed in connection with the lid, as plainly
shown in the drawings. Then by closing the

1 lid the bolt will be moved inward and then

outward into the opening 11.

- The- combined keeper-plate and seal may
be made of any suitable alloy known to and
registered by the manufacturers of the regis-
tered self-sealing lock, and as any seal or any
series of seals is made from a certain regis-
tered alloy it is possible to identify the same.
KEach keeper-plate is to be marked by micro-
scopic characters—such as numbers, letters,
or the like—formed in any desired manner to
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provide for the identification of each indi-
vidual seal.
““177 on the plate.

ITaving thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Tetlters
Patent—

1. A lock and seal, comprising a bolt, £,
keeper-plate for the bolt, and a seal-plate at-
tached to and adapted to be broken from the
keeper-plate before a door or lid, with which
the keeper 1s engaged, can be 0pened sub-
stantmlly as speelﬁed "

2. A lock and seal, comprising a spring-
pre%ed bolt, a keeper-plate adapted to be
loosely connected to a hinged lid or the like,

and a seal-plate extended at right anglesfrom
the keeper - plate and adapted to engage
against the outer surface of the lid or the hlshe
sub&t&ntmlly as specified.

3. Alock and seal, comprisinga bolt-casing

I have shown small numbers.
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seated in a rail or jamb, and having its outer
end projecied beyond the edge surface of the
rail or jamb, a keeper-plate having a recess
to receive said projected end of the casing, a
seal-plate on the keeper-plate, and a spring-

pressed Dbolt in the casing to engage in an

opening 1n the Leepel-plate, substantmlly a8
specified.

4. Alock and seal, comprising a bolt-casing
having an interior annular shoulder near its
outer end, a bolt in the casing and having a
shoulder to engage against the shoulder of
the casing, a spring for pressing the bolt out-
ward, a keeper-plate for the bolt, and a seal-

plate on the Lkeeper- plaLe, sub%fmtmlly as
specified.
| ELVIN HENRY MORSIL
Witnesses:

. A. HAYDEN,
W. R. MASON.
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