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SPECIFICATION forniing part of Letters Patent No., 607 ,258, dated July 12, 1898.
Applicetien filed Nevember 19,1897, Renewed J une 17, 1898, Serial No, 633,764. (No medel.)

To all whom ut VT COTCCTTL:

Be it known that I, LUTHER MATTHEWS, a
citizen of the United Stetee residing at Union
City, in the county of Obion and State of Ten-
nessee, have invented a certain new and use-
fulhnplovement in Ifence-1’osts, ol which the
following is a specification.

| lmve produced a metal-bound plasme post
wherein the binding forms a casing of angle-
plates for proteetin o the corners of the -ples_-

tic from being broken or chipped off and for

giving the post greater strength. Cross-ties
embedded 1n the plastic are fastened to the
angle-plates to hold them together and to the
plasti¢c body, and for this purpose the ties
may be wrapped around the corner-plates di-
agonally, or the ties may be fastened to lips
upset on the inner walls of the corner-plates,
in which case the lips are embedded in the
plastic and serve to lock the angle-plates to
the plastic body. The ties may be of wire or
of bands hooked to the inner wallsof the an-
gle-plates or fastened to their outer walls,

and such bands serve to give to the corner-

plates when set up the square form of the
post. The angle-plates may Dbe provided
with wire ties for fastening the line-wires to
the sides of the post. In these particulars
the accompanying drawingsillustrate the im-
provements, and in the c¢laims I will specif-
ically set out the said improvements.

Referring to the drawings, Kigure 1 shows
in vertieal section my improved metal-bound
plastic post, the section being taken diago-
nally through the corners to show the cross-
ties for theangle-platesembedded in the body
of the post.
the same. I'ig. 3 1s a vertical section show-
ing the top forming-band set within locking-
lips on the inner walls of the angle-plates.
KFig. 4 1s a horizontal section showing the
cross-ties fastened to inner wall-lips of the
angle-plates; and I'ig. 5 is a detail side view
of the post, showing the line-wire fastened to
the corner angle-plates.

The post may be made of any suitable plas-
tic material, such as concrete or asphaltum

mixed with animal or vegetable fiber molded |
into form with a metal binder, which is in-

closed within the mold, so that the operation

of molding the post binds and ties within the |

Fig. 2 1s a horizontal section of

| corner angle-plafes, the ties whereof are em-

bedded in the plastic, so that the plastic post

is formed and produced complete with its cor-

nersmetal-protected. Forthispurposelmake
a frame of cornerangle-plates 1 the length of
the post and hold them into form by square
bands 2 2 at the top and at the bottom of the
angle-plates. Forthispurposethe bandsmay
be soldered or otherwise secured to the outer
sides of the angle-plates, as at the top of the
post in Ifig. 1, or the bands may be seated
upon lips 3, upset on the inner walls of the
angle-plates, as at the bottom of the post in
SELId figure.
the Outel or on the inner 51des of the angle-

These bands, whether placed on

55

60

05

plates, give the square form to the corner-

plates when set up, so that they serve the
double purpose of giving the square form of
the post to the euule corners and of locking
them together in Sueh form.

Af pomte about eighteen inches apart be-
tween the for mmﬂ‘-bands the angle corner-
plates are tied Loeebhel by eross- tTes 4, pretf-
erably of wire wmpped around the engle—-
plates and twisted together diagonally across
the corners and thereby give a firm binding
hold of the angle-plates upon the corners of
the molded plastic body, as in Fig. 2. The
same effect is obtained by fastening the cross-
ties to lips 5, upset on the inner walls of the
angle-plates, as in Ifigs. 8 and 4, in which
case the upset lips are embedded in the plas-
tic body and serve thereby as locks securing
the angle-plates to the plastie, as in Ifig. 3.

The ties placed diagonally give a true set
to the angle-plates and str eng then the pleshe
body at its corners.

The line-wires 6 may be passed through

holes in the plastic body, asin Iig. 2, or they
may be fastened to a wooden strip 7 embedded
verticallyin the plastic at one side of the post,
as in said figure; but I prefer to fasten the
line-wires to the angle-plates by tie-wires S,
fixed in holes in said plates at one side of
the post, as in Figs. 4 and 5. In this case
the tie-wires would be looped in the holes at
the inner side of the plates, having the outer
ends of the wires free to be twisted around

theline-wires, so that when the molded metal-
| bound post is produced these ties will be se--
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cured to the plates by the plastie, so that
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their ends can be turned out and twisted
around the line-wires. It is evident that a
forming-band may be used around the outer
side of the post to finish off the top and pre-
vent the breaking of the corners, while an in-

terior band 9 may be seated in upset lips, so

that in twisting the diagonal cross-ties the
angle - plates may thereby be drawn tight
cwamst the forming-bands.

"As the upset; hpq stand upward, the form-
ing-bands seated upon them aci to draw the
:?Lngle-plates inward against the said bands
and hold them in proper relative positions,
while in placing the tie-wires they give a posi-
tive inward pull upon the angle- pl%tes, bind-
ing them upon the forming-—bﬂnds.

Metal-bound plastic posts may be made and
furnished the trade as articles of manufac-
ture and the metal binder-frame made of gal-
vanized sheet-iron or of other malleable metal

from which the lips may be upset, as stated,
and they may be of any suitable finish for the

purpose intended.

I claim—

1. A plastic molded fence-post, combined
with corner angle-plates and cross-ties con-
necting the an ﬁle plates and embedded in the
pla.stlc body.

2. A plastic molded fence-post combined
with angle corner-plates, bands for holding
the plates in form for the post and cross- _tio
wires conneeting the angle-plates and bind-

2 ) 607,258

| ing them upon the plastic body and the form-

In ﬂ‘-bﬂnds
3. Animproved pocst for wire fences formed

of a molded plastic body, corner angle bind-

ing-plates having ties for the line—wires, and

cross-ties binding the angle-plates together
and upon the corners of the molded post.

4. The combination with a plastie molded
fence-post, of corner angle-plates having in-
terior upset lips, Jformmﬁ'-bands seated upon

said lips, and cross- ties binding the angle-
plates together and embedded within the plaﬂ-
tic body.

5. As a new manufacture, a molded plastic
post for wire fences having corner angle-
plates, forming-bands and cross-ties holding
the angle-plates together wherein and to
which the plastic body is molded, and pro-
vided with means whereby to secure the line-
wires.

6. A plastic molded post for wil_*e fences,
combined with a metal binding-firame formed
of corner angle-plates having upset lips on
their inner walls and eross-tic wires fastened
to said lips.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto
sioned this specification in the presence of

wiltnesses. .
T.UTHER MATTITEWS.

Witnesses: _
M. A. BLANTON,
W. S, CRITTENDON.
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