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To all whomnv it may concern:

Beitknown that I, HENRY STRATE, a citizen
of the United States, and a resident of New
York, county and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Bootjacks, of which the following is
a full, clear, and exact specification, reference
bsmn' had to the accompanying drawings,
threm————

Figure 1 13 a pslspectivs view of my im-
proved bootjack; Kig. 2 2, & side view of one of
the boot-holders; Fig. 5, a side view at right

angle to Hig. 2. Figs. 4 and 5 are enlarged

detall views, a front and a side view, respec-
tively, of one top end of the boot-holder with
the foot-rests removed; Fig. 6, a front view,
and Kig. 7 a top view, of the spreader used in
connection with my improved bootjack.
olmilar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all views of the drawings.
My invention relates to dressing utensils;
and 1t consists of the hereinafter-described
apparatus for putting on and removing of
shoes. |
Cripples, stout people who cannot bend over

readily, and people of more advanced age,

whose limbs have lost their flexibility, expe-
rience greatdifficultiesin putting on of shoes.
The object of my invention is to provide
an apparatus whereby the employment of the
hands and also the necessity of bending over
by putting on of shoes are obviated. .
My improved bootjack consists of two boot-

holders A and A’, blocks Cand ', secured to
plate B, and of a “spreader” (shown in Figs.

" 6and 7) which I combine therewith. Blocks
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C and C', set at an angle to each other and

as far apart as the width of an ordinary shoe,
constitute a clamp into which the heel of the

shoe 18 wedged and held firmly therein while
the foot is withdrawn iromit. Holders A and
A’serve to suspend the shoe in suitable posi-
tion and to hold the sides of its opening apart
while the foot is inserted. Hach holder con-
stitutes a double-srmed rack, and to each of
its arms ¢ and ' is pivoted, by means of bolts
¢, an oscillating bracket 6. The heads of
brackets b are extended beyond the bores for
bolts ¢ and slotted, forming the two projec-
Springse, sot between the abutments

f and plonctlons d, resist swinging of the |
‘brackets b and stretch the opening of a shoe

necessary to have fwo boot-holders.

hung on pins ¢, thus allowing free access of
the foot into the shoe.

The spreader shown in Higs. 6 and 7 con-
sists of the bow ¢, provided on its ends with
pins 2 and slots /o and with a hook %, set in
the apex of the bow g and at a right angle
thereto, and serves to hold apart the opening
ot the shoe.

When in use, the spreader is attached to

the projecting pin z of the forward bracket

b'. The manner of suspending a shoe on the
shoe-holder is shown in Ifig. 2, the shoe and
the changed position of _ths brackets and the
position of the spreader being indicated in
dotted lines. Pins 2 of the spreader are in-
serted in the holes of the spring-fasteners, or
the stems of these fasteners may be inserted
in the slots i, provided on the ends of the
bow g. Shield/, made of leather or other suit-
able material, preferably fastened to it by in-

serting the hook % into a corresponding case

prmrlded on the shield /, serves for retaining
the flap of a lace-shoe from falling into the
shoe and also guards against the shppmﬂ' of
the toe during tlls process of dressing.

The suspension of the shoe upon the
spreader and brackets is such that when the
foot is inserted therein a slight sidewise mo-
tion with the foot will dlsenﬂ*sge it.

The bed-plate of myimproved bootjack does
not need to be secured to the floor, the clamp
and also the holders being so plsced thereon
as to make 1t necessary to step on 1t when
putting on or taking off the shoes. It is not
1t 1s,
however, more convenient. The ca,ps 7, Se-
cured on tops of the boot-holders ¢ and a,
serve as foot-rests when the shoe is laced or
buttoned or for other similar purposes.

I claim as my invention and desire to secure
by Letters Patent— .

1. A boot-holder comprising a two-armed

rack, outwardly-projecting abutments, one on
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each end of the rack; brackets having slotted

ends pivotally secur ed to the arms of ths rack,
and pins for removably attaching thereto of

shoes; and springs inserted between the pro- -

jecting abutments and the ends of the slotted
ends of the brackets.

2. A shoe-spreader, comprising a bow, a
flexible shield secured to the bow, means for
securing the ends of the bow to a shoe and a

100




10

)

hook integral with the bow and adapted for
attaching spreadel to the br ﬂckets of a boot-
holder.

3. Thecombination with a boot-hold er coms-
prising a two-armed rack, outwardly-project-
ing abutments one on each end of the rack,
swinging brackets one secured to each arm
of the rack and having slotted heads, springs
inserted between the projecting ends of the
slotted heads of the brackets, of a shoe-
spreader, comprising a bow, a flexible shield

606,947

secured to the bow, means for securing the
ends of bow to a shoe and means for .:Ltta,ch-
ing it to the bracket.

In witness that I claim the impr ovements
described in the foregoing specification I have

signed my name in the presence of two sub-

scribing witnesses.
HENRY STRATE.

VWitnhesses::
ROBERT VALENTINE BIATHEW‘S

HARRY CALHOUN.
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