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PAaTENT OFFICE,

FRANK LOWE, OF OKLAIIOMA, OXLAIIOMA TERRITORY.

AUTOMATIC CAN.

SPRECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 606,931, dated July 5, 1898.
‘Application filed June 21,1897, Serial No, 641,690, (No model.)

To all whont it mai; corneceri:
Be it known that I, FRANK LOWE, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Oklahoma,

in the county of Oklahoma, Oklahoma Ter-
ritory, have invented certain new and use-

ful Tmprovements in Automatic Cans; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact descriptionof theinvention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to

which it appertains to make and use the same. |

My invention relates toanimproved house-
hold oil-can for general domestic use; and the
objects are to provide a stock or supply can
of this class for conveniently filling the oil-
lamps in a safe and neat manner and also for
emptying the contents of the lamp back into
the can when desired for the purpose of clean-
ing the lamp. |

To these ends the novelty consists in the
construction, combination, and arrangement
of the parts of the same, as will be hereinat-
ter more fully desecribed, and particularly
pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings the same
reference characters indicate the same parts
of the invention. |

Figure 1 is a vertical section of a domestic
oil-can embodying my invention. Iig. 2 is
a9 transverse section on the line 3 3 of IFig. 1.

1 represents a ¢ylindrical can, which may
be of the usualoneor five gallon size, although
1 do not wish to be confined to any size, asit
is evident that the invention isapplicable to
any wholesale or retail can. |

5 representsa vertical tube extending along
the inner wall of the can, at one side thereof,
and having its lower open end extending to
within a short distance of the bottom of the
can, while its upper end extends through an
opening in the top 4 and through a cylin-
drical socket 5, surrounding said opening.

6 represents a gooseneck or spout formed
integrally with the tube, and 7 represents a
cork or rubber collar which encompasses the
tube and forms an air-tight joint between
the same and the socket 5. The tube may
be adjusted vertically by sliding it through
said collar. |

When in use, the spout 6 is projected over
the edge of the can, as shown, and when not
in use it may be swung around over the can,

as shown in dotted lines, so as to be swung |

. - - . - -
T ettt ] . .

| around over the top of the can and out of the

way. | |

S represents a screw-cap removably secured
to the top 4 of the can, and it is provided
with a cylindrical tapering socket 9, which
receives the correspondingly-shaped nipple
10 of the collapsible bulb 11, provided with a
valved inlet 12, and a similar valve is located
in the nipple 10. | .

15 represents the ordinary handle, hinged
in the ears 16 10, fixed to the top 4.

In using my improved can the end of the
spout G is inserted in the lamp and the bulb
11 compressed, so as to force the airin the
bulb into the can. The pressure of the airin
the can raises the oil through the tube 3 and
discharges it through the spout 6 into the

{ lamp, the bulb 11 being alternately com-

pressed and expanded until the required
amount of oil is discharged.

When it is desirable for any purpose to
empty a lamp of its oil, the spout 6 is inserted
in the lamp below the level of the oil and the
bulb compressed to establish communication
between the oil in the lamp and that in the

| can, and assuming that the level of .the oil in

the can is below that of the oil in the lamp
the well-known siphoning principle is estab-
lished and the entire contents of the lamp
will be returned to the can. Of course 16
will be understood that as soon as communi-
cation is established between the oil in the
lamp and that in the can the bulb is detached
from the socket 9, which also permits the es-

cape of the air, which is replaced by the o1l

from the lamp.

13 and 14 represent vertical parallel guide-
flanges fixed on the inner wall of the can to
support the tube 3 in a vertical position and
at the same time permit of the vertical and
lateral adjustment of itsspout. Theseflanges
arearranged to form a vertical V-shaped pas-
sage, through which the tube 8 extends, and
the free edges thereof serve as clamps, which
bear on opposite sides of and grip the tube.
The said tube is thereby held firmly against
acceidental turning under ordinary pressure
on the gooseneck 6, but may be turned or

withdrawn by foreibly twisting said goose-

neck laterally or drawing upwardly on the

same.
I am aware that it is old to expel oil from
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a can into a lamp by means of an air-com-
pressor and discharge-tube, and such I do not
claim; but, |

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and useful, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent of the United States,
18—

An otl-can having an opening in its top ad-
Jacent its edge, an integral socket 5 surround-
ing the same and a central opening sur-
rounded by a threaded collar, a screw-cap 8
engaging said ceollar and formed with an in-

tegral, upwardly-projecting socket 9, a col-

lapsible bulb 11 provided with a nipple 10 ad-
Jacent to fit in said socket, a discharge-tube
5 extending on the inner side of the can to
near the bottom thereof and projecting at its

upper end through said socket 5 and formed
with an elbow or gooseneck 6, a collar 7 on
the tube at the base of the gooseneck fitted
1n said socket 5,and angularly-disposed guide-
anges 15 14 secured to the inner wall of the
can and arranged to form a. V-shaped passage
through which the discharge-tube extends,
the free edges of said flanges being adapted
to clamp said tube between them, substan-
tially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses.

FRANK LOWE.

Witnesses:
JOHN MCELROY,
JOHN ZIMMERMANN.,

20
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