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To all whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, Erigam C. BOWDR &
citizen of the United States and a resident of
Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee and
State of W'lseonsm have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Cell-Cases;
and 1 do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact deser iption ther eof

My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in the construction of
cell-cases such as are used for packing eggs
and other small articles which it is deswable
to keep separate from each other; and it con-
s1sts In certain peculiarities of constructlon
as will be fully set for th hereinafter and Sub—-
sequently claimed. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of one of the strips of which my im-
proved case 1s composed, showing also in sec-
tion certain of the transverse strips 1n posi-
tion. Fig. 21isa detail perspective view illus-
trating the manner in which the crossed strips
are held and locked together.

- My present 1nvent1011 1s an 1mplovement
on the device patented to me July 21, 1891,
and numbered 456,353, and is a 51mpler and
stronger cell-case and one less liable to break
or separate 1n use than a case constructed in
accordance with my said prior patent.

Referring to the drawings, A B represent
the strips of which my case is formed. These
strips are made of strawboard or other suit-
able material, and each strip is formed with
a series of slots ¢ @ in one edge, arranged at
equal distances apart, and with other slots
b ¢ extending inward from the opposite edge
of the strip, adjacent to the ends thereof.
These several slots are preferably formed
with parallel straight walls for a certain dis-
tance inward, the strips A being flared or
notched, as shown at d d, at the edges and
the said slots starting from the narrow part
of said flaring notches_ and each wall of the
slot is continued on a rounded line beyond
theline of thesaid straight portions, asshown
by the convex wall e and concave wall £, the
wall e terminating in a rounded line forming
marked ¢ in the series of

intermediate slots and A in the end slots,
while the wall f terminates in a sharp hoolc
or projection marked 2 in the series of inter-
mediate slots and 71in the described end slots,

the bases of said hooks being on the longi-
tudinal central line of the strip. The inter-
mediate series of circular openings g g are
just below or beyond this longitudinal center
of thestrip A, measuring from the upperedge,
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and the circular openings /2 2 near the ends

of the strip are just above said center line,

measuring from the lower edge, in the posi-
tion of the strip A shown in Fig. 1. The

transverse strips B are cut precisely the same-

as the strips A, but are reversed in position
when the case 1s put together, as best shown
in Fig. 2, so that when the strips B are

'shpped to place the solid portions of said

strips beyond the slots will snugly fit between
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the straight walls of the slots ¢ of the strips

A, and the hools or projections ¢ of one se-
ries of strips will rest within the openings ¢
of the other series, and the bases of the said
hooks ¢ 2 of both series will rest firmly against
each other at right angles, and the rounded
convex parts e of the slot- walls of the strips
of one series will crowd against the solid part
of the strips of the other series. The outer
or end strips or binders are engaged together

in precisely the same way, except that the
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transverse outer strips are entered from the

opposite sides of the other strips, thereby
making a lock and preventing the accidental
separation of the two series of strips when
the cell-case is handled, as in lifting 1t from
a box or crate.

By this construction I do away entirely
with the series of independent perforations

shown in my said prior patent, hereinbefore
referred to, which proved a source of weak-

ness in handling the cell-cases, and obtain
just as positive a lock as before.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. Ina cell-case, aseries of strips, each hav-
ing an inter medlate series of slots extending
1nward from one edge to a line beyond the
longitudinal center of the strip, one wall of
smd slot projecting inward and forming ahook
with its base at the sald center line and-said
strips each having similar slots extending in-
ward from the opposite edge adjacent to each
end to a line beyond said longitudinal center
on the other side thereof, substantially as

' set forth.
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2. T'he herein-described cell-case, compris- |

ing a plurality of strips, each provided with
a series of slots in one of its edges and a slot
at each of itsends formed in its opposite edge,
each slot extending to a point just beyond the
longitudinal center of the strip and there ter-
minatinginanenlargedaperture,andone wall
of each slot extending inwardly in a rounded
convex line beyond the initial straight line of
the slot-wall, and the other wall of each slot
extending outwardly in a rounded concave
line and thence projecting inwardly, forming
a hook or projection with its base on-the 101:1—-
gitudinal central line of said strip,; and the
said strips being arranged in two series, dis-
posed transversely to each other, with the
hooks or projections of one series in the base-
apertures of the slots of the other series, the
bases of the two series of hooks or projections
beingin contact, at right angles to each other,
substantially as set forth. .

3. In a cell-case, the combination of a plu-
rality of strips, all of exactly the same con-
struction in all respects, said strips each hav-
ing an intermediate series of slots extending

inward from one longitudinal edge to a line

beyond the lonﬂltudmal center of the strip,
one wall of said slot projecting inward and

forming a hook with its base at the said cen-

ter line and said strips each having similar
slotsextending inward from the opposite edge
adjacent to each end to a line beyond said
longitudinal center on the other side thereof,
the b&ses of the hooks formed on the walls of
the said last-named end slots also extending
on the longitudinal central line of said strips,
in exact line with the bases of the hooks on
the walls of the said intermediate series of
slots, substantially as set forth.

4. In a cell-case, the combination of a plu-

-rality of strips, all of exactly the same con-

struction in all respects, said strips each hav-
ing an intermediate series of slots extending
inward from one longitudinal edge to a line
beyond the longitudinal center of the strip,

one wall of said slot projecting inward and

forming a hook with its base at the said cen-
ter line and said strips each having similar
slotsextending inward from the opposite edge
adjacent to each end to a line beyond said
longitudinal center on the other side thereof,

*md each slot starting from a flaring noteh, and |

with parallel straight edges to both 1ts W&HS

and one of said slot—walls thence ettendmn‘
inwardly in a rounded convex line beyond the
initial straight line of the slot-wall, and the
other wall of each slot extending outwardly
in arounded concave line, and thence project-
ing inwardly to form the described hook, said
stri ps being put together, in forming the case,
in two series, at right angles to each other,
whereby the solid portions of the strips of one
series beyond the slots will snugly fit between
the straight walls of the slots in the strips of
the other series, and the said rounded convex
parts of the slot-walls of the strips of one se-
ries will crowd against the solid parts of the
?tl ips of the other ser 1es, substantially as set

orth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand, at Mﬂwaukee,
in the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis-
consin, in the presence of two witnesses.

ELIJAII C. BOWER.

Witnesses:
. G. UNDERWOOD,
W. P. HAMMOND.
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