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Lo all whom tt may concern:
Be it known that we, LiSTON B. BASSETT

and ELMER K. CASTLE, citizens of the United

States, residing atb Nor wich, in the county of

Chenanwo and State of \Tew York, have in-

vented certain new and'usefullmprovements
in Sleeping-Cars; and we do declare the fol-
lowing to beafull, elear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked uhereon which form
a part of this specification. |

This invention relates to certain new and
usefulimprovements in sleeping-cars, and es-

pecially to the provision of an arrangement

whereby the lower section may be converted
intc a couch when the berths are not made up
to provide a seat between the oppositely-dis-
pesed seats of the section or may be readily

removed, if desired, forming the ordinary ar-

anﬂ-‘ement of seals in the sectwn

A further part of the invention resides in
the provision of a convertible or rolling hood
that acts as a covering to the upper berth and
at thesame time aetma' as a protection against
draft coming from the Ventﬂatm-wmdows n
the top of the car upon the person sleeping
in the upper berth, and by the adjustment of
the said hood the supply of air may be regu-
lated, taking out all the foul air which ac-
cummulates in the upper part of the said car.

A still further part of the invention resides
in the provision of means for holding the
hinged backs of the car-seats in a h0r1z0nta1__

position when they are arranged to form the

bed for the upper berth, in which construc-

tion trusses are held underneath the swing-
ing edges of the backs to hold them securely |

in a horlzoutal position.

Our invention will be more clearly under-
stood when taken in connection with the draw-
ings which form a part of this application, in
Whlch the details of construction will be fully
described, and speelﬁoally defined in the ap-
pended claims.

The invention 1s clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked Lheleon form a part
of this application, and in which drawings-— |

~and adapted to

berth made up and a portion of a section of
the sleeper, showing a berth folded forming a
seat. Fig.2isa detml view showing the hood

which shdes laterally under the roof of the

car. Fig. 3 1s a perspective view looking at
the under side of the berth, showing the man-
ner of supporting same.
perspective of one of the seats and slitted
cushionsheld thereto. Tig. disatopplan view

of two seats with conneotmﬂ' couch-cushion.

Reference being now had to the details of

~ Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a portion
of a sleeping-car, showing a section with the

95

Fin' 418 adetail in 6o

the drawings by letter, A A designate the 65

hinged backs of the lower-section seats, which

are pivoted at thelr upper ends to the section
swing-out into a horizontal
position, where they may be held when the up-
per berth is to be made up for a bottom to the
same. Underneath each of the said pivoted
backs are the eyes A’, into which the ends of
the trusses I3 are a,dapted to engage to form
a support for the swinging ends _of “the backs
when in a horizontal position. Directly over
the back of the seat C.is a cleat or projecting
portion D, and E is a hinged partition-section
which is hlnﬂ‘ed to the ﬁted portion K, which
hinged seetlons i1l up the entire space be-
tween the wall of
said hinged section is adapted to Eold back

unon the xed section when the berths are
closed up. Inordertomalke the section more
exclusive, the sliding board If is inserted in

ixed partitions and the upper end of the
back of the seats, the up per en d of the said
board traveling in & groove in the under edges

of the said sections, w 1101 eb*ﬁ' thﬂ hinged sec-

tion 1s held open.
Mounted between the cleats D secured 1o
the ceiling of the car, and on the uppm curved

margin of the ﬁted and hinged partitions E

and E’ is the rolling or Shdmu hood G, which
may be slid back undemeaﬂl the cm*ved roof

of the car or may be drawn forward, 8o as to

cut off any drafts of air which mlﬂht COMme
from the ventilating-windows upon the upper

berth. This hood also serves as a ventilator,

in that it may be s¢ adjosted as to cut off the
supply or allow the foul air to escape from.
the berths throngh the ventilatine-windows,
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the carand the aisle,-and the 8o

the space mtel vening between the said hinged 83
and
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This hood may have, if desired, a handle,
whereby it may be rolled back and forth con-
venlently.

The seats of the section are each mounted
on the side cleats I, and cushions H are pro-
vided, which are slitted at K" and have the
straps I? secured to the under side of the
seats, each seat having pivoted to its under
side a button M, which when a couech isto be
made up in the section is turned out to form
a support for the front edge of the couch-seat
N. This couch-seat has its ends supported
on the cross-pieces O, underneath the front
edges of the seats, and when the couch-seat
is adjusted in place one of the {laps of the
sald cushion covers the same, and the second

- flap of the cushion of each seatwill fall down

20

in the position illustrated in the drawings,

thus forming a cushion or couch which will

face the aisle of thecar. When it is desired
to remove-the couch-seat, it may be readily
done by turning back the buttons holding the
board on which the cushions rest and allow-
ing the flap to fall down, forming the front to
the seat, in which condition the sections are
of the nusnal male-up.

ITaving thus deseribed our invention, what
we c¢laim to be new, and desire to secure by
Letters PPatent, is— |

1. In a sleeping-car, the combination with |

the partitions dividing the sections, of a slid-
ing hood mounted on said partitions adapted
to form a cover to the outer portion of the
berth, as set forth.

2. In a sleeping-car, the combination with
the partitions dividing the car into sections,
each of the said partitions having a hinged
and fixed portion, and grooved on the lower
edges, and a board designed to slide in said
oroove to hold the sectional partition open,
and the sliding hood mounted on the upper
ends of the partitionsadapted to form a cover
for the exposed part of the berth, as set{orth.

3. In a sleeping-car the combination with
the seats of the section, the buttons secured
to the forward edges of each seat, the couch-
seat adapted to rest on said buttons, and
eleats supporting the seats, the cushions,each
of which is slitted, forming two flaps, one of
which is adapted to form a cushion for the
adjustable couch-seat, and the straps con-
necting the eushion to the under side of the
said seat, as shown and described.

In testimony whereof we afflix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

- LISTON B. BASSETT.
"ELMER E. CASTLE.
Witnesses:
II. A. DUNCAN,
G1ro. II. BALDWIN.
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