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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatl, CHARLES H. MERSEREAU,
a citizen of the United States, residing in Pat-
erson, county of Passaic, and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Folding Sample-Cases; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the art to

which it appertains to makeand use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and 130 letters of reference marked
thereon, which forma part of this specification.
My pr esent invention relates tofolding sam-
ple-cases, and is an improvement on the fold-
ing sample case covered by United States Let-
ters Patent No. 574,130, of December29, 1896.
The object of this invention is to prowde a
folding sample-case having a number of sepa-
rate but connected trays or compartments ar-
ranged in two series capable of being opened
or extended in opposite directions.
Theinvention consistsintheimproved fold-
ing sample-case combining two series of sepa-
rate but connected trays or compartments car-
ried by a base-comparitment of a size equal to
the size of the trays, substantially as will be
hereinafter more fully described, and finally

‘embodied in the clauses of the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in each of the several views,
Figure 1 represents a front elevation of my
improved folding sample-case, a portion of
the cover being broken away; Fig. 2, a front

elevation of the folding sample-case, the cover

having been removed and the two series of
com pmtments opened or extended and Kig.
3, a top plan view of Hig. 2, the left-hand Se-
ries being closed.

Tn said drawings, « represents the base, in

which is removablv arranged the tray or bot—
tom compartment b, supportmo* in & manner
hereinafter desenbed two semes of compart-
ments or trays ¢ d e and ¢’ d’ €', respectively,

- each of which trays or compar tments is equal

in size and dimensions to the bottom com-
partment 6. The compartments of the left-
hand series are pivotally connected between
each other and with the compartment b and

|

| linksorarms f and ¢, while the compartments

of the right-hand series are pivotally con-
nected between each other in a like manner
by means of links f"and ¢g'. Thelowermost 55
compartment ¢’ of the right-hand series is
connected by two parallel Tinks 7 and ¢ with
the bottom compartment 6 in a manner
clearly illustrated in the drawings, and if,
must be stated that the length of “said last- 60
mentioned links must be suoh that the said
lowermost compartment ¢’ clears the upper-
most compartment e of the left-hand series
when in a closed position. A suitable cover
m, provided with a handle n, can be placed 65 -
over said compartments (When closed) and
can be secured. to the'base a by locks o of any
sultable shape or construction.

By arranging two series of separate but
connected tr ays above each other a narrow 7o
sample-case is provided for which can be con-
veniently carried around, and as the height
of the same is no object t0 traveling salesmen
an 1ncreased number of trays can be easily
arranged in the said folding sample-case.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent, is—-

1. A folding sample-case consisting of a
base-compar tment and of two series of sepa- 8o

rate but pwotally-conneeted trays or com-
partments on said base-compartment and of

75

uniform size with the latter, links connecting

the lowermost comnartment of each series
with the base-compartment, and a cover re- 8s
movably connected with the base-compart-
ment substantially as fmd for the purposes
described.

2. A folding sample-case consisting of a
base- compartment two series of sepmate but go
connected compartments, of uniform size with
the base-compartment, ealmed by the latter
and pivotally connected therewith, and means
for pivotally connecting the senamate Com-
partments of each series substantmlly asand 95
f01 the purposes deseribed.

A folding sample-case consisting of a
base -compar tment twoseries of separ a,te COm-
partments of uniform size with said base-com-
partment and arranged on the latter—one 1co
above the other, means for pivotally connect-

on each side thereof by a series of parallel ing the sepamte compartments of each series,
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and means for pivotally connecting the lower-

most compartment of each series with the-
base-compartment, substantially as and for.

the purposes deseribed.

4. A folding sample-case consmtmw of a
base- compmtment two series of sepmate but
connected compartmentscarried by said base-
compartment and of uniform size with the
latter, means for pivotally connecting the

separate compartments of each series means
for pivotally connecting the lowermost com- |

partment of each series with the base-com-
partment, and a cover removably connected
with the base-compartment, substantially as
and for the purposes described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 12th day of
March, 1898.

CHARLES H. MERSEREAT.

Witnesses:

ALFRED GARTNER,
WILLIAM L. PLATT.
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