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FOLDING SAMPLE CASE.

( Application filed Oet. 19, 1547.)
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UNITED STATES

OFFICE,

PaTeENT

CHARLES II. MERSEREAU, OF PATERSON, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR TO TIHE

INVENTOR’S NOVEL TY MANUFACTURIN G COMPANY,

OF SAME PLACE.

FOLDING SAMPLE-CASE.

SPELECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 606,803, dated July 5, 1898.

Application filed October 19, 1897,

Serial No, 655,687, (No model.)

To all whom it may conceri:
Beitknownthat I, CHARLES H.MERSEREATU,
a, citizen of the United States, residing in Pat-
erson, county of Passaic, and State of New
¢ Jersey,have invented certain new and useful
-~ Improvements in Ifolding Sample-Cases; and
1 do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art

1o to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to letters of reference
marked thereon which form a part of thls
specificatlion.

15 Theobject of thisinvention is to provide a
folding sample case or box especially adapted
for the use of salesmen, which sample-case
can be quickly and 1"eadily opened and closed,
and when closed will occupy very little space

20 and can be conveniently carried around, and
when fully opened each and every section of
the sample-case will be completely exposed
1o view.

Theinvention consists in theimproved fold-

2t ing sample-case, combining a series of sepa-
rate but connected trays or compartments
and a sectional hinged or fulerumed cover
supporting with its inner upper edges (when
opened) the extended series of trays or com-

3o partments, and in the combination and ar-
rangement of the various parts, substantially
as will be hereinafter more fully described
and finally embodled in the clauses of the
claim,

35 In the accomp&nymﬂ' drawings, Figure 1
represents an end elevation of my improved
sample-case when closed; Fig. 2, a top plan
view of Fig. 1, the right- ha,nd sectmn of the
cover and the series of compartments on that

40 side being opened; and Kig, 3, an end eleva-
tion of my improved sample-case, illustrating .
the same in fully-opened position.

In said drawings, arepresents a hollow base
compartment or box adapted to receiveatray

45 O, supporting, in a manner hereinafter de-
seribed, two series of trays or compartments
¢ ccand d d d, respectively, the height of
each compartment being substantially equal
to the height of the tray 0, while ite area is

50 equal to one-hall of the area of the latter.
The compartments of each series are pivot- |

' éLlly connected between each other and with

the tray 6, and on each side thereof by a se-
ries ot parallel links or arms e e and f f, re-
spectively, in a manner shown 1n Kig. 3 and 55
as covered by United States Lettels Patent
No. 674,130, of December 29, 1896. IKor the
purpose of strengthening said link ¢onnec-
tions and the said trays or compartments
each of said compartmentsisprovided on each 6o
of its sides with a horizontal brace or strength-
ening-strip ¢ and /£, to which said links or
arms are pivotally secured by screws or rivets.
The cover 2 consists of two halves orsections
mn, hinged to or pivotally connected at their 6 5
lower outer edges, as at o and p, with the base
compartment or box « in such a manner that
when said sections m and n are fully opened

{ and the trays are extended one of said trays -

will rest upon the edge of its respective sec- 7o
tion of the cover and thus receive an addi-
tional support for the respective series of
trays, whereby tilting or upsetting of said
compartments or trays is fully avoided.

On the inner portions of the sectionsof the 75
cover ¢ are arranged the metallic frames g and
r, adapted to overlap each other when in
closed position, and to be held in said closed
position by catches or locks s s, hinged or
pivotally secured to the base.compartmentor 3o
box ¢ and adapted to engage pins or studs v,
arranged on one of said metalhc frames.

Anysuitable locks and catches arearranged
on the metalhe frames of the sections m and 7
of the cover ¢ for conveniently locking said 8y
sections in their closed position, while a han-
dle 7 is secured to one of said sections for con-
veniently carrying the sample-case, as will
be manifest. The locks s s also serve to
strengthen the case and to relieve the hinges go
of the sections of the cover from the greater
part of the strain exerted when the-sample-
case is being carried around.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is— 05

1. A folding Sample case 0011515131130' of a
base- compartment a tray in said: base -coMm-
partment, series of compartments carried by
said tray and pivotally connected with and
between each other, and a cover comprising 100
two sections or halves pivotally connected
with sald base-compartment, and adapted
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when opened to support with its inner up-
per edges their respective extended series of
compartments, substantially as and for the

purposes described. |

2. A folding sample-case consisting of a
base - compartment, a tray removably ar-
anged in said base-compartment, series of

compartments of uniform size but half the

area of the tray carried by said tray and on
each side of the center thereof and pivotally

connected therewith and between each other,

and a cover comprising two halves or sections
pivotally connected with the base-compart-
ment and adapted when opened to support
with its inner upper edges their respective
series of extended compartments, substan-
tially as and for the purposes described.

3. A folding sample-case consisting of a
base - compartment, a tray removably ar-
ranged in sald Dbase-compartment, series of
compariments carried by said tray and piv-
otally connected therewith and between each
other, a cover comprising two halves or sec-
tions pivotally connected with the base-com-

partment and adapted when opened to sup-

port with its inner upper edges their respec-
tive series of extended compartments, and a
cateh or lock carried by the base-compart-
ment and on each side thereof and adapted
to engage the said cover, substantially as and
for the purposes described. |
4. A folding sample-case consisting of a
base - compartment,

of separate compartments of uniform size,

| a tray removably ar- |
ranged in said base-compartment, two series

606,893

but of half the area of said tray, arranged on
said tray and on each side of the center there-
of and havingtheir lowermost compartments
pivotally connected therewith, means for piv-
otally connecting the separate compartments
of eachseries,and a cover pivotally connected
withthe base-compartment,and adapted when
opened to support with its inner upper edges
sald series of extended compartments, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes described.

5. A folding sample-case consisting of a
base - compartment, a tray removably ar-
ranged in said base-compartment, two series
of separate compartments of uniform size,
but of half the area of the tray, arranged on
sald tray and on each side of the center there-
of and having ifs lowermost compartments

pivotally connected therewith, means for piv-

otally connecting the separate compartments
of each series, a cover comprising two halves
or sections pivotally connected with the base-
compartment and adapted when opened to
support with its inner upper edeges their re-
spective series of extended compartments,

1 and a catch or lock carried by the base-com-

partment and on each side thereof and adapt-

ed to engage the said cover, substantially as

and for the purposes described. |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I

have hereunto set my hand this 16th day of 65

October, 1897. |
CIHARLES II. MERSEREATU.
Witnesses: --
WM. D. BrLL,
ILOUISE SNYDER.
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