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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LUTHER MATTHEWS, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Paris,
inthe county of Henry and State of Tennessee,
have invented a new and useful Improvement

in Post-Winders for Wire Fences, of which

the following is a specification.
I have produced an improved winding de-
vice for keeping taut the line-wires of wire

fences; and the improvement in such device
resides in the provision whereby the winding-.

pin is adapted to slide endwise in its bearing-
box, so that the wire will be wound only one

face to the hole in the post will be unchanged
in winding the wire.

The aecompanymﬂ' drawings show in Fig-

ure 1 a portion of a wire fenee and my im-

proved winder for tightening the line-wires.
Fig. 2 shows the post in a homzontal section
a,nd top view of the winder. FIig. 3 1s a ver-
tical cross-section of the same. Fig. 4 is a
like section showing the key for the wmdmn-

pin, and Iig. 5 shows the same in side view.
The posts 711 shown represent the end posts

of the field to which the line wires or runners
2 are secured and which -line-wires are pro-
vided with the usual vertical stay-wires 3.
Running along close to the line-wires are fel-

low wires orrunners of smaller size and which |

are connected to the end posts and wrapped
around the stay-wires as a means of prevent-
ing them from slipping upon the line-wires.

As these stay-anchoring wires are made the
subject of a separate application fora patent
filed by me of even date herewith, this inven-

tion need not be more partmularly described
‘herein.

The winderisa selt of box-casting 4, eecured
horizontally on the outer side of the post and
having progectmﬂ' ends 5, with coincident
bores fo receive a eyhndrlcel pin 6 in position
to connect with and wind the line-wire, which
is passed for this purpose through a hole 7

. in the post and through a hole 8 in the back

of the box and fdstened to the winder-pin.
The novelty of the.device resides in the

function of the winder-pin to wind the wire

one coil deep only, and for this purpose it is
adapted to be slid endwise in its bearings to
receive one thickness of the wire as itis being
wound thereon.

To allow this sliding move-

H

tudinal ribs 8" at or near one end, formmﬂ' a
sort of ratchetin the eylindrical surfaee, and
the box end has a vertical slot 9 at its upper

side, within which slot is pivoted a lock-act-
ing key 11, shaped or forked to engage like a

ratchet the ribs of the winding-pin to lock it
from turning and hold the wire stretched.
The key is retained in place bya pin 12, which

passes through a slot 13-in the key to allow it

to rise to disengage it from the winding-pin
when itis desired to wind the wire to tighten it.

The winder-pin 18 from three to six inches
long, and it is moved endwise in its bearings
as the wire ig wound upon it, so that the wire

‘never changes its relation to the wmdmﬂ*-sm-

face and the latter never changes its relation
to the hole in the box through which the wire
passes to the winder. The ratchet-ribs are

| formed ‘below the winding-surface and they

are long enough to allow the pin to be moved

edwise in wmdmw the wire, keeping the key

always in enﬂ‘aﬂ'ement with the ribs, which
may also form the winding-surface.

One end 14 of the wmdmﬂ'-pm is formed to
receive a winch whereby to turn the winder,

the enﬂ'agement of the key permitting sueh .

turning.
I claim as my 1mprmr ement—

1. Inapost-winder for wire fences, the com-
‘bination, of the line wires or runners and the
post, with a winding device consisting of a

box, a winding-pin mov&ble endwise in sald

box aud having longitudinal surface ribs, and
a key adapted to engage said ribs, whereby .

the said pin is free to be moved endwise to
wind the wire thereon one coil deep.

2. In a wire fence and in combination with
the line-wires and the winder-post, a bearing-

box, a winding-pin movable endwise therem |
and a gravity-acting key in smd box for en-

gaging and locking said pin in its winding
funetlon while at the same time it is free 130
be slid endwise in its bearings.

Intestimony whereof I have hereunto swned
this specification this 29th day of -J a,numy,
1898.

LUTHER MATTH_EWS;

In presenee Of
F. N. FISHER,
J. II. DUNLAP.
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