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Application filed July 16, 1897, Serial No. 644,814. (No model.) :

- To all whom it may corcern: S
Be it known that I Joun H. SI'\IMONS a,

citizen of the United .‘amtes, residing at War-

ren, in the county of Warren and State of
Pennsylvama, have invented new and useful
Improvementg in Folding Tables, of which

~ the following is a Spemﬁcatmn
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This 1nvent1on relates to folding tables,
and it consistsin features of constr uction and
novel combinations of parts, as her emaftel
described and claimed. -

In the annexed drawings,illustrating my
improvements, Figurelis a perspective of my
improved folding table, showing the arrange-
ment and manner of securing the legs when
the table is unfolded. Xig. 21s a longitudi-
nal section of the upper portion of the table.
Fig. 3 is asectional view of the tablein folded
position. Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail view
illustrating a modification in the form of the

- guide and attached spring-catch for securing
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the legs of the table in unfolded position.
Kig. 5 is an enlarged sectional view of a roller

_mounted on the round or bar that connects

the upper ends of a pair of folding legs.
The table-top (designated by the refer ence-
numeral 1) has preferably secured to its un-
dersidetoward one edgea pair of blocks, lugs,
or bearings 2, to whmh a-pair of legs 3 may
be hmﬂ'ed or pwoted -These legs 3 carry on

pivots p! another pair of legs 5, WhIGh are se--

eurely connected and braeed by a cross-bar
6 at the pomt of pivotal connection between
Asan additional means.

the two pairs of legs.
of bracing there may be provided brackets 7
in the an,n*les formed by the legs 5 and the
sald connecting cross-bar. At their upper
ends the legs 5 are connected by a round or
cross-bar 8, that is adapted toslide in a guide-

way provided between the under side of the

table-topand a guide-bar 9, the ends of which
are secured to the table- tOp, as shown.

In Figs. 1, 2, and 3 the round or bar 8 is
shown as ha,vmﬂ" a circumferential groove 10,
comespondmﬂ' with the width of the ﬂ*ulde-
bar 9 and engaged. with the edges of said

guide-bar, so that all lateral sway of the legs

Wlll be pr evented in folding or unfolding the

table. This construction also braces the ta-
ble-legs in such manner as to avoid any tor-
smnal strain on the pivots 4, whether the ta-

| flOIIl the one p031t1011 £0 the other.
“may be provided in the guide-bar 9 a longi-

the edges of said cuide-bar,
'lateml swaying of the 160*8 and avoid any

tions. -

tudinal slot 11, that aﬂ"mds a housing f01 a
spring-catch 12 one end of which is Secmed
to the under sufle of the said guide-bar.
free portion of this splmﬁ'—eateh 12 consti-
tutes a bend that projects upward through
the guide-bar slot 11'in such manner as to
bear against the round 8 when the table is
unfolded as in Figs. 1 and 2, and thus locks

the table- legs rig Ldly in unfolded position, so
as to form a firm support for the table-top.

‘When the unfolded legs are thus se¢ured, the
‘table can besafely lifted byitstop and moved

from place to place without slipping or dis-

“arrangement of the legs, as ig often the case

with foldmﬂ' tables.

In order to fold the table it is only neces-
sary to draw down the spring-cateh 12 by
catching hold of its end 13, thereby releas-
ing the 10und 8 from the loek:mn'-pl essure of
said catch, and then the legs 5 and 5 may be

moved to a position par allel with the table-

top, as shown in Fig. 3, the round 8 mean-
while sliding I'ealwmd a.lonﬂ‘ the guide-bar 9
and with the oroove 10 in enﬂ‘aﬂ‘ement with

30 as to obviate

tendency to twisting at the pivotal connec-
At one end of the guide-bar 9 there is
a spring-catch 14 to engage a lug or projec-
tion 15 on the cross- bar 6 when the table-
legs are folded together, thus holding the

table in secure and compaetly—folded pos1t10n
- for transportation and storage.

The round

There -

The
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or cross-bar 3 slides easily and freely along

the guide-bar 9 in folding and unfolding the
table, and by its en ﬂ'aﬂ'ement with said ﬂ‘mde—
bar the table-legs are most effectually b1 aced
and strain on “the pivots pr evented. DBy
means of the slot 11in the guide-bar 9 the
spring-catch 12 1s housed in such manner as
to protect it from injury and yet permit it to

exert the most effective locking actwn on the

round 8 when the table is unfolded

.90
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~ Instead of providing the guide- b&l 9 with -

a spring-cateh, such as 12, there may be._se-
cured to said guide-bar a splmn*-eatch 16, Kig.
4, consisting of a single piece of wire f01 med

into two coiled springs 17, having loop ends
| fastened to the guide-bar 9 by means of studs
ble is folded or unfolded or in adjusting it | 18 on its under side.

The two main arms of
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the springs projeet upward at the sides of

~the guide-bar 9 in position to exert locking-
pressure on the round '8, and the}? are. col-

nected in front by a cross-bar 19, that affords

a finger-hold for depressing the spring-catch

to release the round 8 when it is desired to
fold the table.

A voller 20, Ifig. 5, may be mounted in the
circumferential groove 10 of the round 8 to
diminish friction in running along the ouide-
bar 9, and the ends of this roller will be

provided with flanges 21, between which the

- euide-bar is engaged or received to prevent

lateral movement of the table-legs.  To fa-

cilitate mounting this roller 20, the round 8

~ may be formed in two parts, jointed together,

20.

g5

the table parts securely whether folded or un-
folded. T .
What I claim as my invention is—
~Inafolding table, the combination with the
table-top, of a pair of legs having hinged or

pivotal connection with the under side of the
table-top, another pair of legs pivotally at-

tached to the first-named pair of legs and con-

nected by a cross-bar at the said point of piv-

otal attachment and by a round at the upper
ends of said legs, a guide-har secured fo the

under side of the table-top, a roller mounted

on the said round and having flanged ends

engaged with the edges of said guide-bar to
preventlateral movementof thelegs, a spring-

~catch mounted on said guide-har to engage
-the round and lock the table in unfolded

position, and a spring-catch at one end of the

-sald gulde-bar to engage the eross-bar located

between the pivotal conneetion of the legs

. | , -and secure the folded table, substantially as
as in Fig. 5, after the roller is placed in posi- | '
ton.

- Thefastenings for the table-legs are simple, -
not liable to get out of order, and will hold

deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hercunto set

my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-

NESSES,

JOIIN II. STMMONS.
- Witnesses: o

O. 1L IIOLDRIDGE,
SUMNER E. ORR.
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