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To all whom Tt may conceri:

Be it known that I, FrRANK E. ' GOWEN of

- Norrie, in the county 'of Pitkin and State of

Io

20

impr Ovement

catting dewee

Colomdo, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Can-Openers, of which
the following is a. fall, clea:l and exact de-
seription.

The object of the invention is S to provide a
new and improved can-opener designed for
use in households, hotels, and other- places
and arranged for adjustment torender the de-
vice serviceable for conveniently and quickly
opening various-sized cans and without dan-
ger of the operator so1lmn' or. 111;]111*1130' the
hands

The 1nvent10n consists of certain parts and

details and combinations of the same, as will:

be fully described hereinafter and then pomt-
ed out in the claims.

.Reference is to be had to the accom panylnﬂ*
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1is a sectional side ﬂlevatlon of the
Kig, 2 is a plan view of the

same. Fig. 3 is an inverted plan view of the

' of the cutfer and Flﬂ* 5 18 a transverse sec-
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tion of the 1001{ for the cutter-adjusting de-

vice.

The improved can-opener is provided with

" a base A, formed on its top surface with a se-
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ries of eccentric annular recesses A’ for the
reception of the lower ends of cans B of va-
rious sizes to support the said cans on the

base A and to hold the same in proper pom—
tion thereon.
On the base A 18 eleoted a standard C,

formed on its rear edge with a number of re-

cesses C', adapted to form the fulerum- -points.
for a hand-lever D, having an opening D' for

loosely engaging the Standa,rd and forresting

the rear end of the lever in one of the re-

cesses, so as to bring the said lever directly
over the can, aceor dmn' to the height of the
latter. A spring K extends into the opening
D' topress against the front edge of the stand-

ard C, so as to hold the lever D normally in-
can, but to:
permit of depressing the lever for cutnmﬂ* the
top of the can, as heremaftel more fnlly de- |

a honzonta,l p081t1011 above the ¢

scribed.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view

| On the under side of the lever D is arran ged
‘a cutter ¥, made of spring-steel in the form
of aband and provided at the npper edge and
‘at or near the middle thereof with a lu

];11.‘r
engaging a recess in the hand-lever D to hold

| the cutter in place on the under side of the

said lever. On the lower edge of the cutter
F, directly opposite the lug I" is formed a
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pomt I#, from which eztend in oppomte direc-

tions the inclined edges F?, so that when the

lever D is foreced downward the point F* first

enters the top of the can, and upon further

pressure on the lever the cuttmﬂ' edges F? cut

‘the can-top in segmental shape it bemﬂ‘ un-
derstood that the cutter is formed as a seg-

ment the diameter of which corresponds £o

‘that of the can-top, as indicated in the draw-

ings.
Now in order to adjust the cutter I to cans

of various diameters I provide the outer or

free ends of the cutter with nupwardly-extend-
ing pins F* K3, extending through radial slots
D7 D>, formed in the widened p01t10n of the

lever D. The pins F* 5 are engaged by bell-
‘crank levers G G/, respectively fulerumed at
‘G? (P on the lever D and pivotally connected

by links HH', réspectively, with a hand-lever
I extending across the lever D and fuler nmed

.on one sme thereof _at I', as is plainly indi-
cated in Fig. 2.
‘moving the hand-lever I in the direction of

Now it Wﬂl be seen that by

the arrow ¢’ a swinging motion is given to the
bell-crank levers G G" by the links H H', so
that the pins F* F’are moved outwardin the

__*SlOtS D? D® to open up the cutter to a larger
‘diameter, according to the size of the can un-

det tr eatment

On the hand-lever I is arranged a tooth J,
fitted to slide in a suitable guideway 1* and
pressed on by a spring J’' to engage one of a
series of notches D4, formed in one edﬂ*e of the

lever D.- The notches D*? are plaeed such a

distance apart as to indicate the diameter of
the cutter F when the hand-lever 1 engages
Wlt]l its tooth J the corresponding noteh
Now it is evident that by the arrangement
described the adjusting device for the cutter
T can be readily manipulated by the operator
swinging the leverl into the desired position
to open up the cutter to the size of the diame-
‘ter of the can under treatment. ‘When this

| has been done the opemtm mmply presses
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the lever D downward so as to engage, first,
the point If* with the top of the can to form
an opening therein, and then, upon further
pressure, to cut the top of the can in seg-
mental form by the cutting edges F3, A lon-
gitudinally-extending prong If% is formed on
the cutter It, hetween the lug T and the point
I7, the said prong extending inwardly to pass
under the edge of the cut portion of the top,
so that uponmoving thelever D upward after
the cutting is finished the said prong will 1ift
the cut portion of the top into an open posi-
tion.

It will be seen that the deviee is very sim-
ple and durable in construction, is not liable
to get out of order, and permits the operator
to convenlently and quickly adjust the cutter
to various-sized eans.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
I claim asnew and desire to seceure by Letters
PPatent—

1. Acan-opener,provided with ahand-lever
formed with slots, a flexible cutter fastened
between its ends to said lever and having its
free ends provided with pins arranged to move
in sald slots, and operating-levers connected
with said pins, as set forth.

2. A can-opener, provided with a lever
formed with slots, a flexible cutter secured
between its ends to said lever, bell-erank le-
vers connected through said slots with the
free ends of said cutter, and a lever for oper-
ating said bell-crank levers, as set forth.

3. Acan-opencr,provided with ahand-lever
D formed with radial slots, a flexible cutter
inthe form of a band secured between its ends

to the under side of said lever and having its

ends formed with upwardly-extending pins
adapted to move in said slots, a bell-crank
lever secured to each pin, and a lever I piv-
oted to the lever D and connected with said
bell-erank levers, as and for the purpose set
forth.

. Acan-openerprovided withahand-lever,

606,805

a {lexible cutter secured to said lever, levers

~connected with the ends of said cutter to move

the same, and means for movine said last-
named levers siimultaneously, as set forth.

5. A can-opener,consisting of a base formed
with a plurality of concentrie circles all in
the same horizontal plane, a standard on said
base and provided with a plurality of recesses
on one of its side edges, and a hand-lever
carrying the cutter, said lever heing formed
with an opening by which it is rececived on
sald standard to rest in any one of said re-
cesses, and a spring secured to said lever and
extending in said opening, said spring being
adapted to press against the side of said stand-
ard opposite the recessed side, as sct forth.

6. Acan-openerprovided with a hand-lIever
formed with slots, a flexible cutter secured
between its ends to the under side of said le-
ver, bell-erank levers pivoted to the upper
side of the first-named lever and connected
through said slots with the free ends of said
cutter, and a lever I also pivoted to the first-
named lever and conneeted with said bell-
crank levers, said lever I heing provided with
a spring-pressed tooth and the first-named
lever being formed with a sceries of notches
to receive said tooth and hold the lever I in
adjusted position, as set forth.

7. In a can-opener, the combination with
the standard and its base, of the hand-lever
connected with said standard and adjustable
at 1its point of connection to and from said
base, a f{lexible cutter secured between its
ends to said hand-lever and having its ends
free to move to and from cach other, and le-
vers mounted upon said hand-lever for ad-
Justing the said ends and locking them in ad-
justed position, as set forth.

FRANIKK . GOWIN.
Withesses:

W. A POLKINGHORN,
CITARLES II. BDATLEY.
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