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o all whom tt may concern:
Be 1t known that I, ALDEN BIGGS Jr.

citizen of the. United Sbates residing &t \Vest-'

hampton, in the county of Suﬁolk a,nd State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Impr ovements in Baskets, of which the
following is.a full and complete Spemﬁcatlon
such as will enable those skilled in the art to
whichitappertains tomake and usethe same.
Thisinvention relates to baskets of the kind
which are subjected to unusually heavy work;

and the object is to provide a cheap stronn'_

basket which is. adapted for heavy rough
work—such as handling oysters, ¢lams, 8&¢.—
and in which provision is made for the drain-
age of water and sediment therefrom.

The invention consists of a basket con-
structed substantially as hereinafter de-
scribed, and defined in the claims.

The mventmn 18 fully disclosed in the £ol-
lowing specification, of which the accom-

- panying drawings form a part, in which_ the
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separate parts of my improvement are desig-
nated by the same letters of reference in each
of the views, and in which—

Ifigure 1 is an elevation of the impr oved
basket Fig.2 is a bottom view thereof, and
Fig. 3 is a pelspectwe view of a detail.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a |

basket constructed, preferably, of strong

wicker-ware or a strong band of flexible wood

bent into the form of a spiral. Suitable
braces o' are secured to the body portion of
sald basket and preferably fastened therefo
by means of strong lacing ¢? of any desired
material suitable for the purpose. Aboutthe
upper edge of the body portion of the basket

is secured a reinforcing-rim ¢® which may be
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of wood or metal, as desu'ed

Upon a suitable portion of the body of
the basket, preferably midway between the
braces, 18 secured a combined brace and
handle portlon B, which 1s secured to the
basket in any d.esued manner, but prefer-
ably by means of lacing, as above described.
The brace B is formed by bending a strip of
wood or wicker-ware ata point on eitherside
of the center thereof, forming upwardly-pro-
jeeting extensions b, which project a suitable

~distance above the upper rim of the basket. |

The strip B is again bent at its upper por-

tion to form suitable handles, and is then car- |

| of which are composed of

ried downwardly to a point near the bottom

of the basket, forming supplemental bracesd’.
By this construction it will be seen that the

handle is integral with the brace portion

which extends beneath and upon both sides

of the basket, thus obviating a common de-
fectin basketsof this kind in whieh the han-
dle is liable to become detached from the
basket when subjected to rough usage.
reason of the spiral construction a suitable
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space is formed between each convolution of

the spiral, thus affording perfect ventilation

and unimpeded exit for W&ter sediment, and

the like.

Having fully descubed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent—

1. A basket, the body portion and bottom
a spirally-wound
strip of suitable material, said basket being
also provided at the top thereof with a rein-
forcing annular strip, and side braces which
are secured thereto, and which extend down-
wardly and across the bottom, said braces
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being connected with the spiral coils of which

the body and bottom are formed, substan-
tially as shown and described.

2. A basket, the body portlon and bottom
of whmh_ are eomposed of a spirally-wound
strip of suitable material, said basket being
also provided at the top thereof with a rein-
forcing annular band orstrip, and said basket
being prowded with braces which are passed
across the bottom and up the sides thereof,
said braces being connected with the splml

| coils of which the body and bottom are com-

posed, and with the annular reinforcing strip
or band at the top thereof, and one of sald
braces at the opposite sides being projected
upwardly to form handles, and bent down-
wardly and secured to the spiral coils which
form the body of the basket, Subbtantmllv as
shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foreﬂ‘omﬂ' as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the subsoribing witnesses, this 14th
day of February, 1898. |

ALDEN BIGGS, J=.

Witnesses:
K11As P, TUTTLE,
CHAS. H. OVERTON.
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