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Apphcetmn filed Aprﬂ 18, 1898 Serlel No, 678 074,

(No model.)

To all whom it may concerm: :

Be it known that I JAMES H. SPRAGUE, a
citizen of the United Statee residing at Nor-
walk, in the county of Huron and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Sup-
port for Wagon or Buggy Tops, of whwh the
following is a specification.

My mventmn relates to 1mprovements in
means for supporting wagon or buggy Lops on
the seats of the vehicles; and the primary ob-

~ject that 1 have in view is to overcome one

of the serious objections heretofore encoun-

“tered in fitting a given-sized top to seats of

20

varying sizes, thus obviating the necessity.

tor the manufacture and use of dif
tops to fit the seats of corresponding sizes.

In my invention 1 provide a carriage-sup-.

port which is adapted fo any size of buggy or

wagon seat to support a top of a given size
as an ex-

in proper relation to the seat, and

- emplification of the invention I may mention
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that a’ thirty-eight-inch buggy-top may be
used on seats which are -thirty-four inches,

thirty-six inches, thirty-eight inches, forty

inches, or forty—two inches wide, and the im-
pr oved seat-support is eonstructed to hold the
top firmly and rigidly to its pla,ee on the seat,.
while at the same time it permits of the tllt—h

ing adjustment. of .the top to raise or lower

the same, as may be desired by the oceupant-

of the vehicle..

A further: ob;lect of the 1nvent1on is to pro-
vide an adjustable bow iron or plate which is
constructed to embrace the middle bow to
make & firm joint or union thereof and which
also provides for pivotal ‘attachment of the
outside bows to said ad Jtlstable bow iron or
plate.

With these ends in view the mventlon con-

sists in the novel combination of elements
and in the construction and arrangement of

parts, 'which will be heremafter fully de-.

seribed and claimed.

- To enable others to Iindersta,nd the mven-'

tlon I have illustrated the preferred embodi-
ment thereof in the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, and in
Wthh-—-—-

Figure 1 18 a perspective view of a buw -

top apphed to a seat and supported thereon.

by devices constructed in accordance with my
invention. FKig. 218 a side elevation looking

trating the top- suppmt in edﬂ'e view.

suitable intervalstherein.

in the angular lugs 5.

' at the _irnside of one side of theseat and show-
ing the improved support. Iig. 3 1s a trans-
verse sectional view through the seat, illus-
Kig. 4
is a vertical section 13]11011‘0‘11 the 1mpr0ved

support on the plane indicated by the dotted.
line 4 4 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 is a detail perspec-
tive view of one supporting iron or bracket.

Fig. 6 is a. like view of the &d;]ustable bridge,

and Fig. 7 is a similar view of the ad;]ustable
bow iron or plate. |

- Likenumerals of reference denote 11Le and
corresponding parts in each of the several

figures of the drawings.
‘erent-sized |

The generic featme of my invention con-
sists of & bracket or brackets ‘adapted to be
fastened to a side of a vehicle-seat, in combi-
nation with a bow-supporting bridge adapted
to be fastened at different points to the
bracket or brackets, whereby the top of a

given size may be ueed in. connection with

Se&ts of varying sizes. . In the preferred em-

metal with a flat shank 3 and a eurved arm
4, the outer extremity of which arm has an
I]*D‘lll&l depending lug 5. Each bracket or
plate is provided wﬂzh serew-holes 6 in the
shank 3 thereof, while the curved arm of the
bracket has a series of holes 7 formed at
In the depending
angular lug 5 of each bracket is formed a
transverse opening 38, which is on a plane be-
low certain of the apeltmes 7 in the arm 4.
- In applying the support to one side of a

| vehlele seat the brackets 1 and 2 are adjusted
in parallel positions and at proper distances
from each other to receive the bridge 14, and
‘the shanks 3 of said brackets bear against

the inside face of the seat. Said brackets

are secured firmly in place to the seat by
screws or ‘their equivalents 13, which pass
through the holes 6 in the shanks, and the
outer ends of the bracket-arms are braced
and strengthened by the employment of a
bolt 9, which passes through the openings 3
The headed end of the
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‘bodiment as 1epresented by the drawings I 75
provide a pair of supporting brackets or
plates 1 and 2 for the attachment of the bow-
supporting bridge, which is clamped to and
‘between said.brackets to be held thereby in
a fixed position in relation to the seat. KEach
-‘bracket or pla,te is cast in a single piece of
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. bolt bears against the lug of one bracket. Its | gral with said iron or plate 23. When the

- threaded end receivesanutll,whichis turned |
up against the lug of the other bracket, and
between thelugs of the two brackets is inter-
posed a clamping-sleeve (12, which is fitted

~looscely on the bolt and bears against the in-

- ner opposing faces of said lugs 5 of the two
brackets. Irom the foregoing description, |

- taken in connection with the drawings, it will

10

- seat outside thereof, and the extremities of |

be seen that the brackets are securely fas- |
tened to the seat, so as to have the curved.

arms thereof overhang or project from the

the brackets are joined together by a tie bolt

15 or rod the strain of which is opposed by the

sleeve 12, arranged between the pairof brack-

~etsand held in place by the tie-bolt.
-~ The Dbow of the top is connected with the

~openings of the pair of brackets. To pro- |
vide for the ready attachment of the trans- |

- bolt and are rigidly fastened to the seat the
bridge 1418 clamped securely in place between |
~the brackets to steadily support the carriage-

30

pair of supporting-brackets by a transverse
bridge 14, which may be fitted in coincident

verse bridge to the brackets, said bridge is

formed at its ends with the lugs 15, adapted |
to fit in two openings of the brackets, and as |

the brackets are drawn together by the tie-

bow and the top on the seat.

The bridge 14 is cast in a single piece of

~metal with a circular plate or disk 16, which

as
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1s formed with a segmental flange 17, that |

extends part way around the edge of the disk.

T'he segmental flange is offset on one side of

the disk to form a rest 18 for the middle bow-
plate when the top is lowered, and the other
end of said flange 17 is provided with or ter-
minates in a lug 19, which forms a stop for
the bow-plate when the top is lowered. At
the lower edge of the circular plate or disk
its segmental flange 17 is fashioned to pro-
vide a vertical slot 20, which is in the plane
of the vertical axis of the disk, and on the
opposite side of the disk from the socket is
provided a locking aperture or slot 22, the
disk being provided midway between the
socket 20 and slot 22 with the central axial
opening 21.

Thebowisattached tothe transverse bridge
14 through the medium of an elongated iron
or plate 23, which is constructed to embrace
the bow, so as to make a firm joint therewith.
This iron or plate 23 is provided at its edges
with ribs 24, forming a seat 25 for the lower
end of the middle bow formiug a part of the
top, and said elongated iron or plate 23 is
farther provided with lugs 26, which are
made Integral with said plate at the upper
end thereof and extend laterally from oppo-
site sides of the seat 25. At its lower end
the bow iron or plate 23 is extended to form
a locking-tenon 27, which when the bow is
1n a vertical position fits into the socket 20

of the disk-bridge, and said iron or plate 23

18 further provided with an elongated slot 28

and a locking-stud 29, the latter being infe- |

iron or plate is adjusted on the disk for its

locking-stem 27 to enter the socket 20, one

edge of said plate abuts against a stop-shoul-

~der 29" on the disk, its slot 28 is eoincident
~with the central aperture 21 of said disk, and

the stud 29 enters the slot 22 in the disk.
The bow iron or plate is held securely in this

position by a bolt 30, which passes through

the slot 28 and the aperture 21 for its head
ol to bear against the plate 23, and the thread-
ed end of said bolt receives a clamping nut
or wheel 32, that binds against the outside of

the disk 16, forming a part of the bridge 14.

The middle bow 33 of the top is fitted in the
seat 25 of the elongated plate or iron 23 and

the parts are secured firmly together by bolts
or screws 54, which pass through the middle
-bow . and the iron or plate.  The side bows 35

of the top are pivotally attached, as at 36, to
the ears 26 of the plate or iron 23, and said

side bows are braced in the ordinary way by

the links 37.
In applying my improved support to a4 ve-

hicle-seat the bridge has its Iugs fitted to the -

coincident openings in the pair of brackets.
merews are passed through the shanks of said
brackets and the tie-bolt is adjusted to draw

the brackets together, whereby the brackets
are firmly attached to the scat, and they are

braced by the bow, so as to be held from
spreading and supportthe bridge 14 securely
and firmly on the seat. The middle how is

rigidly attached tothe adjustable ironor plate -
| 23, and the side bows are pivoted to the lugs

26 of said plate. To apply a top to the sup-
port, the bowironor plateisassembled in such
relation to the disk of the bridge that the
tenon 27 fits 1n the socket 20. The locking-
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stud 29 enters the aperture or slot 22, and

the slot 25 1s coincident with the central open-
ing 21 of the disk, after which the bolt is
passed through the opening 21 and the slot
28, and the hand-wheel is screwed to the bolt
to draw the bow-plate firmly against the disk
of the bridge. The described connection be-
tween the bow and the bridge permits the top
to be lowered simply by releasing the nut on
hand-wheel sufficiently for the plate or iron
2o to be lifted and have its ITug 29 and stem
27 free from engagement with the socket and
slot of the disk, after which the tenon may
turn within the segmental flange when the
top is lowered until the end of the tenon abuts
against the shoulder or lug 19 and the plate
or iron 23 rests on the seat 18, The top may
thus be lowered out of the way of the driver,
and when desired said top is adapted to be

ralsed and locked securely in its elevated po-

sition.

- T attach especial importance to the employ-
ment of the brackets adapted to be fastened
to the seat and the bridge supported in the
desired position on said brackets. Vehicle-

tops as heretofore ordinarily constructed em-
ploy irons with single openings, which were
fixed to the seat, so that it was necessary to
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have the top the exact size of -the seat.
construction of the seat enables a top of a

oiven size to be supported on different sizes

of seats, and by using one or two sizes of
brackets the merchant is able to accommo-
date his customer by giving him the size of
top without respect to the size of theseat, and

- Vvice versa.
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I am aware that changes in the form and
proportion of parts and in the details of con-
struction may be made by a skilled mechanic
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing the advantages of this invention, and I
therefore reserve the right to make such modi-
fications as clearly fall w1thm the scope of the
invention.

Having thus desenbed the invention, what

Iclaim is— «

1. A vehicle - top support ‘consisting of a
pair of brackets each cast in a smn'le piece
with an attaching-shank and provided with
perforated arms, a transverse bow-supporting
bridee adapted to be fitted in either of the
openings in said brackets, and a clamping-
bolt whichunites the free ends of the bracket-
arms and sustains a sleeve which 18 fitted
between said brackets, substantially as de-

- ser ibed.
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2. A means for supporting a carrlaﬂ*e -bow
on seats of different widths comprising a pair
of brackets, a transverse bridge-piece which
spans the space between said brackets and
clamped to the same for adjustment toward
or from the free ends of the brackets, and a
bow-supporting device attached to said trans-

verse bridge, substantially as described.
3. A means for supporting a carriage-bow |
on seats of different widths comprlsmﬂ' a pair |

My |

of brackets to be fastened in parallel relation
to each other on the end of a carriage-seat, a
transverse bridge arranged to span the space
between the brackets and having its ends se-

cured adjustably to the same for permitting
| said bridge to assume either of several posi-

tions relative to the seat, and a bow-attach-
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ing plate clamped to sald bridge for adjust-

ment thereon in a plane at right angles to the
adjustment of the bridge 1tself substantmlly
as deseribed.

4, The eombmatlon of a pair of fixed brack-
ets adapted toproject outwardly from a seat, a
bridge spanning the space between the brack-
ets to which said bridge is secured for adjust-
ment laterally with respect to a seat and pro-

vided, at a point intermediate of its length,

with the disk, and a bow-supporting plate piv-
oted tothe diskat right angles to the axis of the
bridge, and means for adjustably clamping
said plate to the disk of the bridge, substan-
tially as described.

5. The combination with braukets, of a hori-
zontal bridge adjustably clamped to said
brackets and having its flanged disk formed
with .a vertical soeket and a horlzontal stop-
lug, a slatted bow-supporting plate having a
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stem adapted to fit the socket or against said |

stop-lug, and: a clamping-bolt which adjust-
ably fastensthe platetothe disk of said bridge,
substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the f01eﬂ'omg as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES II. SPRAGUE

Witnesses:

0. W. WILLIAMS,
H. H. GALLUP.
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