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Beit known thatI, FREEMAN K. OLMSTEAD,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Denver, in the county of Arapahoe
and State of Colorado, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Keyhole-
Guards; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
ventlon such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying dr awings, and t0 the figures of refer-
ence marked thereon which form a part of
this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
keyhole-guards, my object being to close the
keyhole of the door to prevent the insertion
of a key from the outside by a person evilly
disposed or unauthorized so to do.

My improved device.is adapted for use with
doors equipped with common locks having
keys consisting of stems eircular in cross-sec-
tion and having flat blades or projections in
which are formed wards adapted to fit the
lock mechanism. Itiswell known thatlocks
of this character are very insecure and quite

easily picked or unlocked. As before stated,
my improvementisfor the purpose of protect—

ing locks of this class; and to this end it con-
sists of the features hereinafter deseribed and
claimed, all of which will be fully understood
by reference totheaccompanying drawings,in
which is illustrated an embodiment thereof.

-In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a section

taken through a door equipped with my im-
proved device. IKig. 2 is a view of the door
from the inside. Flﬂ* 3 18 a perspective view
of the device shown in detail.
Similarreference characters indicating cor-
responding parts in the views, let the nu-
meral 5 designate the body of the device, con-
sisting of a small lock-casing in which 18 in-
serted a stem 6, having a projection 6*, formed
at its outer extremity and extending at right
angles to the stem. 'This stem and its pro-

jection are adapted to enter the keyhole 7

and pass entnely through the door. When
the device is thus apphed the projection 6°
protrudes from the keyhole on the inside of
the door.
in the posmon shown in dotted lines in Iig.
1. It is then given a half-turn, causing it 50

When first inserted, the device is

| purpose.

| oceupy the position shown in full linesin Fig.

1, in which case the projection 6* extends
above the top of the keyhole and forms a stop
against the withdrawal of the device from
the door until it is again turned to the posi-
tion of original insertion. -

To prevent the turning of the dewce afterit
is applied to the door, the casing 5 is equipped
with suitable lock meehamsm hzwmn a bolt 9
adapted to be thrown into the keyhole, (see
Fig. 1,) said bolt being of such shape and di-
mensions as to prevent the turning of the de-
vice when the said bolt is in th1s position.
The lock mechanism of the device may be as
complicated as desired. It should be a lock
not easily picked or opened, except by a per-
son holding the key. "As shown in the draw-
ings, the casing 5 is equipped with a cylin-
der-lock having a flat key. The stem 6 and
its projection 6* are so shaped as to enter and

pass through any ordinary keyhole of the

character described. The stem 6 is screwed
into the casing 5, whereby its length may be
oxtended or adjusted to fit doors of varying
thickness. To the threaded portion of the
stem is applied a lock-nut 10,which is screwed

| down against the casing when the stem is
-.-pmperly adjusted. This nut prevents the
‘stem from turning in the casing when the de-
vice 18 1n use. |

Before inserting the stem 6 in the keyhole

-the stem is tumed in the threaded openingin
| the case 5 until its protruding portion is of a

length corresponding with the thickness of
tho door and so adjusted that the parts 5 and

6% occupy the relative positions shown in Figs. .

1 and 3. The lock-nut 10 is then screwed

tightly against the case, whereby the stem is

ptevented from turning mdependently of the

. case.

The manner of using my improved keyhole-
guard will now be explamed assuming that
the user of the device is about to leave his
house after having bolted on the inside all
the outside doors of the house except the one
through which he makeshisexit. Afterlock-

ing this last-named door he removes the key
and inserts the stem 6 of the device 11111311 the
,pmt 6° protrudes from the keyhole on the in-
‘side of the door, the length of the same hav-
ing been pr operly adj usted 1o aecomphsh this
‘The device is then in the position
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shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1.
turned while the stem is in the keyhole to the
pocsitiou shown in full lines in Ifig. 1, thus
causing the part 6* of the stem to form a stop
agmnst the Wﬂhdlmx al of the stem from the
keyhole. The key 12 is then inserted in the
lock of the casing 5 and turned to throw the
bolt 9 into the Lev]mle thus preventing the
turning of the device until the bolt is with-
draywn from the keyhole.

It will thus be seen that this dewce affords
an efiicient guard against access to the key-
holes of outside doors.

ITaving thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

In a keyhole-guard, the combination of a
lock, a stem adjustable thercon, means for se-

curing the stem rigidly on the 10(3]1 case, the

said stem havi ing a projection at its frec ex-

It is then

tremity adapted when the stem is properly
turned 1n the keyhole to prevent its with-
drawal, the lock being provided with a mov-
able Dolt adapted to enter the keyhole and
prevent the turning of the stem, the parts be-
ing so arranged that when the projection on
the stem 1S {Ldapted to enter the keyhole, the
bolt of the lock is out of line therewith, hut
when the bolt is in line with the Leyhole the
sald projection is out of line therewith, and
suitable means for actuatinge the said bolt for
the purpose set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

FREEMAN K. OLMSTEAD.

Witnesses:
Istrax IRR. IIOWZE,
A. J. ODBRIEN.

20

25

30




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

