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. To all whom it may CONCETTL:

| Monmouth in the county of Middlesex and-

Beit known that I, GERHARD BAU‘V_[ANN of

State of New Jersey,have invented anew and
Improved Tmee-HoIder of which the follow-

‘ing is a full, clear, and exa,et description.

ThlS mventmn relates to harness-tr ace hold-
ers; and the object is to provide a trace-holder

of compmatwely simple construction and

10

having spring-pressed jaws so shaped that a

- them in either d1reet1011 without first manu-

20

embodymﬂ‘ my invention.
- ~zontal section, thereof.

:ally forcing the Jaws inward.

1 will deserlbe ‘trace-holder embodymw

‘my invention and theu point.out the nov el
features in the appended claims. . |
Reference is to be had to the acecom pﬂII} ing

dr awings, forming a partof this %peclﬁc&tmn

~ in whmh snmlal cha,ractels of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the views.
Figure 1 is a plan view of a trace- holder
Fig. 2 is a hori-

- right annles Lo I‘]o" ? and Fig. 4 1&, an edge

“ fletree 2.
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view. |
The trace- holder eompllses a metal socket

1 designed to engage over the end of a whif-

The outel portion 3 of the socket

is reduced in thickness, and between this re-

duced portion and the. inner portion of the
- socket is a partition 32, that will bear against
~ the end of the Whlfﬂetl ee and prevent the en-

trance of moisture to the end of the whiffle-
tree, which would have a tendency to rot it.

"The reduced portion 3 is of box-like construe-
tion, open at its outer end and also open for

a short distance at its front and rear edges.
Pivoted within the reduced outer end of the

' portion 3 are jaws 4 5, the free ends of which

40

- 7. The jaws are held yieldingly in a diver-

are slightly curved, as at 6, and inward of the

curved ends the outer surfaces of the jaws are
Inclined at an acute an gle to the socket, as at

- gent position by means of a spring S, which

is wholly inclosed within the box- 11ke end of

the socket and therefore protected from mois-
ture and dirt.

Owing to the eurved ends 6 it is obvmus

" that the jaws will be forced inward or toward.

50

each other as a trace is slipped over them,
and also that they will be moved toward each
other when the trace is drawn off; but the

ends will have sufﬁclent projection when the

Fw 318 a sectmn at

-trace may be with slight force slipped over |

‘adapted to engage over the end of a whiffl

—

| JELW_S are in their locking position to prevent

the trace from accidentally slipping oft.
Having thus described my invention, I

Patent—

1. Atrace-holder compusmg&meta,l socket
e_
tree, the outer portmn of the said socket be-
ing ﬂattened and reduced in thickness, a par-
tition between the reduced portion and the
inner portion of the socket, the said partition
being adapted to bear aﬂamst the end of the
whif Lemee the sald 1educed portion of the
socket bemﬂ‘ of box-like construction and
having a slot or opening at its outer end and
also at its front and rear edges, jaws pivoted

at their inner ends within the reduced por-
tion of the socket and adjacent to the said
p&rtltlon the outer or free ends of said jaws
‘beingcurved and normally projected through

55

claim as new and desire to secure by Lettelnl

60
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the slots or openings in the front and the

rear of the said reduced portion of the socket,
the outer surfaces of the said jaws inward of |

the curved ends being inclined at an acute

angle to the socket When the Jaws are in the

dwerﬂ‘eut position, and a spring inclosed
Wlthm the box-like end of the socket and en-
caging the jaws to hold them in the normal
position, substantially as specified. |

2. A trace-holder, comprising a socket hzw-

ingits outer portlon reduced in thickness and

having a slot or opening extending through
the end and through a portion of the front

75

So

and rear wall of the reduced portion, a par- |
tition formed between the reduced portion

and the inner or main portion of the socket,

‘diverging jaws pivoted at their inner ends

within the said reduced portion adjacent to

Qo

the said partition, the outer or free ends of -
the saild jaws be_ing ‘normally projected

through the slots or openings at the front and

the rear, and a spring for holding the jaws in
the normal position, the said spring having a
coiled body portion arranged between the

Jjaws at the rear and arms extendmﬂ* along
the inner surface of said jaws to a pomt near
| their front ends, qubs‘rantmlly as shown and
“described.

GERHARD BAUMANN.

Witnesses: |
- WILLIAM W. EMENS
- OORBIT S. LUKER.
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