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Io all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux F. GRAI\T a, citi-
zen of the United States and a 1e81dent of
Lynn, in the county of Essex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Lasts, of which
the following, taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings, is a specification.

The object of my mventlen 18 to produce a
lest so that a shoe can be easily placed thereon
or removed therefrom in such manner that
the shank will not be bent or broken, thus
avoiding the shoes béing injured and else Sav-
ing tlme and Iabor. |

The invention consists in the censtluetlon |

and combination of parts substantially as
hereinafter described and claimed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
IFigure 1 1ep1esent<.; a side view of a last em-
bedymn my- invention. Fig. 2 is a similar
view of alast embodying my mventlon when
pintle, the dotted lines showing
the fore part of the last pressed down for ap-
plying or removing a shoe. Fig. 3 is an end
view of the fore pelt of the lest having a
flaring tenon.
end ef the rear or heel portion of the last,
showing the mortise with receding sides 11:1130
which the tenon fits.

A represents the fore part, and B the rear
or heel portion, of a last, the lest being di-
vided tlensvelsely on the line a o/, the Por-

heel portions will abut properly ton'ether

To the convex portion at the rear of the
fore part of the last is secured a flaring tenon
C, and in the concave face of the rear or heel
portion of the last is let in a piece D, having
a mortise with receding sides, so that when
the two portions are placed teﬂether one is
free to slide upon the other in an arc ef a

In the fore part Aa hole is for med, in which
18 fitted a bolt E, that is held extended by a
spiral or other Splll]ﬂ‘ F. (Shown in dotted
lines in Iig. 1.) The object of this bolt is to

lock the for e and heel portions together when

in the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and
also to allow said fore part £ be depressed
as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2, when said
bolt Eis pressed in so that its end rests upen

Ilig. 4 is a view of the inner

=

‘the last in place.

| the face of the p1eee D, as mdleated in dotted

lines in Fig. 2.

- In order that one part shall net be acei-

dentally disconected from the other, I prefer
to employ a round-headed screw G to hold

the upper end of the convex piece Cin place.

| Thus the travel of the parts is limited and

they cannot be separated.

With a last thus constructed when placed.

on a spindle H, as shown in Fig. 2, and it is
desired to plaee a shoe thereon the bolt K is
deplessed and the fore part bent down, as
shown in dotted lines.
pleeed on the fore part, and saidpart, with the
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The shoe is then

shoe, is raised, the heel portion of the shoe _

being easily g ulded over the heel portion B

of the last, and when in place the bolt E

springs out and retains the two portions of
When it is desired to re-
move the shoe from the last, the bolt K is

‘pressed in and the fore portion of the last de-

pressed, which operation draws the heel por-
tion of the shoe off the heel of the last. Then
the shoe can be easily slipped off the fore por-
tion. Thus all bend of the.shoe is obviated,
and the shank is not bent or injured in eny
way. - -

-What I claim is—

1. A last divided transversely into a fore

. and heel portion by being cut between the

heeland shank portion on an angle for a short

distance and then on an are of a elrele so that

the two parts will fit together, the ann‘ulm
portion being toward the rear from the curved
portion and Tor ming a stop, a circular flaring
tenon secured to the circular portion of the

fore part and a circular mortise with receding
sides secured to the circular part of the heel'

portion and adapted to fit onto said tenon on

‘the fore part, whereby the fore and heel por-

tions are held in close contact but so that the
fore portion is free to be depr essed substfm—
tially as set forth. |

2. A last consisting of a fele part the rear

‘of which is cut on an ancrle at the rear of the

shank for a short dlstanee and then on an arc
of a circle and a heel portion cut to corre-
spond and fit thereon the angular portion be-
ing toward the rear from the curved portion

and the two parts being held together by a

dovetall joint whereby the f01we1 d peltlon
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can be bent down to place a shoe upon orre- | so as to pass within the heel portion so that
move a shoe from the last and when raised | the fore part of the last can be pressed down
the angular parts will come together and form | substantially as set forth.
a stop substantially as set forth. | | In testimony whereof 1 have signed my 15
& 3. Incombination withalast divided trans- | name fo this specification, in the presence of

verselyintoa fore and heel portion connected | two subseribing witnesses, on this 9th day of
together by means of a dovetail joint, a spring | June, A. D. 1897, o
locking-bolt attached to the rear of the fore | | JOIIN I¥, GRANT.
portion and projecting below the edge of the Witnesses: .

10 heel portion to hold the two portions in the CALEB . BWAN,
closed position but capable of being depressed | EDWIN PLANTA.
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