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To all whom it may concermn:
Beitknown that I, JosErH H. PILKINGTO\T

| a citizen of the Umted States, residing Ebt
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- Fig. 2, arearviewof mynovel claspdetached;
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so with the locking-lever, and then inward at

ferred.
Jection be provided with a vertical slot 4, the

Waterbury, in the county of New IIaven and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Impr ovements in Clasps; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the iven t10n
such as will enable others skilled in the art to

whichitappertains to make and use the same.’

My invention has for its object to provide
a simple and inexpensive clasp adapted for
general use—as, forexample, toattach an eye-
nlass holder or a pencil-holder to a vest, to
attaeh a trousers-button o a garment, or to

attach a stocking-supporterto a corset, or any

of the various uses to which clasps. of this
typeareordinarily applied. Withthese ends
1n view I have devised the simple and novel
clasp of which the following description, in
connection with the acecompanying drawings,
is a specification, numbers being used to des-
ignate the several parts. -

Figure 1 shows the application of my novel
cl&sp in connection with an eyeglass-holder,
the latter being in position on the garment;

Ifig. 3, a side elevation also showing its ap-
plication to an eyeglass-holder; Fig. 4, a simi-
lar view showing its application to a trousers-
button; and ].:!10' 5 is a front elevation, and
Fig. G 2 plan view showing its appheatwn to
a pencll holder.

1 denotes the front plate, and 2
plate, of my novel clasp.

the back

- 3 denotes a projection lying transversely.

across the back plate. This projection may
be made by simply curving the metal of the
back plate outward, as shown in the draw-
ings, or a piece of metal may be attached to
the back plate to form the projection, if pre-
It 1s simply essential that this pro-

purpose of which will presently be explained.
At the lower end of the back plate is pivoted
a locking-lever 5, which is provided with lock-
ing-prongs 6. The peculiar feature of these
locking-prongs is that they extend upward
from the pivotal point substantially parallel

‘essary to apply suf

| right anglestothe locking-lever, the result be-

ing that in placing the clasp in position on a
garment the locking-prongs are wholly out of

the wayand that in locking the ¢lasp in posi-

tion the movement of the prongs in entering
the material of the garment is inward and
downward in an arc of a cirele, so that the
prongs arecertain to engage the material of the
garmentand insuchaway thatitisimpossible
to release the clasp until the locking-lever is
turned backward out of the way to Araw the
prongs out of the garment. Ihaveshown the
locking—lever and the prongs made of a sin-
gle piece of metal, which may be either sheet
metal or wire, and the lower end of the back
plate as p10V1ded with eyes 7, formed from
the metal of the plate, the loekmo* lever en-

gaging and turning freely in these eyes. .1t
will be noticed in Tig. 2 that the locking-le-
ver consists of two arms, which in practice

are spring-arms and which may be sprung

into slot 4 when the locking-prongs are forced
into the material of a garment, Lheleby lock-
ing the clasp to the garment and also retain-
ing the lockin ﬂ‘-level in the locking position,
SO that in mdel to release the clasp it 1s nec-
icient power to overcome
the resiliency of the spring-arms before the
locking-lever can be turned backward.

- A denotes a garment to which my novel

clasp isshown as applied to carry an eyeglass-
holder 8§, which in the presentinstance 1s sim- .
1 ply a hook swiveled to the back plate.

0 (seel'ig.4) denotesa trousers-button which

| is riveted to the back plate, and 10 (see Figs.
5 and 6) denotes a pencil-holder which is sim-

ply a plate of metal curved to proper shape
and eitherriveted orpivoted tothe back plate.
Having thus® descubed my mventlon |

claim—

1. A clasp conmsﬁmw of a front plate and a
back plate, a pm,]eetwn on the back plate
having a vertical slot, and a spring locking-
lever pivoted to the back plate and lying

within said vertical slot when in locked posi--
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tion, said spring-lever having locking-prongs .

which extend upward par allel with the lock-
ing-lever and then inward so that the action
of the prongs In engaging a gmment is in an
arc of a euele |
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2. A clasp provided with a front and back | plate having a slot into which said spring-

plate between which the material to be en- | arms fall and are locked. ~ 10
caged by sald clasp is held, a locking-lever In testimony whereof I affix my signature
pivoted to said back plate and lying parallel | in presence of two witnesses.

g therewith when in locked position, said lock- JOSEPII IH. PILKINGTON,
ing-leverhaving prongs which span said plate | - Witnesses: S |
and engage the material, spring-arms carried CASIMIR II. DRONSON,
by said lever, and a projection on said back | FRANK I.. SMITH.
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