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1o all whomn at LY COTLCETIL:

Be it known that I THEODORE BB FLOYD,
of Syracuse, in the eounty of Onondaﬂ‘a in
the State of New York, have mvented new

5 and useful Im 1provem ents in Ofﬁce-RepOl ters,
of which the following, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, is a full
clear, and exact descupmon

This invention relates to the class of devices

1o employed chiefly in offices for the purpose of

announcing to customers or clients the time

when the proprietor expects to be present.
The object of my present invention is to
provide a neat, compact, simple, and con-
15 venient office- 1ep0rtel for the aforesaid pur-

pose, and which shall be provided with a re-

ceptacle for messages and with a convenient

shelf upon which £0 Wi ite said.messages ; and

to that end the invention consists in the im-
20 proved construction ot the office-reporter, as
hereinafter fully descubed and set forth in
- the elaims.
In the annexed drawings, Figurelisa f1 ont
view of an office-repor tel embodymn'_my 1n-
25 vention.
tion on line X X in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 18 a trans-
verse sectional view showing the groove and
spring for restoring the display-roller to its
normal position, and Kig. 4 1s a view of the
30 pivotal support of the display-roller. -
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.
a represents the back plate of the office-

reporter, which p]ate is preferably formed of

35 wood.
b denotes the front plate which is plefer-
~ably formed of glass, the main portion of
which is made .opaque by either printing a
dark color on the back thereof or by pasting
20 on said back a dark sheet of paper. This
front plate is provided with a plumhty of
elongated transverse panelsccc cand ¢’ and
sm‘ﬂl circular, or approximately circular,
panels d d d, all of which panels are transpal -

45 ent.

plate, as shown ate e, with a space f between

them, which space is closed with strips 2 7,
attached to the edges of the plates.

- Anumberof the | panels, suchas ccc¢ ¢, may

50 be designed fo display a permanent notice, |

Iig. 2 18 a vertical transverse sec-

This front plate is fastened to the back

and in that case said notice may be elther
painted on the back of the front plate or ap-
plied thereto by pasting thereon a strip of
paper containing the notice. |

The panel ¢’ is. designed to expose inter- 55
changeable notices, and for this purpose I

| prefer to employ a roller R of suitable polyg-

onal shape in cross-section, having on its dif-
ferent faces the desired diifferent notices.
This roller is provided at its ends with trun- 6o

‘nions?, which ride in groovesz, formed in the

ver thELl strips v and mehned toward the front
plate, as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings.
One of said grooves e‘itends through the stup
h, and the trunnion passes through said 0j
groove and is provided on its protruding end
Wlth a suitable handle or thumb-piece 4, by
which to turn the roller R, so as to cause it
to present different notices thr ough the panel
¢', as may be desired. Said grooves serveto 7o
eause the roller to drop by D‘la;Vlty into its
nermal position contiguous to the front plate

| after said roller has been turned as aforesaid.

To further insure said action of the roller, I
employ suitable springs [, attached either to 75
the vertical strips /v or to the back plate and
bearing on the tops of the trunnion ¢. .

In proum1ty to each of the circular panels
d I pivot to the front plate b a disk d' in
such a position as to cause the marginal por- 8o
tion thereof to traverse the panel by turning
the disk. One of said disks has marked on
its face a plurality of different numbers rep-

‘resenting minutes of an hour, another of said

disks has marked on it figures representing 8s

-different hours, and the otherdisk has marked
onit “A.NM.,” “M.,”and‘“P. M.” Thepivot-

pin of each disk has attached toits outer end

a suitable handle or knob or thumb-piece,

by which to turn the disk to expose the de-
sired mark through the panel d.

C represents a case which projects from
the front of the lower portion of the back
plate ¢ and is provided with a suitable door
or lid = to afford access to the interior of said
case. Thislid I prefer to incline to the front
to serve as a shelf upon which to write mes-
sages designed to be left in the office. A slot
o is made in said lid to permit the messages
to be deposited in the case C.
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To the top of the shelf 7z is fastened a elasp
7 or other suitable holder for a pad of paper
upon which to write the messages.

What I claim as my invention is—.

1. The combination of a back plate, an
opaque front plate provided with a plarality
of transparent panels and secured tosaid back
plate with a space bebtween them, strips at-
tached to the edges of said plates and closing
the aforesald space, display devices in said
space and disposed interchangeably opposite
one of the transparent panels, and display-
disks pivoted to the front plate and arranged
to traverse some of the aforesaid transparent
panels, as set forth. |

2. The combination of a back plate, an
opaque front plate provided with a plurality
of transparent elongated transverse panels
and circeular, or approximately circular pan-
els, and secured to the bacl plate with a space
between them, strips attached tothe edges of

sald plates and closing said space and pro-

- vided in the vertical strips with grooves in-
clined toward the front plate, a display-roller
polygonal-shaped in cross-section and pro-

vided on its ends with trunnions riding in

the aforesaid grooves, a handle on the pro-

trading end of one of said trunnions for turn-
ing said roller, a spring holding said trun-
nions. normally in the lower ends of the

grooves, display-disks pivoted to the front

plate and traversing the circular panels, a
case projecting from the front of the lower
portion of the aforesaid back plate and pro-

vided with a slot in its top and with a door

to alford access to the interior of the case,
substantially as described and shown. |
In testimony whereof I have hereunto
signed my name this 26th day of February,
1897. 0

THEODORE B. FLOYD. |1.s.]
Wilnesses: | -

J. J. JLAASS,

IM. 3. SMiTH.
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