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To all whony if 7?2@?/ COTLCET T

of Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and

State of New Jersey, have invented a new
and Improved Violin or Mandolin Cithern,

of which the following is a full, dem', and e*{—
act description. -

My invention relates to mthems and has
for its object to provide an instr ument of this
class which is similar to a.violin in that it is

played with a bow and to a mandolin in that
the strings are picked and sounded repeat--

edly in qulek suecession.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a construction whereby half-tones may
be readily obtained.

The means whereby I attain said objects
will be fully deseubed hereinafter, and the
novelfeatures of theinstrument will be point-
ed out in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this specification,
In Whlch similar char acters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1is a plan of the improved cithern.
Fig. 2 is a partial longitudinal section there-
of on line 2 2 of 1‘10* 1. Fig. 3 is a similar
section with the par ts in a different position.
Irig. 4 is a cross-section on line 4 4 of IMig. 2,
:;md Ifig. 5 18 a perspective view of the bow
employed in playing my impr oved msu Uu-
ment.

1he body A of theinstrumentis of any suit-

able shape, being substantially like that of
an ordinary (ﬂtheln

carethesound-holes; b,the parallel strings;

¢, the wrist-pins, to whlch one end of the
Stlllﬁl“‘S is attached and which serve for tun-
ing Lhe strings. d are the pins for securing

the other ends of the strings, and e f are the
ﬂ'ement with the strings

bridges,which by eng
detel mine the 1enﬂ‘th of the vibrating portion
thereof.

Between the budﬂ'es e and f are mmnwed
two bridges I and C, respectively, one of
which only B, 18 1101111&11}? engaged by the
strings 0. Under each string is auanﬂed a,
movable damper D, consisting, 13»1@f61&1}1jyj of
two damping pads or cushions D', secured to

50 a lever E, extending lonmtudmaﬂy of the

| | strings.
Beitknown thatl, ALEXANDER W A SCINSKI,

o

All the levers are pivoted upon a
transverse shaft I'. IKach lever has its inde-
pendent spring & for normally pressing the
damper D into engagement with the corre-
sponding string. Tn 01(161 thatthe performer
may eonvemently operate the dampers, each
lever E carries between the bridges B C an
upwardly-extending arm-E’, terminating in

55

a button or presser K? located above the

string. For a purpose presently to be stated
the button 18 so arranged that if pressed
down a su ficient d1stanoe it will engage the
corresponding string. For the sake of con-
venience the arm E m may be constructed as a

loop or yoke, as shown.

Substantially in vertical alinement with the
two sets of damping-cushions D' transverse
parallel bow-guides I are secured to the body
A, the stungs b passing under said guides.
These guides are adapted to receive between
them the bow, Fig. 5, which consists of a suit-
able back or body I and a bow proper, I'.
The latter is made of a strip of soft rubber

or other suitable material and is provided at

its -longitudinal free operative edge with a

series of teeth I,

‘The instrument 1S plaved Wlth ‘Lhe bow,
whichin passing between the guidesIIover the

strings b will sound the latter in quick succes- -

siomn, ploducmn a mandolin effect with those
strmgs that are not engaged by the dam-
pers D. The bow will of course engage all the
strings; but those in contact with the dam-
pers will remain mute. The performer there-

fTore presses down the buttons I correspond-

ing to the strings he wishes to sound, thereby

Temoving the dampels D from enﬂawement

with the said strings, so that the 1&131361 are
free to vibrate, 1“1@ 3. By pressing the but-
ton E* down until it engages the string the
latter may be forced into engagement Wlth

the bridge C, thereby 1edu(31110 the length of

the vibratin g part of the stlinﬂ In such a pro-
portion as to raise the pitch by a half-tone.
As soon as the performer releases the button
E* the spring G will force the damper back
against the corresponding string.

It will be obvious that the d&mper& might
engage the strings from above instead of from
below without affecting the manner of play-
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ing the instrument.
cations may be made within the scope of the
appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Tottors
Patent—

1. Astringed musical instrument, provided
with a bow-n uide extending lell%‘f%lb@l‘}?‘ of
the strings on one side ther e{)f movable dam-
pers 1‘101111&11}7 engaging the ,Stlmﬁs on the
other side, and means for removing the dam-
pers from the strings, %ubutmnmlly as de-
sceribed.

2. Astringed musical insfrument, provided
with spaced bow-guides extending trans-
versely of the strings on one side thereof,
movable dampers arranged on the other side
of the strings and having spaced damping-
cushions mnormally engaging the strings at
points substantially registering with the bhow-
guides, and means for removing the dampers
from the strings, substantially as deseribed.

5. Astringed musical instrument, provided
with a blldne normaily engaging the strings,
another 1}11dne normally Oub of engagene i

Yarious other modifi- |

therewlith, dampers normally engaging the
strings, pressers arvanged between the two
bridges and each adapted to engage a string
to foree 1t against the last-named bridge, and
an operative connection between the presser
and the corresponding damper whereby the
Iatter will be removed from the string before
Lhe presser engages the same, substantially
s (lescribed.
| —ﬂL. Astringed musical instrument, provided
with a bridge normally engaging the strings,
another brulﬁe normally out {:}L eng ‘“L“G]]l(‘l’lb
with the Stlmﬂaj dampers immmlly engay-
ing the sirings, spring-levers carrying said
dampers, and pressers carried by said levers
and each adapted to engage a string to foree
it against the last- 11&111@(1 bridge, substan-
tmllv as described.
. A bow for musical instraments, consist-
ing} of a toothed strip of soft minmi and a
back or body earrying said strip.
ALEXANDER WASCINSIT
Witnesses:
JOHN LOTKA,
EVERARD BOLTON AR SITATL.
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